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SbatiS Zdd orders tighter tenders procedures 

AMvIAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Sunday instructed all ministries, government de- 
partments and public institutions to provide the govern- 
ment central tenders department with copies of all tenders 
offered to local, regional or international companies. In a 
jjrcuiar to all government departments, the prime minister 
wild that all state institutions were bound by the law to send 
copies of all tender documents, including agreements, 
terms and conditions of contracts, implementation period, 
prices, decisions of the various tender committees, and all 
relevant information to the tenders department. The Prime 
Ministers circular, which came in response to recom- 
mendations made by the Administrative Control and 
Inspection Bureau, a government body that audiis the 
work of all government departments is designed to help the 
tenders department perform its duties in a proper and 
smooth manner. 
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^Imf'liibarak sammrt step toward Arab solidarity 1 

CAIRO (AFP) — A meeting between Egyprian President Hosni 
Mubarak and King Hussein planned for Tuesday will give a push 
lo restoring Arab solidarity, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said. "This visit will add to the march towards Arab solidarity at a 
lime when the Arabs need solidarity and dialogue Mr. Musa told 
the press on Sunday. Mr. Musa said the two leaders, who will meet 
in the northern city of Alexandria, will discuss the Middle East 
peace process and the regional economic summit planned for 
October in Amman. Talks will also focus on the "security and 
political situation in the region." Mr. Musa added. Jordan's 
Ambassador to Cairo Nayif Al Qadi, quoted by the official news 
agency MENA, said the main theme of the talks would be the 
normalisation of relations between Arab states. The meeting 
comes as pan of Amman's efforts to save the Arabs from the 
miserable situation in which "Arab relations have been thrown for 
several years.” Mr. Qadi said. He pointed to the "encouraging 
signs of understanding" after the visit to Saudi Arabia by Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti in mid-July. 
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Hi Kin g to visit Saudi Arabia soon’ 

Sharif Zeid : Jordan expects U.S. 
to lobby allies for debt forgiveness 
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By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN- Jordar 

.expects U.S. president 
Bill Clinton lo be "more 
active" in lobbying his 
Western allies to grant 
debt relief for the 
Kingdom after * his 

administration suc- 
ceeded in fulfilling 

its pledge of cancelling 
ahout $700 million uf 
Jordan's official debt 
to Washington. Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker said 
Sunday. 

Sharif Zeid said that 
the U.S. president 


committed himself to 
lobbying Western 
creditors to gram debt 
furgiveness to Jordan 
and will be more 
credible in doing that 
now after his 
administration came 
true on its promises. 

The prime minister, 
said the U.S has also 
pledged a $100 million 
package of military aid 
to the Kingdom, adding 
that he sees no 
opposition in the U.S. 
Congress or in the 
administration to this 
commitment. 

"Wc arc in the middle 
of a discussion about 


the immediate needs of 
the armed force" and 
there is still no' 
agreement on the 
specific equipment that 
ihe Kingdom is going to 
request. Sharif Zeid 
told representatives of 
the foreign media. 

Sharif Zeid did not 
specify the amount of 
m i I i i a ry aid the 
Kingdom has requested 
hut officials have 
earlier said that Jordan 
asked for a $10 billion 
package over a period 
of 10 years. 

The prime minister 
said Jordan still owes 
the U.S. $268 million 


in military debts which 
are part of commercial 
debt. The U.S: did not 
pledge to cancel this 
amount but Sharif Zeid 
said Jordan would 
discuss the issue and 
"hopes something could 
be done" to secure the 
debt write-off. 

Sharif Zeid said Jordan 
never expected to 
receive the same 
amount of American 
aid that Egypt and 
Israel obtained after 
signing their peace 
treaty in 1979 because the 
economic and financial 
situations in the U.S. 
now are different from 


the seventies. 

"Times arc difficult ... 
ihe U.S. is not 
comfortable now 
economically and. 
financially as it was in 
the seventies. We did 
not expect to get the 
same level of funding," 
Sharif Zeid told 
reporters. 

But the prime minister 
pointed out that the 
Kingdom is “not happy" 
with the amount of aid 
it has received after 
signing the peace 
treaty with Israel in 
October last year. 

“We expected more 
than that. We will be 



Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

discussing" the issue 
with the U.S., the prime 
minister said over 
luncheon banquet he 
hosted for the 
journalists. 

Responding to 
question, the prime 
minister said that 
Jordanian troops 
serving under the U.N. 
peace keeping forces in 
former Yugoslavia arc 
not under any threat at 
the moment. 

He said most of the 
Jordanian troops are 

(Continued mi page 12) 


Croat intervention 
forces Serbs to retreat 


ZAGREB (R) — Rebel 
Serbs who invaded the'Bos- 
nian government enclave of 
Bihac have started to with- 
draw after a shock Croatian 
army intervention in western 
Bosnia, U.N. officials said on 
Sunday. 

Hundreds of Krajina Serbs 
were seen retreating from 
Bihac into rebel territory in- 
side Croatia after the Croa- 
tian army dealt separatist 
Serbs their worst defeat in 
three years by capturing two 
strategic western towns on 
Friday. 

jThe Serbs* loss of a vital 
supply route linking their do- 
mains in Croatia and Bosnia, 
exposing the rebel Croatian 
Serb “capital' Knin to attack, 
upset their bid to steamroll 
Zagreb’s Muslim allies in 
Bihac. 

"There are a few indica- 
tions that the Krajina Serbs 
are pulling out. We've seen a 
dramatic decrease in fighting 
in rhe past 24 hours," Col- 
onel Jesper Helsoe said by 
telephone from the enclave in 
Bosnia’s remote northwest 
comer. 

"Our observation posts 
have seen hundreds of Serb 
soldiers pulling out over the 
border from the northern and 
western parts of the Bihac 
area,” the Danish officer told 
Reuters. 

"But we need confirmation 
that they are pulling out artil- 
lery too. We need to see it 
proven on the ground 
whether this means (an effec- 
tive withdrawal) or whether 
they are only regrouping.” 
Col. Helsoe said. 

The Seri? incursion, which 
shifted front lines almost to 
*jie heart of the enclave, lost 


steam late last week and only 
sporadic shelling was re-; 
ported over the weekend. 

Thousands of mechanised 
Krajina Serb forces burst into 
Bihac on July 19 to secure 
shorter road and rail links to . 
breakaway Serb territory m 
northern Bosnia. 

The incursion was spurred 
by a menacing Croatian army 
buildup along* U.N. truce 
lines on Krajina’s western 
flank and a slow advance by 
Bosnian Croats up the border 
on its east. 

Croatian army reinforce- 
ments flooded into western 
Bosnia when Bihac was In- 
vaded. The Croats overran 
around 700 square km of 
Serb-held, terrain in days, 
Bosnian Croat offence offi- 
cial Vladimir Soljic said on 
Sunday. 

He told reporters around 
2S0 Serb soldiers were killed 
while Croat casualties were 
markedly less. 

Stunned by the setback, 
Serb forces shelled Grahovo 
and Glamoc with long-range 
cannon at the weekend and a 
Croat police official was kil- 
led and three people wound- 
ed, the Croatian news agency 
Hina said. 

Word of Serbs quitting 
Bihac came after Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
warned his army would surge 
past truce lines to wrest back 
Krajina and break the siege 
of Bihac unless Knin engaged 
in serious peace talks soon. 

"If the Serb side shows no 
willingness to start serious 
negotiations, Croatia will be 
forced to carry out the rein- 
tegration of occupied areas 

(Con tinned on page 7) 


House starts reviewing 
telecommunications law 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

' Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
started discussions on a draft’ 

telecommunications law 
approving nine out of its 91 
articles after a short-lived call 
from the opposition to send it 
back to the government. 

Opposition deputies, main- 
ly the Islamists, insisted on 
rejecting the draft law de- 
i scribing it as reflecting the 
i policies of the International 
. Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
privatise government-owned 
institutions.. 

But the opposition, who 
fought a losing battle against 
the government last week 
when the House approved a 
draft law to end boycott of 
Israel, had a softer tone in 
Sunday's session. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputy Hamm am Sa’eed said 
that the draft on telecom- 
munications needed to be 


studied thoroughly. Dr. 
Sa'eed said the draft did not 
explicitly show bow the Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCC) could be finally trans- 
formed into a private com- 
pany. 

The 1995 draft entails the 
transformation of the TCC 
into a company totally owned 
by the government as a first 
step towards eventual priva- 
tisation. 

However, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Eductaion Abdul Ra’ouf 
Rawabdeh dismissed the call 
for sending the draft back to 
government since it already 
passed through the House 
Finance Committee. 

Minister of Communica- 
tions Jamal Saraireh said that 
Jordan could not afford wait- 
ing without initiating priva- 
tisation of government-run 
services. 

“We are in dire need of 
(Gwtinned bn page 12 ) 


Israel lifts siege on Gaza, West Bank 

Palestinians, Israelis resume talks 


EILAT, Israel (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLGJ 
negotiators met Sunday at 
this Red Sea resort to tackle 
key issues which have already 
delayed the spread of self- 
rule for more than a year, an 
AFP correspondent re- 
ported. 

Under high-security, 150 
officials gathered at a hotel in 
Eilat after Israel suspended 
the talks last Monday when a 
suicide bomber killed himself 
and six Jews aboard a Tel 
Aviv bus. 

A forma! plenary session 
launching a week of negotia- 
tions was due to be held 
starting in the evening, but 
delegates held informal talks 
in the late afternoon. 

Palestinian leaders have 
voiced concern that Israel 
will use the bus bombing as a 
pretext to adopt a tougher 
line on security questions. 

Chief Israeli negotiator Uri 
Savir warned Saturday that 
after the bombing, which left 
32 injured, ‘There will not be 
any (security) concessions.” 

He predicted it would take 
weeks of negotiations to 
strike a deal to redeploy 
Israeli troops outside Palesti- 
nian population areas on the 
West Bank, hand over all 
civilian powers and hold elec- 
tions. 

But he added that for the 
Palestinians to stage elections 
by the end of the year as they 
wish, the talks would have to 


be wrapped up by mid- 
August 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erakat said that having 
already failed to meet a series 
of deadlines, the PLO would 
not now “allow Israel to ex- 
ploit the time factor like a 
sword in our back." 

Among the major sticking 
points are PLO demands for 
an army pullout from all 
Arab towns and villages, the 
release of all Palestinian pris- 
oners, control of water 
sources on. the West Bank 
and the right for east Jeru- 
salem Arabs to stand for elec- 
tion. ' 

“The gap is still wide,” Mr. 
Erakat said. 

However, Israeli officials 
said the cabinet would hold a 
special meeting on Wednes- 
aay in Jerusalem to endorse 
the handover of further civil 
powers to the Palestinians on 
the West Bank. 

• 

Under an agreement 
reached two weeks ago in 
Cairo, the Palestinians are to 
take over eight more sectors: 
industry/trade, gas/petrol, 
labour, statistics, municipal 
affairs, postal services, agri- 
culture and insurance. 

The self-rule authority 
already took control in the' 
last year of education, health, 
social affairs, tourism and 
taxation on the West Bank. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
Palestinians returned to jobs 
in Israel as the peacemakers 


headed back to the negotiat- 
ing table. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, home 
to nearly two million Palesti- 
nians, and suspended peace 
talks with the PLO after the 
July 24 attack. 

Radwan Abu Al karri san, a 
Palestinian liaison officer 
with* Israel, said between 
11,000 and 12,000 Arabs en- 
tered the Jewish state via the 
Erez checkpoint from the 
Gaza Strip on Sunday. Only 
married men over 30 were 
allowed to cross. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Ahmed Qouriea told Reu- 
ters: “We can conclude the 
talks in days or weeks.” 

“It all depends on whether 
the Israelis will meet our 
concern for land. We are 
meeting their concern for 
security," said Mr. Qouriea, 
also known as Abu Alaa. 

A PLO official in Gaza 
said the talks would be 
moved to an unspecified loca- 
tion after a week, indicating 
the negotiations would not 
finish in a matter of days. 

In another development, 
the head of the Palestinian 
police toured the tense West 
Bank town of Hebron Sun- 
day and said Jewish settlers 
there would have to accept 
eventual PLO rule or leave. 

Greeted by singing chil- 
dren as he arrived, Maj. Gen. 
Nasser Yousef said the PLO 
is insisting Israeli troops 


leave the city as part of an 
emerging agreement on ex- 
panding Palestinian auton- 
omy and holding elections in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

“Hebron must be included 
in the redeployment, even 
before Palestinian elections 
are held," Gen. Yousef said. 

Gen. Yousef cancelled a 
planned tour of the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs after Jewish 
settlers threatened to pelt 
him with stones, eggs and 
tomatoes. The army dosed 
the area, residents said. 

In February 1994, a Jewish 
settler massacred 29 Muslim 
worshippers at the site, which 
is holy to both Jews and 
Muslims. 

Gen. Yousef scrunitised a 
map of the dty as residents 
pointed to the various Jewish 
enclaves housing the 450 
Israelis. 

“The settlers have to leave 
or become Palestinian 
dtizens. We are welcoming 
them," Gen. Yousef said. 

Settler Gideon Margalit re- 
jected the offer. 

“Hebron was the first 
capital of Israel. It is where 
King David started his king- 
dom. There is no way that we 
will gjve that up," Mr. Mar- 
galit said. 

In recent weeks Gen. 
Yousef has also toured the 
West Bank towns of Qalqilya 
and Jenin, which are re- 
portedly slated to the first 
vacated by Israeli troops once 
an agreement is reached. 


Syria, Israel to resume military talks 


DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 
Syria agreed Sunday to send 
military experts to Washing- 
ton to reopen talks with 
Israel on security issues. 

.Howevpr, Foreign Minister - 
Farouq Al Sharaa stipulated 
that the talks should focus on 
matters of substance and not 
he "for the sake of negotia- 
tions only.” He also did not 
give a date for a resumption 
of the dialogue. 

Syrian-lsraeli talks reached 
a crisis point in mid-July after 
Syria reportedly refused to 
send its chief of staff, Lt. 
Gen. Hikmat Shehabi, ro the 
talks' venue in Washington to 
meet his Israeli counterpart, 
Lt. Gen. Amnon Shahak. 

Damascus accused Israel of 
refusing to deal with real . 
issues and trying to gain 
security privileges that would 
infringe on Syrian sovereign- 
ty over the Golan Heights, 
which it demands back from 
Israel. 

However, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
claimed in an interview with 
Israeli radio that the impasse 


was "a Syrian creation.” 

In a statement Sunday af- 
ter meeting Saudi Arabia's 
foreign minister. Prince Saud 
Al Faisal. Mr. Sharaa dismis- 
sed as "truthless" Israel's 
accusations that Syria has re- 
neged on sending its military 
experts. 

He said Syria would send 
“military experts" to 
Washington, but did not say 
whether the chief of staff 
would be among them. 

He also warned that “it 
would be pointless to send 
experts to look at each other 
without having any detailed 
documents or subjects to 
negotiate abour.” 

Mr. Sharaa claimed that 
Syrian and Israeli military 
chiefs of staff have already 
agreed to early-warning 
arrangements on the basis of 
“an integrated system for air 
surveillance." 

But he - said Israel later 
insisted on putting early 
warning stations on the 
ground after a possible with- 
drawal from the Golan. 


The Syrian minister reas- 
serted that his country was 
serious about achieving peace 
and accused Israel of hinder- 
ing agreement on "any of the 
security arrangements' ele- 
ments." 

The Saudi foreign minister, 
who flew back home after a 
two-day stay, expressed his 
country's support of Syria's 
“just demands.” ^ 

Israel's Economy Minister 
Yossi Beilin, meanwhile, said 
a peace accord could be ham- 
mered out by the end of this 
year but only if Syria started 
to “negotiate seriously.” 

Mr. Sharaa said there was 
no word of a possible new 
regional shuttle by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to coax Israel 
and Syria back to the nego- 
tiating table. 

Mr. Beilin told the 
London-based Arabic daily 
Al Hayat: “If the Syrians- 
decide to negotiate seriously, 
the solution would not take 
much time. 

"That is why I am optimis- 


tic on the possibility of sign- 
ing a peace accord with Syria 
in the next five months,'* the 
Israeli minister said. 

"The Syrians must present 
their demands to know if they 
can be achieved,” he said, 
adding that Syrian President 
Hafez Assad seemed 
"ashamed to put his demands 
on the negotiating table." 

"In my opinion he has no 
long-term strategy and thinks 
he can benefit from the time 
factor. If so. he is making a 
big mistake," he warned. 

Mr, Beilin saw little chance 
for a breakthrough in 1996 
when general elections take 
place in Israel. 

Syria must start negotiating 
on “the details ... and at a 
high political level," he said. 
“As long as talks stay at the 
current level, it will be diffi- 
cult to make a break- 
through." 

Mr. Christopher said on 
July 16 in Damascus that 
talks between the two coun- 
tries would resume “within a 
week or two” at ambassador 
level. 


Iraqi president 
pardons opponents 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein on Sunday pardoned 
political opponents jailed in 
Iraq and those hiding abroad 
in a second surprise general 
amnesty in just over a week. 

The official Iraqi news 
agency said the amnesty "re- 
vokes the punishments of all 
Iraqis in exile and those in- 
side Iraq who have been con- 
victed for political reasons." 

Furthermore, “legal pro- 
ceedings under way against 
defendants accused of politic- 
al offences will be immediate- 
ly halted, whether the ac- 
cused are inside or outside 
Iraq," said the agency, moni- 
tored in Cyprus. 

It said the decree was en- 
dorsed Saturday by Iraq's rul- 
ing Revolutionary Command 
Council, which the president 
chairs. 

Thousands of imprisoned 
Iraqis were expected to be- 
nefit from the amnesty, 
although exact numbers are 
not known. 

It was not clear why Presi- 
dent Hussein has decided to 
issue such a blanket pardon 
so soon after a July 22 amnes- 
ty that spared mainly army 
deserters awaiting the sever- 
ing of their ears under martial 
laws. 

Others pardoned earlier in- 
cluded non-political convicts 


who had .served part of their 
sentences. Also, many death 
sentenced were commuted to 
life in prison. 

However, that amnesty ex- 
cluded murderers, rapists and 
drug traffickers. 

The pardons indicated Iraq 
may be trying to appease the 
U.N. Security Council, which 
has demanded that Baghdad 
improve its human rights re- 
cord as one of the conditions 
for lifting devastating trade 
sanctions imposed in August 
1990 afrer Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

They followed Baghdad's 
accepting to disclose details 
of biological weapons prog- 
ramme to the United Nations 
after denying for four years 
that it had an offensive capa- 
bility in that field. 

Earlier this monrh, Iraq 
also destroyed high-precision 
machines that U.N. experts 
said could have been used to 
manufacture components for 
ballistic missiles, banned by 
the Security Council under 
the terms of the 1991 Gulf 
war cease-fire. 

These developments sug- 
gest a drive by Iraq seeking to 
defuse confrontation with the 
Security Council in advance 
of a sanctions committee re- 
view of the embargo in 
September. 


‘U.S. intends to 
deport Abu Marzuk’ 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
The United States intends to 
deport to Dubai a Palestinian 
Muslim leader accused by 
Israel of masterminding a ter- 
ror campaign against Jews, a 
Tel Aviv newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

Mussa Abu Maizouk, 44, 
head of the political bureau 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (HAMAS), was 
detained upon arrival in New 
York on T uesday from Dubai 
in the United Arab Emirates. 

The U.S. authorities have 
charged the 44-year-old with 
“known or suspected engage- 
ment in terrorist activities." 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said the United States had 
informed Israel of a deal be- 
tween Mr. Abu Marzouk’s 
lawyers and the U.S. Justice 
Department to have him sent 
back to Dubai. 

However if Israel requests 
extradition, the deportation 
could be suspended, the daily 
said. 

Army radio reported that 
Israel had transmitted in- 
formation to the United' 
States showing that Mr. Abu 
Marzouk masterminded from 
Damascus a suicide car 
bombing on the Gaza Strip 
on april 9 in which an Amer- 
ican woman died along with 
seven Israeli soldiers. 

But the Haaretz quoted a 
military source as saying 
there was no formal proof of 


the allegation. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Saturday that 
Israel was collecting evidence 
against Abu Maizouk with a 
view to having him extra- 
dited. 

In Cairo, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Egypt’s oldest 
and largest fundamentalist 
group, railed on Sunday for 
the release of Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk, saying his arrest was 
proof of America's Zionist 
bias. 

"Abu Marzouk's detention 
is aimed at fighting any ton- 
gue or pen that defends the 
rights of the Palestinians ... 
and confirms America’s bias 
towards Zionism,” the 
Brotherhood said in a state- 
ment faxed to Reuters. 

The PLO asked the United 
States on Saturday not to 
extradite Mr. Abu -Marzouk 
to Israel for trial, saying there 
was no legal reason to justify 
his handover. 

In Amman the chairman of 
the foreign affairs committee 
at the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Abdullah Erisour Sun- 
day said any decision by the 
United States to extradite 
Mr. Abu Marzouk to Israeli 
would be unjust. Dr. Ensour 
said any attempt to deport 
Mr. Abu Marzouk from the 
U.S ; should take into consid- 
eration that he was Palesti- 
nian from Gaza and should 
be returned to Gaza. 


Israeli soldier killed, 
one injured in Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Lebanese Hizboilah guerril- 
las firing anti-tank rockets 
killed an Israeli soldier in 
south Lebanon Sunday and 
wounded another, an army 
spokesman said. 

The rockets were fired at 
an army patrol in Israel's 
self-declared security zone in 
south Lebanon, he said. 

Israel’s proxy South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia said 
earlier that a Hizboilah guer- 
rilla was killed in the clash, 
and that seven civilians were 
injured in the southern 
Lebanese town of Rihan 
from artillery attacks by Hiz- 
boilah . 

Hizboilah guerrillas used 
automatic weapons and anti- 
tank rockets to attack the 
sraeli army patrol near 
Aichiye, a militia spokesman 
said. 

"Israeli soldiers fired at the 
terrorists, killing one and 
wounding two others,” he 
said. 

Hizboilah said in a state- 


ment issued in Beirut: "Our 
fighters attacked at 2:45 p.m. 
(1145 GMT) an Israeli patrol 
on the Aicbiye-Rihan road." 

Hizboilah artillery also 
“fired mortar rounds at the 
same time at the Rihan en- 
campment,” in the eastern 
sector of the occupied zone, 
the Shiite Muslim group said. 

Guerrillas also fired SAM- 
7 anti-aircraft missiles at 
Israeli warplanes and heli- 
copters flying low over the 
group's strongholds in the 
Iqlim Al Tuffah heights over- 
looking the zone, police said. 

The flyover coincided with 
Israeli artilleiy pounding two 
^Hizboilah areas — Iqlim Al 
Tuffah apd the west Bekaa 
valley, police said. 

“About a hundred shells 
fell on these two areas in less 
than half an hour," police 
added. 

Hizboilah spearheads anti- 
Israeli attacks in the Jewish 
state's occupied buffer zone, 
set up in south Lebanon to 
protect its territory from mili- 
tant attacks. 



■ 1 

r§j| 

W m. W 

I e aM 

i i IT • I 

r i 

1 





/' ^ 11 ^ ' ill 1 ' r r i ' H 














Official: U.S. would go to war 
again in Gulf if necessary 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
agonies over U.S. military 
involvement in Bosnia and 
Somalia have made little dif- 
ference when Washington 
comes to contemplate the 
Gulf. 

If Iraq invaded Kuwait 
again, as it did five years ago, 
toe United States would have 
no hesitation in sending its 
forces to fight Iraq again, 
U.S. officials say. 

■ “I hope we would do it a 
little quicker. In other words, 
we wouldn't wait until an 
invasion had actually occur- 
red,” a senior administration 
Official told Reuters. 

; Since a U.S.-led coalition 
<lrove the Iraqis out of 
Kuwait in February 1991, a 
disastrous U.S. peacekeeping 
attempt in Somalia ana an 
languished debate over Bos- 
nia have raised questions ab- 
out Washington's wQi to pro- 
ject power abroad. 

! But none of that has 
changed the U.S. view that 
the Gulf is an area vital to 
U.S. security. “Our national 
interests are as heavily in- 
volved in the Gulf today as 
they were involved five years 
ago," the senior official 
Said I. 

For many analysts, the dif- 
ference between die Gulf and 
Bosnia, where America has 


refused to send any ground 
troops despite a three-year 
conflict that has destroyed 
the country and riven 
NATO, can be rednced to 
one word: Oil. 

The United States imports 
half of its oil and regards 
access to Gulf crude and free- 
dom of navigation in the 
waterway as a priority West- 
ern interest. 

U.S. officials make clear 
that the problem in 1990 was 
not just Kuwaiti oil, whose 
removal from the market had 
relatively little impact on 
either supply or price, but the 
fear that Iraq might march on 
into Saudi Arabia. 

But the officials also draw 
two other distinctions with 
Bosnia; Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait was a straight case of 
one country attacking 
another, while Bosnia is seen 
as an internal conflict and 
Washington broadly agreed 
with its allies and Russia over 
Kuwait, contrary to the situa- 
tion with Bosnia. 

What U.S. officials less 
often point out is that the 
1991 Operation Desert Storm 
was, for them, almost the 
perfect war. Once the ground 
attack started it was over in 
four days victory was com- 
plete U.S. losses were tight 
— 148 killed and the Gulf 


Arab states paid the bill. 

U.S. willingness to repeat 
the operation was put to the 
test last October, when Bagh- 
dad massed some 60,000 
troops near its borders with 
Kuwait. Washington and its 
allies responded by rushing 
thousands of their own troops 
to the region. 

Whether or not Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein 
seriously intended to invade 
Kuwait again, he soon with- 
drew his forces in the face of 
the Western show of 
strength. « 

U.S. officials believe the 
Gulf states have improved 
their national forces since 
1991 but would still be no 
match for Iraq or — just as 
threatening in U.S. eyes — 
Iran. 

U.S. strategy since 1991 
has been to conclude new 
defence cooperation agree- 
ments with the Gulf states 
giving Washington access in 
time of crisis, and to pre- 
position equipment, some of 
it in Kuwait and some on 


U.S. ships in the region. 

The Pentagon says there 
are currently about 900 U.S. 


military personnel in Kuwait. 
They include air force per- 
sonnel with A-10 “tank- 
buster*' and other attack jets, 
and army troops who help 


UAE orders retrial of maid’s case 


AL-AIN. United Arab Emi- 
rates ^AP) — The govern- 
ment has ordered a retrial in 
the case of a teenage Philip- 
pine maid sentenced to seven 
years imprisonment for kill- 
ing her employer after he 
raped her, a judicial source 
said Sunday. 

The order for a retrial of the 
Sarah Balabagan case, rather 
than an appeals hearing, 
appeared to be a politically 
motivated derision following 
an outcry in the Philippines. 

The order came directly 
from the rulers of the United 
Arab Emirates, led by Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 


Nahayan. 

A source at Ai-Ain Sharia, 
or the Islamic Cburt. said a 
new three-member panel of 
judges would rehear the case 
starting Aug. 5. 

Ms. Balabagan, 16, was 
convicted June 26 for killing 
85-year-old Almas Moham- 
mad A1 Baloushi last July. 

The court also ordered her 
to pay 150,000 dirhams 
($41,0d0) as “blood money” 
to the victim's family. 

But as compensation, it 
awarded her 100,000 dirhams 
($27,000), accepting her 
argument that she was acting 
in self-defence when she stab- 


bed Mr. Baloushi 34 times 
because he earlier raped her 
at knife-point. 

The fresh trial was ordered 
almost a month after both 
sides filed appeals. The de- 
fence seeks an acquittal. Hie 
Baloushi family wants the 
death penalty for Ms. Bdaba- 
gan. 

The verdict caused a stir in 
the Philippines, where the 
government has come under 
criticism for doing too tittle to 
protect the large number of 
Filipinos working abroad as 
domestic servants and in 
other menial jobs. 


‘German aide helped Israel get Eichmann’ 


BONN (R) — A German 
prosecutor secretly helped in 
.the hunt for war . criminal 
Adolf Eichmann 1 when he 
gaVe- Israel’s Mossad’ intelli- 
gence agency access to Eich- 
mann’s Nazi files-in I960, the 
German magazine Der 
Spiegel said. 

It reported that Fritz 
Bauer, then chief prosecutor 
.in Hesse state, allowed a 
Mossad agent to photograph 
files of the man who orga- 
nised the mass transportation 
of six million Jews to their 
death in the holocaust. 

Mr. Bauer, who had earlier 
given Israel its first clue that 
Eichmann was hiding in 
.Argentina, was helping pre- 


pare war crimes trials in Ger- 
many at the time, Spiegel 
said. 

. “I got a key .fpr Bauer’s 
office,” former Mossad agent 
Michael Maor told the maga- 
zine, recounting how he 
sneaked into the prosecutor's 
office by free-arrangement 
and snapped pictures of Eicta- 
mann's file that bad been left 
out on a desk. 

"There were Nazi docu- 
ments, activity reports, 
photos as well and Swastikas 
everywhere.” he was quoted 
as saying. 

The information helped 
Israel positively identify 
Eichmann, who was kidnap- 


ped by Mossad agents in 
Buenos Aires in 1960 and 
brought to Israel, where he 
was’ tried as a* war criminal' 
and executed' in' 1962. 

The previously" undisclosed ; 
assistance Mr. . Bauer pro- 
vided represented a big risk 
for the prosecutor because 
West Germany and Israel 
had not yet established di- 
plomatic relations. 

Aware that Germany's jus- 
tice system was still riddled 
with .Nazi sympathisers, he 
confided only in the then 
Hesse state premier. Georg 
August Zinn, and a few other - 
trusted colleagues. Spiegel 
said. 


Sudan plays down student riots 


KHARTOUM (R) — The 
Sudanese press Sunday play- 
ed down a student riot at 
Khartoum University against 
the Islamic government of 
President Omar Hassan Ai 
Bashir, calling it an incident 
staged by a small isolated 
group. 

; The official Sudan News 
■Agency (SUN A) said a small 
igroup of students took part in 
the demonstration. It said no- 
body was hurt and the meet- 
ing which the rioters wanted 
Ito disrupt ended peacefully. 

Sudanese students demon- 
strated Saturday at Khar- 
toum University, Sudan’s 
oldest and most prestigious 
institution of higher learning, 
as Gen. Bashir addressed 
them in an open meeting. 


Riot police used tear-gas to 
disperse the students who 
shouted slogans against Gen. 
Bashir's military govern- 
ment. 

Khartoum University has 
been the hotbed of opposi- 
tion to successive govern- 
ments in Sudan, but the 
Islamist-controlled govern- 
ment has seized control of 
almost all student unions at 
academic institutions since 
Gen. Bashir came to power 
in 2989. 

Gen. Bashir’s government 
says that most Sudanese sup- 
port its radical policies and 
are behind their leadership 
all the way. 

Hyperinflation has hit 
Sudan in recent years, further 
impoverishing Sudanese, 


who have suffered famine 
and drought as well as a 
12-year-old civil war in die 
south. 

Most blame their hardships 
cm the economic policies of 
the Islamic government 
which came to power -when 
Gen. Bashir ousted the 
democratically-elected gov- 
ernment. 

Islamist university lecturer 
Yousif Al Deim, condemned 
the student action, saying the 
rioting students should have 
participated in ' the open 
meeting. 

He told the government- 
owned Al Ingaz Al Watani 
newspaper it was the first 
time a head of state in Sudan 
has met students and taken 
questions from them. 


maipt?jn enough tanks and 
other armour now stored in 
Kuwait for a U.S. army bri- 
gade. 

The United States has con- 
ducted eight or more large 
and small military exercises 
annually with Kuwaiti forces 
in that country since a milit- 
ary cooperation agreement 
was signed after the Gulf 
War. 

Saudi Arabia has always 
refused U.S. requests to store 
American armour there de- 
spite good relations and ma- 
jor arms sales from Washing- 
ton to Riyadh. There are, 
however, air force personnel 
with U.S. military jets sta- 
tioned in the kingdom. 

Qatar has tentatively 
agreed to accept enough 
equipment for 2 U.S. 
armoured brigade although 
no final approval has been 
given. The United Arab Emi- 
rates is considering whether 
to store U.S. armoured 
equipment for any new Gulf 
crisis. 

The U.S. Navy last month 
established a new Fifth Fleet 
with headquarters in 
Bahrain. The fleet comprises 
ships assigned to the Indian 
Ocean and Gulf region in the 
past from other fleets, and 
includes an aircraft carrier. 

5 hurt in 
2 Tehran 
bomb 
explosions 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Two 
bomb blasts under cars in 
central Tehran injured five 
people, near the offices of an 
Islamic .f undame ntalist Iraqi 
opposition group, Iran’s offi- 
cial news agency (ERNA) re- 
ported Sunday. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
twin bombing Saturday night. 

The opposition People’s 
Mujabedeen, winch Tehran 
normally blames for such 
bombings, issued a statement , 
m : Rare tb:. “s&qiigjy .fopr . i 
doom*’ the attack and said it. 
could ‘only serve die interests 
of the authorities. 

Hie devices, apparently 
hand-made, were placed 
under two cars parked less 
than 100 metres apart in two 
streets in the commercial 
downtown. 

The first attack took place 
in Kushk Street, ' damaging 
another car parked nearby as 
well as several buildings, 
according to Tehran Radio. 
It shattered windows. 

The second bomb ex- 
ploded a few minutes near an 
Iraqi opposition group head- 
quarters and a students’ hos- 
tel in Laleh-Zar Street, injur- 
ing five people, IRNA said, 
revising an earlier casualty 
toll of three. 

It reported that two chil- 
dren and a woman were 
among the injured, who were 
released from hospital Sun- 
day morning. The second 
blast also damaged several 
buildings. 

Casualties were low as the 
streets in the commercial dis- 
trict are nearly deserted at 
night. 

The second blast was just 
10 metres from the headquar- 
ters of the Iraqi Shiite opposi- 
tion group, the Supreme 
Assembly of the Islamic Re- 
volution in Iraq (SAIRI). 
There are no major govern- 
ment offices in the area. 



A file picture dated March 8, 1991 shows Kuwaiti prisoners released from Iraq wonting home towards Kuwait City (AFP 
photo) 

Kuwait still scared 5 years after invasion 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait may have rebuilt its 
shattered economy and 
brought in limited parliamen- 
tary democracy but it remains 
insecure about the intentions 
of its northern neighbour, 
five years after the Iraqi inva- 
sion. 

A trench and high wall of 
sand fortifications, con- 
structed after the Gulf war 
and stretching the length of 
the countries’ 200 kilometres 
(125 mile) border, bear wit- 
ness to the nation’s persistent 
fear of Iraq. 

Some 245 U.N. military 
observers who patrol the 
frontier amid swirling sand 
storms offer a small measure 
of security for Kuwait’s 
population as they prepare to 
mark the anniversary of the 
Aug. 2 f 1990 invasion 
Wednesday. 

A senior official said: “In 
the -subconscious of every- 
body, there is fear for the 
future. We fear our neigh- 
bour because we don't have 
any confidence in this kind of 
regime.” 

Kuwait can, however, 
gather comfort from the de- 


fence pacts which it has 
signed with the United 
States, Britain, France and. 
Russia to protect the small 
emirate from any new threat 
from Iraq's President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Their support has already 
paid dividends. 

Last October, U.S. troops 
were immediately dispatched 
to strengthen defences when 
Iraq began troop manoeuvres 
dose to the border and Rus- 
sia subsequently obtained 
Baghdad's official recogni- 
tion of Kuwait’s sovereignty 
and borders. 

Since the war ended when 
a U.S.-led coalition forced 
Iraqi troops out of Kuwait in 
February 1991, the U.N.’s 
Special Commission (UN- 
SCOM) on disarmament has 
gradually ensured the eli- 
mination of Baghdad’s 
weapons of mass destruction. . 

Yet despite the commis- 
sion’s satisfaction that Iraq 
no longer has a capability to 
build nudear weapons and 
combat gas and appears to 
have renounced biological 
weapons, Kuwait remains in- 
secure^.- . . f • 


“We don’t feel there is real 
concrete change in the minds 
of the Iraqi leaders,” said 
Sulaiman Al Sbahin, the 
foreign affairs under- 
secretary, who complained of 
their ’language of revenge, 
hatred and blood.” 

Kuwait is still waiting for 
the return of more good 
seized during the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation, the 
payment of war damages 
and, above all, the return of . 
some 600 missing people or 
proof of their deaths. 

A commission set up after 
the ceasefire has been unable 
to secure a satisfactory re- 
sponse from Iraq on their 
fate. 

Baghdad has admitted tak- 
ing away 73 prisoners but 
insists it lost trace of them 
after uprisings which fol- 
lowed its Gulf war defeat, 
according to Dwaij Al Anzi, 
director of Kuwait's commit- 
tee on PoWs and die missing. 

Such concerns, however, 
have not prevented the 
Kuwaitis from reconstructing 
and restructuring their eco- 


li amentary democracy with 
more vigour than other coun- 
tries in die Gulf. 

Under pressure from 
Washington and allies who 
freed Kuwait, the country has 
reestablished the only elected 
parliament in the Gulf, 
although the electorate is K- 
mi ted to a privileged group 
and women are still denied 
the vote. 

The parliament, dissolved 
is 1986, produced as assem- 
bly in 1992 made up of de- 
puties who have missed no 
opportunity to challenge and 
criticise the government and 
try to exercise control over 
public finances. 

In its economic policies, 
the. government has raised 
more than $1 billion from a 
privatisation programme 
launched in September 1994. 

Many economists remain 
confident about the future 
despite die country’s $4.5 tril- 
lion budget deficit- Jassem 
Saadun, a financial expert, 
summed up their feelings: 
“Kuwait is much better off 
than die surrounding cons- 


gather comfort from the de--. secure^.^. . . j _ _ nomy and establishing par- tries.” ^ 

Kuwait r^iuffs lraqi hint at resuming contact 


:»wrr 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
Sunday dismissed reported 
Iraqi overtures aimed at a 
resumption of contacts five 
years after its 1990 invasion, 
saying contact could be re- 
sumed only when Baghdad 
met all U.N. Gulf war cease- 
fire resolutions. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
told Al Anba and Al Watan 
dailies that Iraq had to meet 
U.N. demands on the return 
of missing people and looted 
property and take steps to 
pay compensation for dam- 
age caused by the occupa- 


tion. 

“Kuwait will not allow or 
welcome any visit by an Iraqi 
envoy or official until all the 
pending issues are finished,” 
the Anba report, based on 
remarks tty Sheikh Sabah, 
said. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Af Sahaf 
was quoted by the Moroccan 
daily Anwal Thursday as 
saying Iraq was ready to re- 
sume contacts with Gulf foes 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

Baghdad has bad no direct 
contact with both countries 
since its forces invaded 


Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. 
Saudi Arabia was used as a 
base for U.S.-led forces that 
ejected Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

“Kuwait did not bear ab- 
out any Arab mediation or 
receive any call from any side 
to hold a meeting between 
delegates from Kuwait and 
Iraq,” Watan reported 
Sheikh Sabah as saying. 

"The dispute between 
Kuwait and Iraq is hot about 
Arab or Iraqi delegations. It 
is a dispute about the necessi- 
ty to end the problem of the 
Iraqi regime's holding of hun- 


dreds of Kuwaiti detainees in 
its prisons and stealing 
Kuwaiti property.” 

Kuwait accuses Iraq of still 
holding more than 600 
Kuwaiti and third country 7 
nationals detained during file 
occupation. Iraq denies it 
holds any. 

Iraq is trying to win the : 
lifting of crippling economic 
sanctions imposed after file; 
1990 invasion. It says ft has 
met all the U.N. disarma- 
ment terms, adding that- 
under the resolutions an oil 
export embargo should be 
lifted in exchange. 


Kuwait is too small to 4 absorb’ all Bidoon 


KUWAIT CITl' (AFP) — 
Kuwait said it was too small a 
country to “absorb" hun- 
dreds of thousands of state- 
less Arabs, following accusa- 
tions that it was trying to 
drive them out. 

The U.S. -based Human 
Rights Watch/Middle East 
Saturday accused the govern- 
ment here of systematically 
discriminating against Arabs 
known as the Bidoon. in a 
bid to make them leave 
Kuwait. 

But the issue is ”a political 
and social problem which is 
difficult to resolve,” Informa- 
tion Minister Saud Nasser Al 
Sabah told AFP. 


“Kuwait is a small country 
which is not in a position 1 to 
absorb this number.” for 
both political and economic 
reasons. Sheikh Saud said. 

“The problem is that many 
Bidoon want to benefit from 
public services” which the 
state provides Kuwaitis, he 
added. “If taxes on public 
services were imposed on 
Kuwait, no Bidoon would 
stay here.” 

Human Rights Watch 
charged that the treatment of 
Bidoon “amounts to a poli- 
cy of apartheid, harassment 
and intimidation,” which it 
said has worsened since 
'Kuwait was liberated in 


February 1991 after seven 
months of Iraqi occupation. 

The group called on the 
government to allow the re- 
turn of the 130,000 to 160.000 
Bidoon who fled Kuwait 
during the occupation or 
were forced to leave after the 
liberation, most of them to 
Iraq. 

Tne Bidoon were branded 
as collaborators because a 
“small number had joined 
the Iraqi militia." even 
though many others had 
fought for the Kuwaiti resist- 
ance and 82 of them were 
killed, it said. 

For the 150,000 to 180,000 
Bidoons still in the emirate, ■ 


the government must restore 
their right to live in Kuwait, 
release all those held without 
charge or trial, and rescind 
24,000 deportation orders, it 
urged. ‘ 

Kuwait should also allow 
the Bidoon to travel within 
and outside the country with 
a right to return, and restore ' 
the right of their children to 
education and health care. . 

The government 10 years 
ago embarked on “a policy of 
mass firings and summary de- 
portations.” after decades of . 
treating Bidoon, which 
means ’‘without” in Arabic, 
as citizens and promising . 
them citizenship, it said. 



Hussein 


jQBDAH TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731U-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14H/0 .... Animate of Farihingwood 

14£0 Hey Day 

15:00 Survival 

1&09 Families 

17:00 Spiral 

17:30 Film: Grazidla 

1 9M News in French 

19:15 French Varieties 

19lM News Headlines 

1935 Camp Wilder 

2fcM McHaJe'sNevy 

2fc» The Bold and tbe Beautiful 

21:15.... Heart* of the West 

22M News in English 

Z2z2S Tbe Ruth RendeD Mysteries 
23:25 Film: “Airport 77” 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:16..... 

05:45 

11*42 

1&22 

19-J9 

21:08 




... (Sunrise) Duha 

. Dfauhr 

'Aar 

Maghreb 

‘bba 


CHURCHES 

St, Mary of Nazareth Chart* 
Sadfiefc, Tel. 810740 
it imhWrn a t God Church, Tel. 
£32785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Cba-di oT tbe AtumndatSoB TeL 
637440. 

De ta Safe Church Tel. 661757 


Terrasancta Chun* Tel: 622366 
Chun* oT tbe Auuosdatfan Tel. 
623541. 

AogHcan Chun* TcL 630851, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenlaa Caltmllr Chorch Tel. 
771331. 

Arm enian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SC Ephraim Chun* Td. 771751. 
Amman Katernatioual Church Td. 

652526. 

Ewwgiihal Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

German sptaMng Evangelical Con- 

gregatton Td. 684195 

The Ldler-Day Safaris Tel. 654932 

dm* oT Numreic Tcl.675691. 

The Enagrikn! Local Chun* in 

Amman 

Td. 81129S 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Moderate hot weather conditions 
win prevail with winds northwester- 
ly light to moderate, la Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .... 21/34 

Aqaba 27/40 

Deserts 19/38 

Jordan Valley 26/41 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 39 Humidity 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


rcadngs: Amman 31 per amc 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ntdal Dahlefa 827195 

Dr.BassimKanKbbch 759200 

Dr. Salman Al Daboubi .... 776751 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 849362 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoubpfiarmaqr 644945 

5b Pierian: pharmacy 637660 

Naircujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ram 

Dr. Mohammad AlKbalDi 273099 
Alqtute pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. G hassan AI Faqih 906130 

KhaEfefa pharmacy 965417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvrl Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

630341 

CSv»l Defence Emergency ...... 199 

ResoKhPdiec 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoSee 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Psttic Scanty Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Artec Cxntriamts 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Got plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OveneasCaDs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaliTdcphonc Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ............. 77411! 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 


Oucen Aha Inti. Airport 08-33200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussem Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khatidi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akikfa Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaDias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeteani 664171/4 

ShmcisMt Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ... 84584 5 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abd»6 666127/37 

AJ-AhJi, Abdali 664164/6 

itatiaa. Al-Muhnjraen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashra&fa 775111/26 

Army, Marita 89161 1/15 

Queen Aba Hospital ....602240/50 

Amd Hospital .674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zazqa National Hospital 

Ibn Situ Hospital ^09)966732 

AlHiktm Modem Hocpicri (1)9)990990 

bfaid ■ 

Princess Busts Hospital — . (02)275555 


Greek Catbohc Hospital (02272275 

Qm Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes HayaHtMpital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Owen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08153200- 
5. where it sboo M always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

eta Sanaa (RJ) 

99M Damascus (RJ) 

Ifctt "Z'Ditei, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Ifc* ..New Delhi (RJ) 

Hfc* Beirut (RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

18*6 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

ima Bunnkok (RJ) 

2tia Casablanca , Tante (RJ) 
21:60 Milan (add) (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

KJtartoum (SD) 

Doha (07) 

1*49 .... Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

**3® Kiev (6U) 

18:45 ......... Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

|S ====rBS® 

London (BA) 

nas Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

^ Milan (add) (RJ) 

... Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ 1 
JrJS London (RJ) 

SIS Frankfun (RJ) 

N:W. Rhodes. Madrid (add) (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

.... Al Am. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
22:45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Istanbul (TK) 

•£2 London (KJ) 

Rome (A Z) 

2 s45 Beirut (ME) 

{J** Doha (07) 

Bahrain. Aba Dhabi. Muscat <GF) 

*** - Ki"f6U) 

£2 Cairo (MS) 

5S ^ Dubai (EK) 

Damascus. Loudon (BA) 

*"• - Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAI RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Pep. Amman 8.-00 every Mooday; 
Ait, Damascus 

„ 5:QQ P - m - Monday . 

ucp. Dmacn 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Att. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in Bis per kg. 

- 70W500 

Banana ggQ 

Banana (Mukammar) ffjn 

C gfay g 100/50 

Jr*™ 220/120 

Cauhflowcr 250/150 

Cucumbers (large) tew m . 

Cucumbers (small) ' 260/180 

S3?" 1 180/ 100 


WIHJW 

320/220 

750/600 



350/240 

Water Melon "'fiR/SB 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday distributes certificates to graduates of the Noor Ai 
Hussein Salt Handicrafts Training Centre (Petra photo ) 

Queen graduates teachers, students at 
Salt Handicraft Training Centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
*.day graduated from the 
Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion’s (NHF) Salt Handicraft 
Training Centre 40 Ministry 
of Education teachers and 
19 of the centre's students, a 
Royal statement said. 

The Salt Centre, which 
was established by the NHF 
in April 1987 in cooperation 
with the Salt Development 
Corporation (SDC) and the 
Italian government, offers 
free, three - year vocational 
training programmes in 
weaving, ceramics, silk 
screening, decoration and 
clay , production as well as 
courses for the public and an 
in-service programme for 
vocational trainers. 

The centre’s graduates 
help address the need of 
national non-government 
organisations and private 
businesses for skilled crafts 
people, the statement added. 

In her speech at the cere- 


mony, the Director of the 
Centre, Najah Masso. 
thanked SDC for donating 
land to expand the centre 
with the cooperation of the 
Ministry of Education, and 
added that the NHF. SDC 
and the Italian government 
have allocated JD 40,000 to 
assist the centre’s talented 
graduates in setting up their 
own workshops, the state- 
ment said. 

Ministry of Education 
Secretary General Izzai 
Jaradat affirmed the min- 
istry's commitment to con- 
tinue its cooperation with 
NHF’s innovative and pio- 
neering training pro- 
grammes that revitalise and 
conserve national cultural 
heritage, the statement 
added. 

Queen Noor commended 
the centre on its incentive 
scheme, which includes dis- 
tributing pan of its annual 
promts to talented students 
and their trainers in order to 


Minister complains TCC has few 
funds to meet expansion needs 


AMMAN (J.T.)— Minister of 
Post and Communications 
Jamal Saraireh has com- 
plained that annual revenues 
collected by the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC) are taken each year 
by the Ministry of Finance 
leaving very Little for the 
TCC 's expansion plans and 
other projects. 

Under the present circum- 
stances the TCC feels 
unable to meet the growing 
public demands for tele- 
phone services and cannot 
expand the existing tele- 
phone exchanges. There- 
fore, said the minister, it 
continually faces a crisis. 

Mr. Saraireh said that he 
hopes that the government 
will soon convert the TCC 
into a government-owned 
company. 

One of the objectives of 
such a conversion is to end 
the absolute domination of 
the corporation by the Min- 
istry of Finance, Mr. 
Saraireh said in an interview 
published Sunday in Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily. 

Referring to TCC plans, 
Mr. Saraireh said one pro- 
ject, the new international 
exchange, which will 
become operational in Sep- 
tember at the same time as 
the inauguration of the 
fourth ground satellite sta- 
tion in Baqaa which is con- 
nected with an Indian satel- 
lite. 

The new project will make 
available additional commu- 


nications facilities and ease 
the present congestion 
experienced in international 
calls, according to the min- 
ister. 

Furthermore, the TCC 
plans to double the King- 
dom’s present 300, 000 tele- 
phone lines to 600,000 by 
1997, when 21 main tele- 
phone exchanges and 80 
small size local exchanges 
will be installed . 

Mr. Saraireh added that the 
TCC began a national com- 
munications project last 

year following careful plans 
and studies and discovered 
that the Kingdom would 
need projects .estimated at 
S1.067 million between 1994 
and 2008. 

He said the project entails 
replacement of the current 
telephone networks and 

modernisation of the present 
exchanges in addition to 
schemes for linking Jordan 
with neighbouring countries 

Since the state' does not 
have the sufficient funds to 
finance such a project, the 
JCC is faced with two 
options: borrowing more 
money and so increase the 
government's indebtedness, 
or shift the burden to the pri- 
vate sector, Mr Saraireh 
stressed. 

He said the TCC last year 
collected JD 161 million 
from call charges and fees . 

He added that the present 
rate for the telephone ser- 
vices is high because the 
TCC has a monopoly over 


this service. 

He said the creation of a 
public telephone company 
to provide services for a 
three or four year trial peri- 
od will be the first step 
towards ending the monop- 
oly. 

If the company fails, be 
said, the ministry would 
have to offer the opportuni- 
ty to other companies which 
would compete in provid- 
ing the best service to the 
public at reasonable rates . 

Referring to the cellular 
telephone service which is 
to Stan in September, the 
minister said that the TCC 
and the company operating 
this service have reached a 
deal on reducing to ISO fils 
per minute the rate of tele- 
phone calls down from 245 
fils as was earlier an n- 
nounced. 

On the Middle East and 
North Africa conference to 
convene in Amman in Octo- 
ber,Mr. Saraireh said that to 
help ensure its success the 
TCC has made available 
1,000 telephone lines, 60 
facsimile lines, 1,600 tele- 
phone sets for installation 
at three locations in hotels 
and conference halls . 

He said that the' Ministry 
plans to open a post office at 
the conference headquarters 
as well as install communi- 
cations equipment specifi- 
cally for die media. 


Crown Prince receives visiting OPIC delegation 

U.S. official says group sees good prospects for joint ventures 


improve productivity and 
stimulate healthy competi- 
tion, the statement said. 

The Salt Handicraft Train- 
ing Centre also offers cours- 
es in basic sciences, man- 
agement, marketing, 

accounting, history of art, 
design, applied sciences, 
Arabic and English. 

The centre, which can 
accommodate 90 students, 
has IS teachers and 75 regis- 
tered students from Salt, 
Jerash, Zarqa, Irbid and 
Madaba. 

It is also cooperating with 
the Jordan Corporation for 
Investment and Develop- 
ment of the South, the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany and Al-Hassa Ladies* 
Cooperative Society to train 
people for the clay produc- 
tion project at Hassa as well. 

Mrs. In’am Mufti accom- 
panied Queen Noor to the 
event, the statement said/ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson Sunday 
received a delegation repre- 
senting 15 American private 
sector companies led by the 
U.S. Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation 
(OPIC) at the Royal Court 
and discussed American- Jor- 
danian economic ventures. 

Speaking at the meeting, 
OPIC Executive Vice Presi- 
dent Christopher Finn said 
there were good prospects 
for Jordanian-American 
investments in the Kingdom 
and for contributing to Jor- 
danian schemes which will 
be submitted to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference due to 
convene in Amman in Octo- 
ber. 

OPIC is an independent 
U.S. government agency 
that encourages direct Amer- 
ican private investment in 
developing countries pri- 
marily providing project 
financing through loans and 
loan guarantees as well as 
providing insurance to 
American partners in joint 
ventures overseas. 

Mr. Finn told the Crown 
Prince that the members of 
the visiting delegation were 
impressed by Jordan's infra- 
structure services which, be 
added, would be essential 
for joint investment projects. 

The delegation met earlier 
with Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker who said 
that the private and the pub- 
lic sectors in Jordan attach 
great hopes on foreign and 
Arab investments especially 
in economic and infrastruc- 
ture projects and they are 
willing to cooperate with 
investors in order to achieve 


overall development in the 
Kingdom. 

Speaking at a meeting in 
’ his office, Sharif Zeid said 
the private sector in particu- 
lar is interested in launching 
joint projects with OPIC to 
attract foreign investments 
to the country. 

Mr. Finn, who is accompa- 
nying the group, briefed the 
Prime Minister on the corpo- 
ration's aims and activities in 
several countries in the Mid- 
dle East as well as in other 
parts of the world. 

The OPIC official said in a 
statement after the meeting 
that the delegation discussed 
several topics of mutual 
interest with the Prime Min- 
ister, but concentrated most- 
ly on economic development 
and MENA conference. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that the Prime 
Minister told the visitors that 
the Kingdom was in the 
process of amending and 
modernising its investment 
laws in order to attract more 
investors. 

The OPIC delegation's 
visit was organised jointly 
by the Jordanian Business- 
men's Association (JBAJ 
and the Jordanian Trade 
Association (JTA). 

The delegation members 
represent major American 
companies in the industrial 
design, gas turbine, con- 
struction, contracting, road, 
bridge, dam, airport, tunnel, 
water projects, pharmaceuti- 
cal, hotel management, 
chemical, mining and elec- 
tricity industries. 

OPIC, JBA teams meet 

At a meeting between the 
OPIC group and the Jordan- 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday receives members of American pri- 
vate sector firms and representatives of the U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corpora- 
tion at the Royal CourL The group comprised a delegation which is looking into the 
possibility of joint ventures with companies in the region (Petra photo) 


ian Businessmen's Associa- 
tion (JBA), discussion cov- 
ered the opportunities for 
investments in the Kingdom. 

Speakers on the Jordanian 
side included JBA chairman 
Hamdi Tab baa, Jordanian 
Trade Association (JTA) 
chairman Zeid Fariz and 
Minister of Energy and Min- 
eral Resources Samih Dar- 
wazeh who outlined Jordan's 
endeavours to provide 
incentives and attract invest- 


ments. 

Addressing the meeting 
Mr. Finn said, “the real suc- 
cess of the efforts in the 
economic sphere is the abili- 
ty of the American and Jor- 
danian private sectors to 
work together on a commer- 
cial basis to create opportu- 
nities here and through the 
region and throughout the 
world. That is really the 

business of OPIC that is 

why we are here today.” 


Referring to OPICs ser- 
vices, Mr Finn said: “We 
take the political risk that 
perhaps commercial banks 
will not take and we will 
lend into this market long 
term funds.” 

The meeting, attended 
Jordanian businesspersons, 
included an in- depth discus- 
sion on prospects for future 
Jordanian and American pri- 
vate sector cooperation. 


Ministry plans to lease tourist locations to private sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities plans to lease 
several tourist locations to 
the private sector and will 
accept bids >from Jordanian - 
tnve&ttfrsi ■ Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Dah Khatib 
said on Sunday. 

The' ministry first intends 
to lease existing restbouses 
at Ajloun, Mkawer and the 
Jubilee Forest in Karak, Mr. 
Khatib said. 

Also he said, there are 
pools outside the ruins of 
Jerash which are currently 
used for agricultural irriga- 
tion, and ’ which could ^ be 
convened back into swim- 
ming pools for use by local 
tourists and others. 

The ministry has also 
requested that hotel owners 
in Aqaba to work on tour 
packages that would be 
attractive to Jordanians 
looking for somewhere to 
spend holidays during the 


low tourism season, said the The guarantee serves as 
minister. insurance for damages that 

Mr. Khatib said that extra could be claimed by vaca- 
marketing activities and pro- tioners if tourist agencies 
motional measures by these fail to meet their obligations, 

■hotels Vvould raise tourism 1 • added Mr. Khatib.' * 

activity * in tbe* port city lh ‘ ‘ 

non-peak period. 

Tbe minister stressed the 
importance of tourist agen- 
cies fulfilling their obliga- 
tions to their clients by see- 
ing to it that tours operate on 
schedule and all details of 
trips are well-thought out 
and planned 

He warned that tourist 
offices could face stem 
penalties, including closure, 
if they do not abide by their 
programmes. 

The ministry plans to 
invoke Article Vm of a 1991 
law on travel and tourist 
offices requiring them to 
submit a JD 10,000 financial 
guarantee to the ministry for 
organising trips outside Jor- 
dan. Abdul Hah Khatib 


‘52,000 Israelis visit Jordan’ 
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JERASH FESTIVAL 
* Concert by the Caver Bea- 
tles of England, South The- 
atre, 8 JO pjn. 

•Concert by Al Aqaba 
Group for Popular Art, 
Sound & Light Theatre, 9:00 

•Recital by Arab poets 
Suleiman Al Issa, Murid Al 
Barghouti, Kheiri Mansour, 
G hassan Zaqtan, Moham- 
mad Miqdadi, & Jamal 
Bakhit at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh (7:00 - 
9:00p.m.) 


•Concert by Bashar and 
Ayman Zarqan of Syria, 
Artemis Steps, 9:00 pm. 

•Play (in Arabic) entitled 
"The Digger and the 
■Blind Prostitute” at Gracia 
Theatre at 8:00 pm. 

• Performance by Jugnu 
Group, Forum, 7:00 p.m- - 


9:00 p.m. 

• Concert by Dio Ayad at 
Grada Theatre. 9:30 p-m. 

* Performance by several 
Jordanian groups at the 
Forum (6:30-9:00 pm.) 

“ Egyptian circus at th 
F.orum at 930 pm 


AMMAN (AFPV-Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
AbduHlah Khatib said in a 
Stmenterifpublisbed Sunday 
ihai 52,000 Israeli tourists 
visited Jordan in the first six 
months of 1995, noting that 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty signed last October 
has had a significant effect 
in increasing the number of 
American and European 
tourists to Jordan. 

The total number of 
Israeli visitors constituted 11 
per cent of the overall num- 
ber of tourists who came to 
Jordan from January to tbe 
end of June this year. 

European and American 
tourists visiting Jordan dur- 
ing the same period 
increased by 40 per cent 
over figures for the same 
period in 1994. 

Reporting that the King- 
dom made $600 million 
from tourism last year , Mr. 
Khatib said he hopes that 
this year will witness even 
more visitors and thus sig- 
nificantly more revenues. 


In contrast, he said, few 
people.- from Jordan have 
been, able ::io visit Israel/ 
The minister attributed this 
situation .to. the complica- 
tions involved in the issuing 
of visas to Jordanians, 
adding that the ministry has 
received complaints about 
delays in obtaining visas. 

"We have already raised 
this issue with the Israeli 
authorities which promised 
to facilitate the process," 
Mr. Khatib said. 

According to the minister, 
the Kingdom has begun 
procedures for the legal 
endorsement of a Jordan- 
ian -Israeli tourism agree- 
ment. 

The Minister, who recent- 
ly attended a regional con- 
ference on tourism in Dam- 
ascus, said that Jordan. 
Syria and Lebanon have 
agreed in principle to 
launch joint tourism pro- 
jects which he said would 
further increase the number 
of visitors to the three coun- 
tries. 



Want a Bsc or BA in the subject of your 
choice studying in British Universities. 
We guarantee your acceptance, 
if you study 


the foundation year 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA'AREF 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGE 
in Amman - no need for 
t O or A levels 1 


For more information 
Please call Public Relations, 
82 8 949- (ext. 18/ 30) 



DIRECTOR REQUIRED 


The cultural Center of the YWCA of 
Amman in need of full time female 
director. 

Qualifications required:- 

- Jordanian nationality 

- University degree minimum BA 

- Major business or education with business minor. 

- Good command of English and Arabic languages. 

- Minimum 5 years experience. 

- Age required 30-50 

Applications will be dealt with full confidence. 
Those interested kindly report to the 
YWCA - Amman offices with a CV Jabal 
Amman, 3rd Circle Tel. 641119 or 641793 


aHJNNG pom in youb mmeting car® 


MARKETING EXECUTIVE 


dmm 

ImxSto mufflnofl onaf financW twvfces orgrrfeaitan seeks la recrurt 
an axpwienced idles and mattering executive for Ita expending 
operations h Jordcn. 

His chaflenglng position calls lor a dynamic, career minded 
hcfvlefijal wflti a successful tack record. Job respanstoflfles include: 

*> Formulating and implementing advanced marketing 
strategies and programs to enhance sales, build up 
and enhance market share In new and existing 
market segments. 

O Building effective' cflstrlbutlon channels. 
e> Recniting and training a large network of sales 

representatives and developing their skills towards 
Increased scries efficiency and productivity. 

A trtverslfy degree in business and martefrig wflh at least 3 
years experience in martelng dnondd and najaiee croducts in 
•Jordan!! required. Irv depth Knowledge of firendd and Insurance 
matter In Jordan. Impeccable coamjnlcation stils md fluency in 
Arabic and Engfch are essential. 

A very competnfve compensation package wfl be offered, 
depending on quaUJcatiora. 

feoppiys please send your C.V to: RO.Box 8163' 

Amman* Jordan 1 j 


INIHKIOKUAN niKMU Al.S COMPANY 1.T1I. 
NOTICE FOR INVITATION TO BIO 
FOR 

ENGINEERING, SUPPLY, ERECTION AND CIVIL WORKS 
FOR 

SULPHUR HANDLING SYSTEM 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD ^Cj. INVITES 
TENDER FOR ENGINEERING, SUPPLY OF COMPLETE 
HYDRAULIC SYSTEM TO UNLOAD SULPHUR FROM 
TRUCKS. ERECTION INCLUDING AM. CIVII WORKS. 
COMMISSIONING AND GUARAN I Eli TEST RUNS OF 
SULPHUR HANDLING SYS1EM FOR THEIR SULPHURIC ACID 
PLANT AT Till: SPECIAL INDHSHUAI. FREE ZONE AT 
ESHID1YA. 

BIDDER SHOULD HAVE SUCCESSFULLY EXECUTED 
SIMII.AR JOB OF ENGINEERING. SUPPLY AND ERECTION OF 
HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS TO UNLOAD FROM TRUCKS OF NOT 
LESS THAN 50 MT ON TURNKEY BASIS IN 1 AST TEN YF.AKS 

INTERESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN H Ilf BID DOCUMENT 
ON PAYMENT BY CASH/ DEMAND DRAF1' l ADDRESSED TO 
THE INDOJORDAN CHEMICALS CO LID ’ 'PAYABLE AT 
AMMAN'jFOR A SUM OF JD \W\ OR USD I5» FROM TUli 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL MANAGER. DC. 
3RD FLOOR DEI .MON BUILDING P.O. BOX NO. 9267R7. 
AMMAN 1 1 1 10. ON ANY WORKING DAY TILL 15.R.IWS. 

BIDS COMPLETED IN ALL RESPECTS SHALL HE SUBMITTED 
TO- 

THE MANAGING DIRECTOR ■ 

I NDD- JORDAN Cl IEMICAI.S C< IMPANY L I'D. 

DELMON BUILDING, 3RD FLUOR 
BEHIND MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE 
P.O.BOX 92i'>7R7. SI 1MEISANI 
AMMAN 1 1 IK) JORDAN 
PI10NE68573Z FAX' ■ 6R573U 

ON OR BEFORE MINI HRS. ON 16.9.I99& 

babu k. verghf.se 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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fresh turmoil 


bloodshed 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire 
faces fresh political turmoil 
after security forces opened 
fire on a weekend protest in 
the capital fry a radical fringe 
loyal to the memory of slain 
independence Prime Minister 
Patrice Lumumba. 

The mainstream radical 
opposition, at die forefront 
of pro-democracy protest in 
the early 1990s, said Satur- 
day's shooting would not di- 
vert it from its plan for a 
campaign of anti-government 
action from Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Kengo Wa 
Dondo, popular in the west 
for his efforts to clean up 
Zaire’s corruption-plagued 
economy, meanwhile called a 
special cabinet meeting to 
discuss the unrest which doc- 
tors say killed nine civilians 
and a gendarme. 

"The dictatorship and the 
team of Mr. Kengo... are 
very much mistaken if they 
think they can stop the ac- 
tions UNORAL (Sacred Un- 
ion) of the Radical Opposi- 
tion and Allies) plans from 
Aug. 1,” the mainstream 
radical opposition said in a 


statement. 

“Our supporters are utter- 
ly determined, even if it 
means risking our lives, to 
carry out all the actions 
forseen,” Kibassa Maliba, 
leader of its supporters in 
parliament, added. 

Zaire’s tortuous transition 
to democracy has been com- 
paratively peaceful since 
1993, when five people died 
| in scattered political unrest 
and when rioting soldiers re- 
jecting wages paid with a 
discredited new banknote kil- 
led 65 people. 

Saturday's incident evoked 
memories of a February 1992 
democracy protest by the 
Sacred Union and other 
church groups during which 
veteran leader Mobutu Sese 
Seko’s presidential guard 
fired on marches killing at 
least 32 of them. 

Interior Minister Gustav 
Malnmsa Mbangula said mili- 
tants of the United Lumum- 
bist Party (PALU) had pro- 
voked Saturday’s clashes by 
kiliihg a gendarme outride 
the People's Palace parlia- 
ment building and then later 


throwing stones. 

He said drey had then gone 
to the home of veteran party 
leader Antoine Gizenga,” 
with a view to collecting aim 
and installing him in power at 
the People’s Palace.” 

A spokesman for Falu. not 
a part of USDRAL but bit- 
teriy opposed to Mr. Mobu- 
tu, says it simply wanted to 
march to parliament and that 
security force bullets killed 
the gendarme. 

Justice Minister Nsingo 
Udjnu said Mr. Gizenga, a 
member of independence 
hero Lumumba’s govern- 
ment, had not sought permis- 
sion for the march and was 
being questioned. 

Mr. Mobuto, whose sup- 
porters hold a majority in 
parliament, ruled unchal- 
lenged after seizing power in 
1965 until bowing to pressure 
from home and abroad for 
democracy in 1990. 

The motives behind Satur- 
day’s march were confused. 
Some sources said marchers 
were angry over delays in the 
transition. 

Parliament voted in June 


to. extend the transition by 
two years after acknowledg- 
ing that elections could not 
be held in rime for hte sche- 
duled July 9 end of the tran- 
sitional period. 

The Sacred Union and its 
allies make no bones about 
the target of their action. 
They say Sacred Union lead- 
er Etienne Tshisekedi was 
unlawfully ousted as prime 
minister when parliament in- 
stalled Mr. Kengo in July 
1994 and want him to go. 

Mr. Kengo reshuffled his 
government on July 22 after 
apparently winning Mr. 
Mosutu’s sacking against 
their efforts to unseat him. 

The Sacred Union and its 
allies have not said what ac- 
tion they plan but Mr. Kisasr 
I sa, denouncing Saturday’s 
shooting as “banditary,” said 
the authorities had pushed 
them too far. 

“It's bad for political lead- 
ers to lose the emotion of 
fear, but we have lost it, with 
everything tht has happened, 
and we nave the same im- 
pression from our militants,*’ 
he added. 


Heat eases 

slightly 

inU.S. 


CHICAGO (AP) — The 
scorching heat smothering 
much of the country eased 


slightly Saturday, but still left 
many looking for 


for relief from 
temperatures that hit triple 
digits. 

Even the lambs and ewes 
were panting in the 100- 
degree F (38 C) heat at the 
Pierce County Fair in north- 
eastern Nebraska. “I've seen 
a lot of water jugs go by," 
said treasurer Mary Bich- 
imeier. 

Cindy Herman was busy 
dishing up ice- cream at 
Raykie’s Grill and Dairy in 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas, 
where it was 94 F (35 C). 

“It's bearable,” Herman 
said. “It’s not nearly as high 
as it was when it was 115 F 
(46 C) here a few days in a 
row.” 


The southwest got the 
worst of the heat Saturday. 

Phoenix was 115 F (46 C). 
breaking the record for the 
day of 113 F (45.5 C) set in 
1972. To make matters 
worse. 1,500 homes were 
without electricity — or air 
conditioning — after 14 pow- 
er poles were knocked over 
in an overnight storm. 

Elsewhere in Arizona, 
Yuma Never dropped below 
94 F (34 C) and Tucson 
baked at 1 10 F (43 C), break- 
ing by 1 degree the record for 
the date set in 1944. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice issued heat advisories 
from the southwest through 
the plains for a heat wave 
that has plagued the country 
for about two weeks. 

State and municipal offi- 
cials from the midwest to the 
east coast put out their own 
advice for keeping cool, in- 
cluding avoiding too much 
exercise, using fans and air 
conditioners, drinking lots of 
fluid and even going shop-, 
ping — in air conditioned 
malls. 


in Chicago, where the 
medical examiner has blamed 
546 deaths on the summer's 
heat, the mercury hit 95 F (35 
C) and hundreds of workers 
and volunteers were checking 
on elderly residents, who are 
especially vulnerable. 

In Houston, where the 
temperature rose to 90 F (32 
C), the city's Lighting and 
Power Co. gave out 5,000 
electric fans to people with 
vouchers from social service 
agencies. 

Athletes in Denver had to 
contend with temperatures 
approaching 100 F (38 Cl for 
the second straight day at the 
U.S. Olympic Festival. Two 
sprinters were hospitalised 
for dehydration after their 
400-merfe races. 

“It was extremely tough to 
compete in this weather." 
said another runner, Andrew 
Vaimon of New York. "As 
far as heat and humidity. I've 
never felt anything like it." 

Jn southern California, 
where it reached 115 F (46 C) 
in Palm Springs and the smog 
readings were unhealthful, 
the parking lots at the beach 
in Malibu were packed by 11 
a.m. 

“It’s a great place to be on 
a day like today,” said life- 
guard Lt- Dave "Story in San- 
ta Monica, where the Pacific 
Ocean was a cool 68 F (20 C). 

Meanwhile, oppressive 
heat and suffocating darkness 
seared their way into Julio 
Martinez's mind during a 
heat wave two weeks ago. 
Nightmares have haunted . 
him ever since. 


Cambodian soldiers blame 


Thailand for rebel victory 


POIPET, Cambodia (AFP) 
— Cambodian soldiers and a 
senior army commander Sun- 
day blamed interference from 
Thai civilians and military for 
their failure to capture a key 
Khmer Rouge base. 


Phnom Penh troops com- 
pleted their withdrawal from 
positions around Kiar Ngap 
about 15 kilometres (nine 
miles) south of this border 
town late last week under 
heavy counter-assaults from 
the rebels. 


Wounded soldiers in the 
Red Cross hospital at Mong- 
kol Borei, 55 kilometres east 
of here, said the Khmer 
Rouge artillery and ground 
assaults came not the south 
and west — rebel-held terri- 
tory in Cambodia — and the 
north, in Thailand. 

"Thai help is very impor- 
tant for the Khmer Rouge." 
the senior commander for the 
area, based near the Thai 
border told AFP, "without it 
they could not push us back." 

He said a large number of 
the estimated 200 casualties 
his troops sustained were 
caused by direct or indirect 
Thai assistance to the rebels. 


But he declined to give num- 
bers as he said this would 
disrupt talks on the issue 
between top-ranking Cambo- 
dian and Thai officials. 

The Cambodian army's de- 
puty chief of staff General 
Nhec Bunch hay is known to 
have visited Bangkok at least 
once this month to discuss the 
problem. 

Thailand has denied it still 
offera aid to the outlawed 
Khmer Rouge, and the com- 
mander said senior civilian 
and miiitaiy authorities had 
made “serious efforts" to 
stop the assistance. 

"It doesn't do any good 
though,” he said. “Once they 
leave it goes back to the way 
it was before." 

Thai merchants and mid to 
low-ranking Thai soldiers in 
border towns have made sub- 
stantial profits from trading 
with and sheltering the guer- 
rillas.-* w* ; 

Recent allegations 
Cambodia^ officials in fh6’ ’ 
northern province of Preah 
Vihear that the Khmer 
Rouge maintained a base in 
Thailand drew strong denials 
and condemnation from 
Bangkok. 


Campaigning begins for 
Quebec independence vote 


MONTREAL (R) — No offi- 
cial date has yet been set for 
Quebec's planned referen- 
dum on separation from 
Canada but the campaign for 
votes already is under way. 

Politicians on both sides of 
the bitter debate over 
whether the French-speaking 
province should declare inde- 
pendence are hurling accusa- 
tions at each other even as 
most Quebeckers enjoy the 
balmy summer weather. 

“The sprint towards the 
referendum is solidly under 
way," wrote political col- 
umnist Philippe Cantin in La 
Presse. a Montreal French- 
language daily newspaper. 

"Yet we are in July, a time 
when the search for a well- 
seasoned barbecue marinade 
preoccupies a good number 
of Quebeckers more than 
squabbles between Ottawa 
and Quebec," Mr. Cantin 
wrote. 

The unofficial campaign 
was spurred last week when 
Quebec Premier Jacques 
Parizeau, rhe champion of 
the independence cause, re- 
turned from his own summer 
vacation in Europe. Mr. 
Parizeau faced allegations 
that he had spoken disdain- 
fully of Quebeckers in a pri- 
vate conversation with diplo- 
mats. 

While Mr. Parizeau was in 
Europe, a federal govern- 
ment memo leaked to the 
Canadian media said he had 
told two European diplomats 
in Ottawa several weeks ear- 
lier that once Quebeckers 
voted for separation, they 
would be like lobsters caught 
in a trap or a pot of boiling 
water. 

A feisty Parizeau denied 
making the remarks, and 
then launched his own 
accusations against (he Cana- 
dian government. 

Brandishing a document 
stamped "secret" and dated 
April 25 which he said out- 
lined the federal government 
strategy to presuade 
Quebeckers to reject inde- 
pendence and keep Canada 
together, Mr. Parizeau ac- 
cused the federal government 
of plotting with Canada’s 
Other nine provinces against 
Quebec. 


The document said Ottawa 
could try to get the nine 
provincial premiers to issue a 
common statement support- 
ing Canadian unity at their 
annual meeting on Aug. 24 
and 25 in St. John's New- 
foundland. 

The report also suggested 
Ottawa could use subliminal 
advertising to sway the vote. 

Suddenly finding them- 
selves on the defensive, 
Canadian government offi- 
cials confirmed the docu- 
ments was authentic but said 
it was a working text pro- 
duced by civil servants. Mr. 
Parizeau was only trying to 
stir up trouble, they said. 

But Monique Simard, first 
vice president of Mr. 
Parizeau's separatist Parti 
Quebecois. said the Quebec 
government had no qualms 
about unveiling the docu- 
ment and then castigating the 
federal government for its 
contents. 

"It’s evident that it's a re- 
ferendum and pre- 
referendum document. The 
fact that we react to it — 
well, we’re in politics,” Ms. 
Simard said. 

Although public opinion 
polls show Quebeckers' sup- 
port for separation hovering 
below 50 per cent, Mr. 
Parizeau appears determined 
to hold the vote this fall. In a 
similar referendum in 1980, 
60 per cent of Quebeckers 
voted to remain part of Cana- 
da. 

"There will be a referen- 
dum in 1995.” said Ms. 
Simard. 

The official 33-dav referen- 
dum campaign is unlikely to 
begin until late September or 
early October, for a vote at 
the polls in early November. 

The 33-day campaign will 
be preceded by an 18-day 
debate in the province's 
legislature, which is expected 
to be recalled from summer 
recess in the second week of 
September. 

Canadian financial markets 
have already begun to take 
notice of the brewing nation- 
al unity fight. Major banks 
raised mongage rates Friday, 
in part because of nervous- 
ness about the upcoming 
Quebec referendum. 


Thousands 


flee 

Philippines 

mudflows 


SAN FERNANDO, Philip- 
pines (R) — Thousands fled 
mudflows from Mount Pina- 
tubo volcano Sunday as boil- 
ing mud burst dykes and 
buried bouses, but no casual- 
ties were reported, Philippine 
official said. 

The mudflows, triggered 
by tropical storm Gary and 
reaching heights of three 
metres in some places, have 
buried at least 226 houses in 
Pam pan ga province north of 
Manila since Friday night, 
they said. 

In Bacolor town, only the 
roofs of some houses prot- 
ruded from the ground, wit- 
nesses said. 

An air force helicopter 
plucked eight people from 
one rooftop. 

;■ The rmidflows burst' pro- 
tective* dykes near “Porac 
town and buried portions of 
villages in their path, regional 
police Commander Diony 
Ventura said. 

Most residents were evacu- 
ated by military trucks while 
a few fled on carts pulled by 
buffaloes, witnesses said. 
"We are doubling our 


efforts to prevent casualties,’ 
Cmds. Ventura told repor- 


ters. 

The mudflows consisted of 
ash and rocks deposited on 
the slopes of Pmatubo in 
Pampanga after it erupted 
violently in 1991 in one of the 
century's biggest volcanic 
blasts. 

Heavy rains turn them into 
deadly rivers of mud that 
have menaced communities 
around the volcano for the 
past three years. 

About 800 people died fol- 
lowing the eruption, many of 
them refugees struck down 
by illnesses in evacuation 
camps. 


Japan’s Takemura hints of resigning 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Fi- 
nance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura, declaring a chill 
wind was blowing against 
him, hinted Sunday he might 
*soon resign his cabinet post. 

One day aftei 4 changing his 
mind about quitting as head 
of the smallest party in Prime 
Minister Tomiichi 
MuTayama’s coalition gov- 
ernment, Mr. Takemura’s 
comment on his future as 
finance minister signalled 
storm clouds still hovered 
over the government. 

The present political crisis 
was set off by a poor showing 
by the coalition, including 
Mr. Takemura's Sakigake 
Party, in last week's upper 
house elections. 

Mr. Takemura first res- 
igned to take responsibility 
for the election setback but 
on Saturday heeded calls 
from his party to remain as 
leader. 

But Mr. Takemura's own 
ministry is also increasingly 
coming under siege. 

"There have been various 
issues such as the strong yen, 
falling share prices, credit un- 
ion scandals, and problems 
within the Finance Ministry 
itself," Mr. Takemura said. 

Other woes include the dis- 
missal of a top bureaucrat for 
taking favours from a 
businessman, record unem- 
ployment, falling industrial 
production and bad bank 
Joans. 


“The northerly wind has 
been blowing against me,*’ 
Mr. Takemura told NHK 
Television. “I must squarely 
settle problems in the Fi- 
nance Ministry.” 

Mr. Takemura, who has 
guided the Japanese eco- 
nomy for the past 13 months 
since Mr. Murayama came to 
power, refused to say out- 
right that he was considering 
stepping down because “it. 
could affect the entire gov- 
ernment.” 

“I wiU make my position 
clear when Prime Minister 
Murayama decides to change 
the cabinet lineup," Mr. 
Takemura ( said. 

However, in a comment 
that added to speculation that 
he might resign, the 60;y ear- 
old politician said he believed 
there should be a major 
cabinet overhaul. 

“If the Murayama govern- 
ment continues to stay on, it's 
better to make a fresh scan 
with a large-scale cabinet 
reshuffle," Mr. Takemura 
said. 

Coalition officials say Mr. 
Murayama plans a cabinet 
reshuffle in the next week or 
so to answer voter dissatisfac- 
tion expressed in the June 23 
House of Councillors elec- 
tion. 

In the polls Sakigake won 
three seats, half the number 
it wanted, and the ruling bloc 
as a whole ended seven short 
of its target of 75 seats. 


The result set off deep 
soul-searching about whether 
the coalition of Mr. 
Murayama’s Socialists, the 
long-ruling Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP) and Saki- 
gake, an LDP splinter group, 
should stay together. 

In Sunday’s television in- 
terviews Mr. Takemura shat- 
tered efforts -to show coali- 
tion uniiy when he said his 
Sakigake Party would not 
serve under an T -DP prime 
minister and he also called 
for the creation of a new 
party before the next general 
election. 

“It’s not easy for our party- 
to support a prime minister 
from the LDP,” Mr. Take- 
mura said. "That's because 
Sakigake is made up of LDP 
defectors." 

Mr. Takemura revealed 
talks would start soon be- 
tween Sakigake and Mr. 
Murayama's Socialists about 
forming a new combined par- 
ty- 

“We will not be able to 
fight in the next general elec- 
tion unless we set up a new 
political party which can gar- 
ner 20-30 per cent of the 
people's support,” Mr. Take- 
mura said. 

The press and business 
groups are increasingly call- 
ing for swift general elec- 
; tions, not scheduled until 
- mid -1997, to end what they 
say. is lack of government 
leadership. 


McGuinness :IRA won ’ t surrender arms 


LONDON (R) — A top Irish 
Republican said bluntly Sun- 
day there was not the re- 
motest possibility that the 
IRA would surrender its 
arms to secure Sinn Fein, its 

B olitical wing, a seat at, 
orthera Ireland peace talks. 

The. British government 
has been insisting die Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
must band over its arms be- 
fore all-party talks can start 
to hammer out a future for a 
province scarred by a 
quarter-century of conflict. 


“There is no possibility 
whatsoever, not even the re- 
motest possibility that the 
IRA wilt surrender its 
weapons this side of a negoti- 
ated settlement,” Martin 
McGuinness, a leading Sinn 
Fein strategist, told BBC 
Television. • 


Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew held 
high-level talks with Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams in 
Belfast Thursday. The gov- 
ernment said the talks were 
“constructive” but Mr. 
Adams said they failed to 
break the arms impasse. 

There has been increasin g' 
frustration that the peace 
process was stalled on the 
arms issue. The IRA declared 
an historic ceasefire last 
September and their Protes- 
tant pro-British foes re- 
sponded with their own 
trace. 

“Our focus at this time has 
to be on the reality that many 
people out there one year on 
expect the British govern- 
ment to join the' Dublin gov- 
ernment (in Ireland) to bring 
al| the parties to the negotiat- 
ing tifbte.^said Mr. McGuin- 


ness. “The British military 
accept that.” 

Andrew Hunter, chairman 
of the ruling Conservative 
. Party’s backbench Northern 
Ireland Committee, said 
'however that all-party talks 
were impossible until toe 
guns and bombs were handed 
over. 


“There can be no all-party 
talks until or unless decom- 
missioning of weapons is well 
under way because all parties 
will not meet and talk,” Mir. 
Hunter told the same prog- 
ramme. 


The peace process has also 
slowed by the issue of impris- 
oned guerrillas. The .issue 
Was fuelled when Britain re- 
leased early a paratrooper 
who had been jailed fr|r 
shooting and killing a joyrid- 
er in Northern Ireland. 


Major quake kills 2 in Chile 


SANTIAGO (R) — A major 
earthquake struck the north- 
ern Chilean copper city of 
Antofagasta early Sunday^ 
killing two people, injuring 
12. others and damaging 
buildings and roads, officials 
said. 

The quake had a prelimin- 
ary magnitude of 7.8 on the 
Richter Scale' and was cen- 
tred about 25 miles (40 
kilometres) northeast of the 
port city of 226.000. said geo- 
physicist Bruce Presgrove of 
the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
National Earthquake In- 
formation Centre in Golden, 
Colorado. 

The quake, which he said 
occurred at 1:11 a.m. local 
time (1:11 a.m. EDT) (0511 
GMT), lasted 90 seconds, 
local officials said. It was 
followed in the first 35 mi- 


nutes after toe tremor by two 
aftershocks of magnitude 6 or 
greater, Mr. Presgrove said. 

Two people were killed 
and 12 were hurt in the city, 
Diego Henriquez of the 
National Emergency Office 
in Antofagasta told Reuters 
by telephone. One of the 
dead suffered a heart attack, 
Mr. Henriquez said, and loc- 
al radio said the other was 
killed by falling masonry. . 

There was some damage to 
buildings and roads in Anto- 
fagasta. and electricity and 
water were cut in parts of the 
city, Mr. Henriquez said. It 
was not immediately dear 
how widespread the damage 
or outages were. 

Mr. Presgrove said there 
had been reports of damage 
north of the dty. 

At the Chquicamata Mine. 


the world's Jriggest, and toe 
‘ Escondida Mine, officials 
said there had been no dam- 
ages and that safety proce- 
dures bad worked as ‘ ex-- 
pected. 

Antofagasta, which is in 
the Atacama Desert about 
700 miles (1,120 km) north of 
Santiago, and the surround- 
ing area are the heart of 
Chile’s copper industry. 

Mr. Presgrove said there 
were reports of people run- 
ning in the streets of the dty. 
“It was felt very strongly.” 

He said the Inpres Seismo- 
logical Centre in San Juan in 
western Argentina reported 
that the quake was felt in 
large parts of northern 
Argentina and as far away as 
Buenos Aires, about 1,000 
miles (1600 km) southeast of 
Antofagasta. 


Opposition brushes off Rao’s pro-poor plan 


NEW DELHI (Agendes) — 
Indian opposition leaders ac- 
cused Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao Sunday of 
trying an electoral gimmick 
with a SI billion package of 
handouts for schoolchildren 
and the poor. 

In an unusual media blitz, 
Mr. Rao took to nationwide 
radio and television Saturday 
to unveil a set of programmes 
including free meals for prim- 
ary school pupils, old-age 
pension benefits, cut-rate me 
insurance and maternity pay- 
ments for the poor. 

The government said the 
plan will benefit more than 
120 million people, including 
10 million of the' most desti- 
tute. 

Newspapers, which de- 
voted much of their front 
pages to the announcement, 
called the package a “bonan- 
za,” a spending “spree” and 
election-season “sops.” 
Political parties are already 
gearing up their machinery 
and rhetoric for general polls 
due by mid- 1996 but widely 
expected early next year. 
Two dailies said the pro-poor 
schemes could mean Mr. Rao 
might move up toe elections. 

"It was clearly an attempt 
by toe government to send 
the message across to the 
people that toe centre (feder- 
al government) had not for- 
gotten the poor and and the 
backward in its zeal to liber- 
alise the economy,” Indian 
Express said. 

A rebel faction which 
broke away from the main- 
stream of Mr. Rao's ruling 


Congress earlier this year has 
accused Mr. Rao'ss four- 
year-old government of 
favouring rich foreign com- 
panies at the expense of Indi- 
a's poor. 

“This is a desperate 
attempt to save the Congress 
from sinking," Socialist Jana- 
ta Dal Party leader Jaipal 
Reddy said of Mr. Rao's 
scheme. 

Congress leaders who' 
gathered near New Delhi last 
week pressed Mr. Rao to win 
the hearts of India's swarm- 
ing poor, a traditional party 
vote bank. Some 40 per cent 
of the country's more than 
900 million citizens live below 
the poverty line. 

The Hindustan Times said 
the package was partly "in- 
tended to bring cheer to the? 
dispirited Congressmen." in 
the doldrums after a series of 
embarrassing defeats in re- 
cent state polls. 

The political significance 
was not lost on the opposi- 
tion. 

"Were these children not 
hungry during the last four 
years?” Janata Dal leader 
Shared Yadav asked. “These 
crumss will get the Congress 
nothing.” 

Despite the fanfare of toe 
announcement, all of the pro- 
poor measures had been out- 
lined by the government in. 
. March when it presented this 
year's bduget. 

"This confirms the govern- 
ment's failure to implement 
toe schemes." K.L. Sharma, 
"general secretary of the main 
opposition Bharatiya Janata 


Party (BJP), told Reuters. 
"They are mere empty prom- 
ises." 

Mr. Sharma accused Mr. 
Rao of political expediency 
for announcing the package 
on the eve of the reopening 
of parliament and setting the 
start of the programmes for 
Aug. 15 — India's Independ- 
ence Day. 

“It is a violation of ethics 
and democratic norms to 
make a pre-emptive 
announcement. without facing 
parliament," he said. 

Meanwhile the murder of a 
former ruling party youth 
leader's wife and her 
macabre cremation in a hotel 
oven is likely to dominate the 
Indian parliament when it re- 
sumes sitting Monday, politi- 
cians said Sunday. 

The arrest of a ruling party 
politician on charges of 
murdering his wife, laws gov- 
erning strife-torn Kashmir 
and the death of a millionaire 
in prison are all expected to 
be debated on (he floor. 

Opposition parties have 
joined forces to embarrass 
the ruling Congress Party 
over toe arrest of a former 
president of the Delhi Youth 
Congress on charges of 
murdering his wife ana burn- 
ing her mutilated body in the 
tandoor oven of a restaurant 
on July 2. 

Sushil Kumar Sharma's 
arrest in the murder of Naina 
Sahni, 29, prompted the 
opposition to charge that In- 
dia’s oldest political party en- 
couraged people with crimin- 
al recores to join its ranks as 


senior leaders. I 

The main opposition Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party and a 
coalition of leftist and centrist 
parties will join forces Mon- 
day to attack the ruling party 
over the arrest, politicians 
said Sunday. 

"We are demanding a de- 
bate on the crimmalisation of 
politics... The monsoon ses- 
sion would definitely be very 
stormy," said a leader of the 
BJP, or Indian People’s Par- 
ty- 

The Congress Party has 
ordered its own probe into 
the murder and plans to rry to 
forestall the opposition in 
parliament with a speech 
from Home Minister Shank- 
arrao Chavan on law and 
order, party sources said. 

The death of a Singapore- 
based Indian millionaire, Ra- 
jan Pillar, in a city prison here 
earlier this month is also like- 
ly to come up for discussion 
during the 26-day monsoon 
session, the sources said. 

Mr. Piltai died of liver dys- 
function in a prison cell after 
a New Delhi magistrate re- 
jected his plea for medical 
examination. 

He was facing extradition 
to Singapore on 24 charges of 
fraud including siphoning 
away funds from his company 
Britannia Industries Pte. Ltd. 

Parliament is also sche- 
duled to vote on the exten- 
sion of direct federal rale in 
the stnfe-torn Indian state of 
KMhmir and ratify four other 
bills alreadyu endorsed bv 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma. 


UFO crash 

documents “were 

destroyed} 

legislator 


ALBUQUERQUE, New 


— A . U.S. 


Mexico (AFP) --- 

legislator said th** e™™ 1 
documents on what be-' 


uyvmuwu- — — . , .■ 

lieve was a crashed aben 


neve woo « — — — 

sracesbip were destroyed de- 
cades 

Accounting Office (GAO) 
report revealed no new in- 
formation on the 1947 inci- 


dent and showed important 
documents were nrissipg and 
destroyed perhaps 40 years 
ago, said Republican Repre- 
sentative Steve Schiff of New 
Mexico. “Documents that 
should have provided more 
information were des- 
troyed," he said, adding that 
“the military cannot explain 
who destroyed them or why.” 
“My understanding is that 
these were permanent re- 
cords which should not have 
been destroyed," Mr. Schiff 
said. The U.S. miiitaiy has 
said wreckage near wbat was 
then Roswell Army Air 
Force Base was likely a bal- 
loon that had been launched 
to detect Soviet nuclear 
weapons.* But the GAO re- 
port, released Friday, said 
only two government docu- 
ments remain relating to the 
crash, which has fuelled spe-* 
dilation for nearly a half- 
century about aliens, govern- 
ment secrecy, and a possible 
cover-up. “The debate on 
what crashed at Roswell con- 
tinues," the report said. 
Miiitaiy officials and scien- 
tists have reported that an 
experimental aerial surveill- 
ance balloon crashed near 
Roswell in 1947. Others, 
however, have interpreted 
the incident as the crash of an 
unidentified flying object 
(UFO) or alien spacecraft. 
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Cathedral feels 
blow from stray 
soccer shots 


a 
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NAPLES, Italy (AP) — Soc- jrj 
cer is bringing down - the 
church. Thai's toe theory 
from a dty councilor after a /i? 
marble chunk of Naples’ vfci 
main cathedral broke off Fri-" 
day. Fabio Avitabile believes 
pounding from soccer balls ^ 
over the years have loorcoetL# 
the facade of the car* * 

founded in 1294 hot r 

, after being destroyed- in va : 
mid-15th century 'wealth-’ 
quake. Mr’ Ayitabile said 
other bits of the cathedral 
have broken off recently and 
promised to seek a ban on 
afternoon soccer games in the 
plaza adjacent to the cathed- 
ral. Many errant kicks; 
ricochet off its side. 


CIccIollna 
resumes 
stage career 


ROME (AFP) — Former Ita- 
lian deputy and porn star 
Dona Staller, nicknamed “La 
| Gcdolma," is to resume one 
of her careers when she takes 
to the stage next month for 
an erotic show, the daily La 
Repub blica said Saturday. 

| The Aug. 14 performance at 
a trendy Rome nightclub, at 
which she will bare her 
breasts and “perhaps ‘a little -Jf 
. more,” could be linked to a 
political relaunch. Staller said 
she wants to meet officials 
1 -from various political parties 
' to out her views on chil- 
dren’s rights, but she denied- 
rumours linking her to Silvio 
Berlusconi's Forza Italia] 
party. Staller's political ' 
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Cat saves China 
family from 
home collapse 


— A vigilant 
rat saved her master and hs 
j““ly of six, waking them 
just minutes beforetbeir two- 
storey mud house coDapsed 
m toe central China towEiof * 
Betong, the Sichuan Daflv -4 
«*T Pape ? said. About 4:40 3 

l £ 1 4 d n| X 16 ’ U Sbubna 
and his family were awoken 
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j*™*** at their legs 

^toen jumped on a vS 
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Soldiers and dviUaas look at bodies of Tamil mg a counter offensive in the northeast region 
Tiger guerrillas killed by security forces dor- in Sri **»■»« (AFP photo) 

Sri Lankan brigadier killed by landmine 


COLOMBO (R) — A popu- 
lar Sri Lankan brigadier, 
rushing to the scene of a 
Tamil rebel attack on an 
army camp Sunday, was kil- 
led when his Land Rover was 
blown up by a rebel land- 
mine, the military said. 

Brigadier Nalim Angam- 
mana, a former spokesman 
for army headquarters who 
was about to be promoted, 
was on his way to inspect 


LTTE in 1983. 

The LTTE is fighting for a 
homeland in the north and- 
east of Sri Lanka. 

The Tigers launched their 
raids Friday as the armed 
forces prepared to resume 
their Operation Leap For- 
ward offensive in the LTTE’s 
nonhem Jaffna peninsula 
stronghold, where they say 
they captured 78 square 
kilometres of rebel territory. 

l- . v — rr • n j , 


troops at Mukara) Detach- ■/>« 'Jaffna Raefio maintained 
ment- wsrthweserof the east- • 5 lienee about the raids, 'fait ' 
em town of Batticaloa. sjJSasidents travelling from, the 
Three- other soldiers were ""'north said the town of Oman- 


killed in the blast and 10 
critically wounded, the milit- 
ary said. 

Liberat ion T igers of Tamil 
Eelam (LITE) launched an 
attack at MukarakaJ early 
Sunday killing four soldiers 
and losing four of their own 
Jen. 

The blast came as Tamil 
Tiger rebels appeared to be 
launching revenge assaults 
for Friday’s abortive raids on 
four arms camps in which 
they lost more than 330 
cadres. 

• The truck hit a mine 
planted by the LTTE on the 
Valachchenai-Makaral Road 
and the brigadier and three 
soldiers died of their injuries 


g 14 perfornw® 5 * after being airlifted, by heli- 
f Rome nigbtdnk z copter to Polommaruwa Base 
she will 'bare Hospital, the military said, 
and "perhaps a Brig. Angammana was 
couid be linked oj principal staff officer of the 
. relaunch. Stallo* Defence Ministry’s Oper- 
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Staler* approachable," said Father 

jegan when Harry Miller, a Jesuit human 

jrsetf ot } ,qcK; ft rights campaigner and chair- 
ijlic fa™* , n .'^ man of the Batticaloa Peace 
pafliameoia*^. Committee, “He was one of 
rb- profile vdS - itS a the good ones. It’s a pity he’s 
gone." 

siotorJefi^^Jgfic A military spokesman said 
^jjg. Angammana was about 
to be promoted to Major 
General and was popular 
with troops and civilians 
alike. 

In the rebel-held northern 
Jaffna peninsula, 10 Tigers 
and one soldier were killed 
Saturday when troops moved 
out of their newly captured 
area south of Alveddi and 
. R > — A '’St attacked a group of LTTE 

“5 «£' fighters- 

i w Six soldiers were wounded 

o» ^fnretfatjL and evacuated to the nearby 
nu te f ^ c^tPalaly Air Base hospital, the 
China military said. 

centra . ^ The armed forces claimed 
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thai was in mourning, with 
black flags flying the .streets 
and all the shops closed. 

The unexpected rout of 
Tamil Tiger rebels may en- 
courage a speedy ethnic 
peace plan from the govern- 
ment’s new found position of 
military strength, analysts 
said Sunday. 

“This victory for the army 
could not have come at a 
better time. With a military 
success like this, it should be 
dear that the government is 
talking from a position of 
strength,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

The latest success may' also 
help to mask the setbacks 
suffered by the military which 
had been ill-prepared when 
the LTTE pulled out of six 
months of peace talks on 
April 19 to resume its separ- 
atist war, analysts said. 

A major ground offensive 
earlier this month involving 
s ome 10,000 troops inside the 
LTTE-held Jaffna .peninsula 
came to a halt with no real 
gains for the mi litary . Just 
before that the LTTE over- 
ran an army camp killing 110 
soldiers. 

The Western diplomat said 
the government's political 
proposals, already leaked 


and published in the national 
press, included extensive de- 
volution of powers tht should 
be acceptable to “any reason- 
able person.” 

A mainstream Tamil party, 
which originally launched the 
secessionist demand for a 
separate state called Eelam, 
welcomed the proposed poli- 
tical moves from President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga as a 
“bold attempt.” 

The Tamil United.ttftegjr 
tion Fhmt ; (TUliF) whose 
separatist demand s were later 
hijacked by the LTTE, said 
the government proposals 
had several fetures which 
were a “significant advance 
on all previous political solu- 
tions.*' 

“The TULF recognises 
that this is a bold attempt on 
the part of the president and 
the government to frame a 
meaningful arrangement for 
the sharing of power.” TULF 
President M. Sivasithampar- 
am said in a statement. 

■ Analysts said the spectacu- 
lar military success would 
help Mrs. Kumaratunga win 
over the hawks among the 
majority Sinbala community 
and the influential Buddhist 
clergy who oppose conces- 
si ons to Tamils before the 
LTTE is defeated. 

The government bad ear- 
lier assured Tamil legislators 
that the peace package would 
be announced last week, and 
an inrerim council appointed 
to administer the embattled 
northern and eastern regions 
pending fresh elections. 

However, with wrangling 
between Tamil groups and 
problems among some of the 
constituent parties of the gov- 
erning People's Alliance 
coalition, the package was 
delayed, official sources said. 
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Russians, Chechens sign military pact 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Russian government officials 
and rebel Chechens signed a 
breakthrough military agree- 
ment Sunday which they said 
should pave the way for an 
end to more than seven 
months of bitter conflict in 
Chechenya. 

"We have now legally con- 
firmed the end of the war in 
Chechenya,” top Chechen 
negotiator Usman Imayev 
told reporters after signing 
the agreement to halt fighting 
immediately. 

Russian Interior Minister 
Anatoly Kulikov told a news 
% conference later: “Now all 
conditions have been created 
for civilised work to set up 
legitimate organs of power.” 

The agreement, signed in 
the early hours of Sunday 
morning in the regional capit- 
' al Grozny, provided for an 
immediate end to hostilities, 
disengagement of forces on 
each side and a programme 
of disarming by Chechen 
fighters which wonld be' 
matched by a gradual pullout 
by Russian troops. 

The deal represented the 
first real progress in peace 


talks called to end the conflict 
in thenortb Caucasus in 
which thousands of people 
have died. 

Mr. Kulikov announced 
Sunday that 1,800 troops had 
been killed, 250 were still 
missing and some 6,500 had 
been wounded in the fight- 
ing. 

Implementation is widely 
seen as crucial for holding 
free elections in Chechenya. 
planned for November. 

But putting the military 
deal into practice could prove 
more difficult than the actual 
signing. One big question is to 
what extent all separatist 
fighters, loyal to rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, wiil 
back the agreement. 

Mr. Kulikov dearly sug- 
gested chat each side had 
made concessions to secure 
agreement. "This agreement 
will not be met with delight 
either in Grozny, or in the 
mountains or even in Mos- 
cow," Mr Kulikov said. 

A big question mark re- 
mained whether it would be 
acceptable to rebel field 
Commander Shamil Basayev 
whose action last June in 


seizing hundreds of hostages 
tn the southern Russian town 
of Budennovsk led to peace 
talks being resumed. 

Mr. Kulikov said the two 
sides had signed a protocol 
providing for Chechen help 
in “detaining terrorists in 
connection with the tragedy 
in Budennovsk." 

The agreement, reached 
after talks at Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) building in 
Grozny, also appeared to 
have skirted round the most 
sensitive issue — Checheny- 
a’s future constitutional sta- 
tus. 

Russian delegates, who la- 
ter headed back to Moscow, 
said a further round of poli- 
tical talks would be held 
starting on Aug. 3. 

Chechen Commander 
Aslan Maskhadov, sitting 
alongside Mr. Kulikov at the 
news conference, said:( “In 
this war there were no win- 
ners. In the future, disputes 
between Russia and 
Chechenya will not be re- 
solved by use of force." 

“A very important step has 
been taken in the difficult 


talks, I would even call it the 
struggle, to start along the 
way to peace," Vyacheslav 
Mikhailov, Russia’s nationa- 
lities minister and chief dele- 
gate, told ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 

The conflict erupted last 
December when Russia sent 
troops. into Chechenya to 
quel! its drive for independ- 
ence, unilaterally declared in 
1991. Russian forces now 
control most of Chechenya, 
but separatists aree still hodl- 
ing out in remote mountain 
areas. 

Though the agreement 
foresees a withdrawal of Rus- 
sian troops, two Russian bri- 
gades will finally be left in 
Chechenya — one from the 
regular army, the other In- 
terior Ministry troops. 

Mr. Kulikov said, as pan 
of the deal. 1,325 Chechens 
who were being held in Rus- 
sian security screening cen- 
tres would be released im- 
mediately without condition. 

He said the two sides 
would in the next few days 
swap prisoners and exchange 
maps showing where their 
units were and identifying 


mined areas. The Chechens, 
he stud, would be allowed to 
maintain self-defence units of 
up to 20 men in villages and 
settlements. 

Meanwhile a group of 
Health Minsitry doctors has 
arrived in Chechenya with 
polio, vaccines after an out- 
break affected 43 children, 
one of whom has died, Rus- 
sian Television reported 
Saturday. 

The report showed mainly 
' infants, and said they had not 
been vaccinated. 

The war-tom southern re- 
public has chronic shortages 
of medicines, and thousands 
of people have been dislo- 
cated. 

“Babies are the most 
vulnerable" to polio, said a 
doctor at the Institute of 
Poliomyelitis and Viral En- 
cephalitis. identified by Rus- 
sian Television as E. Les- 
chinskaya. 

The polio virus often leads 
to paralysis of the extremities 
ana respiratory system. In 
countries that regularly vac- 
cinate children, it has all but 
disappeared. 
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ning of the war against the northeast region (AFP photo) 


Hostage 

drama 

threatens 

Kashmir 

pilgrimage 

PAHALGAM, India (AP) 
— Every year, Hindu pil- 
grims hike along Himalayan 
streams through the moun- 
tains of Kashmir to a cave 
where religious texts say Shi- 
va. the God of destruction, 
once lived. 

The 10-day pilgrimage to 
Amamath is usually peace- 
ful. 

This year, however, wor- 
shippers will walk past 
machine gun bunkers, cam- 
ouflage tents, minesweepers 
and thousands of uniformed 
soldiers, all in place to pro- 
tea them from Muslim insur- 
, gents who have threatened to 
^disrupt" the - march to. press. 
r their demands for independ- 
ence from India. 

In the-same hills, one mili- 
tant Kashmiri group is hold- 
ing five Western hostages — 
an American, two Britons, a 
German and a Norwegian — 
who they want to exchange 
for 21 imprisoned guerrilla 
leaders. India has rejected 
the demand. 

The threat to the Amar- 
nath pilgrimage, which starts 
Aug. JO. puts the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao in a bind. 
With 10,000 troops in the 
hills to protea the pilgrims, 
the chances are heightened of 
a clash with the kidnappers 
that could endanger the hos- 
tages. 

Mr. Rao and his party face 
an eleaion next year, so they 
can’t afford to cancel the 
pilgrimage and give the 
appearance that they are giv- 
ing in to the separatist's de- 
mands. 

The hostages were taken 
captive July 4 while hiking. A 
previously unknown militant 
organisation called Al Faran 
claimed responsibility. 

Al Faran says Indian forces 
have raided their hideouts 
five times since the kidnap- 
ping, and that two of the 
hostages were wounded in 
fighting. The Indian govern- 
ment denies any clashes or 
raids took place. 

The state administration 
expeas 50.000 to 70,000 Hin- 
du pilgrims to attend this 
year’s pilgrimage, but the 
number may be less because 
of monsoon floods and 
breached roads. 

On Saturday, the govern- 
ment flew 30 priests in a 
helicopter from the rourisr 
town of Pahaigam to the 
Amamath Cave to begin pre- 
paring the -site for the 
worship. 

“We are doing everything 
possible to make the pilgrim- 
age a success," said Lt. Gen. 
D.D. Sakiani, the top federal 
security official in Jammu- 
Kashmir. 

Ancient Hindu scriptures 
say the Amamath Yatra pil- 
grimage is one of the impor- 
tant journeys every devout 
Hindu must take. Faithful 
pilgrims say that on the night 
of the frill moon in August 
they can see an ice image of 
Shiva in the cave. According 
to the scriptures, Shiva, one 
of the three most important 
deities in the Hindu panth- 
eon. lived in the cave with his 
consort Panrati. 

Amaranth is situated in a 
narrow gorge at the end of 
the Lidder valley, at an alti- 
tude of 3,880 metres. Ft rakes 
five days to make the 46- 
kilometre (29-mile) walk 
there and back from Pahai- 
gam. 


ASEAN optimistic over Spratlys solution 


BANDAR SERI BE- 
GAWAN, Brunei (R) — 
South East Asian nations en- 
ded a two-day meeting Sun- 
day deploring nuclear 
weapons tesrs in the South 
Pacific and expressing optim- 
ism about lowering tensions 
with China over disputed is- 
lands in the South China Sea. 

The Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) issued a widerang- 
ing communique at the end of 
tfreir annual foreign ministers 
meeting, expressing concern 
about the volatility of inter- 
national financial markets, 
Vietnamese refugees and 
efforts to link trade issues 
with workers’ rights. 

They called for lifting of 
the global army embargo on 
the combatants in Bosnia and 
for a more robust mandate 
for the United Nations 
peacekeeping mission there. 

They welcomed the posi- 
tive outcome of talks in 
Malaysia between the, United- 
States, and .North Korea to 
contain the North's nuclear 
programme, and progress in 
talks between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation on self-government. 

The ministers “deplored 


the resumption or planned 
resumption of nuclear tests in 
the Asia-Pacific in view of the 
commitment of all state par- 
ties to the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty to exert 
utmost restraint on nuclear 
weapons testing." • 

But attention throughout 
the conference was focused 
on China, which is not a 
member, but was bolding 
consultations with ASEAN 
— Brunei. Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

China has been accused of 
constructing military facilities 
on the Spratlys. a chain of 
uninhabited islands, atolls 
and reefs straddling heavily- 
used sealanes in the South 
China Sea. 

The islands are daimed by 
both Taiwan and China and 
by four ASEAN members — 
newly-inducted Vietnam. 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Brunei. 

China has staked its claim 
to the islands in the past on 
the basis of historical and 
archaeological evidence and 
until now has insisted on 
addressing the matter 


bilaterally, to prevent the 
other claimants from ganging 
up on it. 

Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen issued a statement 
after meeting ASEAN offi- 
cials saying China still 
claimed sovereignty over the 
islands based on historical 
claims but was willing to set- 
tle the dispute on the basis of 
international sea law. 

Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Alatas, who chaired 
the - ASEAN meeting with 
China, told reporters the 
change in the Chinese posi- 
tion was significant. “Draw- 
ing lines in the South China 
Sea would become a much 
more transparent proposition 
than has been the case," he 
said. 

He said China had agreed 
to settle the dispute on the 
basis of the 1982 U.N. Con- 
vention on the Law of the 
Sea. 

Philippines Foreign Minis- 
ter Domingo Siazon emerged 
from a bilateral meeting with 
Mr. Qian Sunday saying Chi- 
na’s new position “opens the 
door to a political comprom- 
ise. 

“That was not the 


case 


when the- claim was based 
only on historical rights." he 
said. 

The highlight of the confer- 
ence, however, was the in- 
duction of Vietnam as the 
group's seventh member. 

ASEAN was founded 28 
years ago at the height of the 
Indochina war when its five 
original members were wor- 
ried about Communist in- 
surgencies in their own back- 
yards. 

Vietnam brings a popula- 
tion of 72 million people and 
the region's largest standing 
army to the grouping. As a 
frontline state against China, 
with whom it fought a border 
war in 1979. It brings a new 
heft to ASEAN’s dealings 
with China. 

The foreign ministers also 
agreed to consider a sugges- 
tion from host Brunei to im- 
plement the ASEAN Free 
Trade Area (AFTA) — with 
tariffs among members at a 
maximum of five per cent — 
by^the year 2000, instead of 

AFTA would have a com- 
bined population of 420 mil- 
lion people, more than in 
North America or in Europe. 


‘Pakistan committed to ending child labour’ 

ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 

The Pakistani government 
admitted Sunday that the 
country has child labour but 
rejected charges by a human 
rights group that it had failed 
to curb the practice. 

“The government has 
pledged itself to protert chil- 
dren and their rights,” 

Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
special assistant on social 
work said, quoted by the 
official Associated Press of 
Pakistan. 

“We are not denying the 
reality” qf child labour, she 
said, adding it was the result 
of the “economic situation" 


and “overpopulation" in the 
country. 

She said it was “not fair" 
that some international hu- 
man rights organisations ahd 
used toe issue to ban the 
country’s exports, adding 
some NGOs weie working 
“for vested interest to mating 
Pakistan." 

Human Rights Watch/ 
Asia, in a a 78-page report 
released in Washington Sun- 
day, charged that Pakistani 
employers forcibly extraa 
labour from thousands of. 
workers through physical 
abuse, debt-bondage and 
forced confinement. 


The report, entitled “Con- 
temporary Forms of Slavery 
in Pakistan." said: “While 
illegally detained in lockups, 
bonded labourers are often 
physically, sexually and 
psychologically abused." 

It faulted Pakistani author- 
ities for failing to arrest, pro- 
secute or punish employers 
who hold workers in bon- 
dage. 

Tire group also urged the 
United States and European 
countries to ban the import of 
goods made by bonded 
labour and suspend privileges 
pending guarantees that the 
bonded labour system is 


being eradicted in Pakistan. 

Shahnaz Wazir Ali said the 
government had already de- 
cided to condua a country- 
wide survey with the help ot 
the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) to known 
the exaa number of children 
working in sub-human condi- 
tions. 

After the survey is com- 
pleted by June next year, the 
government would set up 35 
rehabilitation centres where 
underage child workers and 
destitutes would be housed, 
she said adding that the child 
workers would be provided 
basic education, good nutri- 
tion and a good atmosphere. 


Hiroshima bombing stirs debate 50 years later 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Why did the United States 
drop the atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima? 

The answer to that ques- 
tion once was as obvious to 
Americans as tbe colours of 
the U.S. flag: “The dropping 
of the bombs stopped tbe 
war, saved millions of lives," 
as then President Harry Tru- 
man once put it. 

But in the fifty years since 
the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, a generation 
of U.S. historians have amas- 
sed a discomfiting body of 
evidence that strongly sug- 
gests that it was not quite so. 

The bombing was unneces- 
sary, these so-adled revision- 
ist historians argue. Japan 
was on the brink of collapse 
and U.S. leaders knew it but 
went ahead with the bombing 
anyway to keep the Soviets at 
bay, they say. 

It is a view of the war’s end 
— and of cold war icons like 
Truman — that has gone 
down like nitroglycerine. 

“Unless these historians 
were to be in the first wave 
going ashore against the 
enemy, they have no right to 
make any sort of judgement 
on the use of this weapon,” 
wrote Venlo Wolfeohnn re- 
cently in a typical letter to the 
editor of ‘ the Washington 
Post. 

The 50th anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima has 
unleashed a first-class furor 
here over whether the United 
States was right or wrong in 
using such a weapon of mass 
destruction. 


Half a dozen books, a 
primetime television 
documentary, countless 
newspaper and magazine 
articles have been published 
on the subjea. Tbe tradition- 
al view of Truman’s decision 
to use 'the bomb so far 
appears to be winning the 
battle for hearts, if not 
tninds. 

A storm of protests from 
veterans, and air force lob- 
byists earlier this year en- 
gulfed a Hiroshima 
anniversary exhibit by the 
Smithsonian’s Air and Space 
Museum, leaving it stripped 
bare except for the Enola 
Gay, the aircraft that drop- 
ped the bomb on Hiroshima 
on Aug. 9, 1945. 

The Postal Service was also 
forced to withdraw a stamp 
depicting a mushroom cloud 
over Hiroshima after it drew 
protest from Tokyo and be- 
came an issue in U.S.- 
Japanese ties. 

“Unfortunately, there are 
a lot more vets than there are 
historians,” said Kai Bird, a 
leading revisionist historian. 

Mr. Bird, co-chairman of 
tbe Historians Committee for 
Open Debate on Hiroshima, 
says the war as veterans ex- 
perienced it "should be part 
of the story." 

“But it’s essentially history 
from the foxhole. It does not 
say anything about what 
historians now know was 
going on inside the Oval 
Office, what Truman's 
closest advisers knew and 
when they knew it and bow 
they made this decision," he 
said. 


Critics of the revisionists 
say they give too little weight 
to the will to resist among 
Japanese hardliners, the 
fresh memories of the bloody 
fighting at Iwo Jima and Oki- 
nawa and the prospects of 
huge casualties if Japan had 
been invaded. 

“Fifty years after the 
event, people are looking 
back with a post-Hiroshima 
mindset," said Richard Hal- 
lion, the air force's chief 
historian. 

“The danger of that kind of 
a mindset is when you go 
back to an event and look at 
it with a near contemporary 
focus you tend to evaluate 
activities of decision’ makers 
in a context utterly removed 
from the context they were 
looking at." 

The historical debate over 
the decision to drop the 
bomb dates to 1965 with the 
publication of “Atomic Di- 
plomacy, Hiroshima and 
Postdam" by Gar Alperovitz. 

It was the first work to 
suggest that diplomatic cal- 
culations with regard to the 
Soviet Union played a role in 
the decision to drop the 
bomb, a conclusion streng- 
thened 13 years later with the 
discovery of Truman's own 
diaries. 

"We just have a great deal 
of evidence that foe bomb 
was used in cold war calcula- 
■ tions with the Russians," Mr. 
Alperovitz said. 

He and other historians 
make foe case that by foe 
summer of 1945, U.S. leaders 
knew that Japan was hanging 
by a thread, near collapse 


and ready to end the war. 

Before the bomb was suc- 
cessfully tested on July 18. 
U.S. military leaders be- 
lieved there were other op- 
tions that could end the war 
without an allied invasion of 
the Japanese home islands. 

In particular, they believed 
the Soviet entry into the war 
by invading Manchuria, 
would shock foe Japanese 
into surrender. 

"He’ll be in foe Jap War on 
Aug. 15th," Truman wrote in 
his diary July 17 after meet- 
ing with Stalin at Postdam. 
Germany. “Fuji Japs when 
that comes about." 

By then, though, Truman 
had already begun to try to 
delay foe Russian entry to tbe 
war. The A-Bomb had been 
tested successfully foe day 
before and U.S. policymak- 
ers believed they now had a 
trump card to play with die 
Soviets. 

An entry July 28 in the 
Navy Secretary James For- 
restal’s diary records that 
then Secretary of State James 
Byrne said “he was most 
anxious to get the Japanese 
affair over with before the 
Russians got in with particu- 
lar reference to (the Manchu- 
rian ports of) Airen and Port 
Arthur.” 

Three days later, Truman 
rave foe order to drop the 
bomb no sooner than Aug. 2. 
On Aug. 6, tbe bomb called 
Little Boy dropped on 
Hiroshima, killing an esti- 
mated 60,000 people out- 
right. Three days later, the 
second bomb fell on Nagasa- 
ki, killing an equal number. 
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Glow for positive turn 

THERE WAS good news coming from 
Damascus yesterday. The Syrian govern- 
ment decided to resume talks with Israel 
at the level of “military experts." 
Whether this meant at the level of the two 
countries 9 chiefs of staff, who met in 
Washington last month, remains to be 
seen however. 

The point of contention in the tough 
negotiations between the two. countries is 
now centred on- the stationing of Israeli 
early warning posts on the Golan 
Heights. Syria sees no reason, in this age 
of advanced technology and, space satel- 
lites, to station Israeli troops on its 
territory. Israel, meanwhile, says the 
plateau is so high that it gives advantage 
not only to a mounting of a surprise 
attack but also, to providing early warn- 
ing of any massing of troops on the Syrian 
front. The Syrians propose monitoring 
from the air. They must have in min d the 
fact that Jordan and Israel concluded 
peace without monitoring stations. Not- 
withstanding these two points of conten- 
tion, the resumption of talks in itself 
especially between the military of the two 
countries is a good omen. If the two 
armies/ arch-enemies, could talk on such 
fine detai^;ti»e» the negotiaticms should 
be expected-to bear fruit at some point, 
probably soon. 

While we understand Israel’s preoc- 
cupation with its own security, we find it 
very hard to accept Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres’ fears about who would 
be ruling Syria in 20 years. Surely by that 
time there would be more ‘acceptance of 
peace on all fronts by all peoples, espe- 
cially if what is adopted now is the right 
choice, namely reaching a settlement. 
Besides, Israel will have further de- 
veloped its already superior technology 
and monitoring capabilities. But all of- 
this is details compared to the real issue 
here. What seems to be missing, or 
perhaps hidden, is a determined will on 
both sides to pursue peace. If peace, not 
power politics, is the goal, then all 
obstacles would be removed and in the 
shortest period of time. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER Sunday said that Israel continues to raise the 
security issue as a pretext to perpetuate its occupation of 
Arab lands, pursuiting exactly the same policies which 
motivated the Jewish state to wage wars on the Arab 
countries since 1948. Ahmad Misteh said that Israeli 
leaders are holding on to the same old policies in the 
negotiations with the Palestinians, something which is 
continually delaying a final agreement. Indeed, die security 
obsession in Israel Ties behind the Jewish state's aggressive 
policies and the wars it had launched in 1967 to occupy 
Arab lands which it is reluctant to abandon in exchange for 
peace, continued the writer. Now in the peace era, Israel is 
trying to hold on to the Syrian Golan Heights, also under 
the pretext of ensuring Israel's security, and is holding on 
to Arab Jerusalem as its capital with no regard to Arab and 
Muslim rights in the city, said the writer, file same security 
obsession has caused the Israelis to send in settlers to live 
inside the Arab city of Hebron and to encircle the Arab 
cities with Jewish settlements, although such moves are 
bound to undermine the peace process, he continued. The 
writer expressed the view that it is Palestinian Arabs who 
are in need of security and protection not only from the 
occupational forces but also from the settlers who, armed 
to the teeth, continue to threaten the Arab citizens and 
their future in their homeland. 

A WRITER in A1 Dustour daily focused attention on Iraq 
and the continued U.N. embargo on the 18 million Arabs 
living there. Mohammad Kawash noted that Iraqi diplo- 
mats are now launching a diplomatic offensive at the 
international level with the hope of persuading the world 
'community to lift the embargo and end the sufferings of the 
innocent population. What is helping the Iraqis at the 
moment is the confusion within the world community and 
among the world's major powers over a unified policy 
vis-a-vis the situation in Bosnia which might help ease the 
pressure on Iraq and open the door for many countries to 
seek the lifting of the embargo, said Mohammad Kawash. 
The writer said that the conflicting interests of the major 
powers are bound to result in a weakening of the American 
stand against Iraq at a time when the Iraqi government is 
showing fell cooperation with the United Nations, some- 
thing which justifies the lifting of the embargo. Furth- 
ermore. he said, the Islamic and Arab nations feel * 
embarassed with the continuation of the sanctions at a lime 
when they feel they must unite their efforts to extend a 
helping hand to their Muslim brothers in Bosnia. 


Labour’s leadingduo looks 
to win the battle and the war 


SPEAKING AT a dinner 
held in honour of visiting 
Argentinian Foreign Minister 
Guido Di Telia just hours 
after the Ramat Gan suicide 
bombing last week. Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres was 
candid about the political 
hazards of peacemaking. 
"We axe winning historically, 
but losing politically." he de- 
clared. 

Indeed, last week was a 
rough week for the govern- 
ment determined to pursue 
its peace policies. 

Two days after Ramat 
Gan, the coalition survived 
three Labour defections to 
barely defeat (by a 59-59 
vote)’ a Knesset effort to 
hamstring peace negotiations 
with Syria by requiring a par- 
liamentary super-majority to 
allow compromise on the 
Golan. 

However. Mr. Peres, 
sounded undeterred soon af- 
ter the Golan vote. 

He has taken on the bull- 
dozer role in the peace pro- 
cess — pressing forward and 
never looking back. Mr. 
Peres insists that given the 
intensity of struggles ahead 
— including those with set- 
tlers — it is crucial to ge- 
nuinely radiate a sense that 
the country is on a rendez- 
vous with history or else 
there will not be the fortitude 
to survive the setbacks. 

In private meetings, he has 
brushed aside those who have 
said he could damage pros- 
pects of reelection in 1996 by 
pushing peace with the 
Palestinians as relentlessly as 
he has. 

Politicians are usually not 
supposed to look beyond the 
next election campaign. 

The almost 72-year-old 
Peres did not deny to this 
reporter that his advanced 
age gives him a different 
perspective on events and 
propels him to press this 
issue, which he insists is right 
for the country's future. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Rabin 
have both been prime minis- 
ter and defence minister, not 
to mention already winning 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 
‘.‘Being a minister is not the 
most important thing," he 
says. "It is more important 
what you-are doing than what 
title you have: l am not afraid 
of tough decisions if we can 
prevent this issue from being 


Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
hope their vision of a long-term his- 
toric gain does not result in short-term 
political pain, David Makovsky, of the 
Jerusalem Post writes - 


passed on to a younger gen- 
eration." 

While he gets heckled 
often, including last week 
when he visited Rachel's 
Tomb, Mr. Peres says he 
does not feel defeated. He 
hopes his peace policies will 
be vindicated by 1996. 

Unlike Mr. Rabin, he also 
is known to think that a 
breakthrough with Syria — 
should it occur — would be 
electoraily popular. Mr. 
Peres also says the public 
likes leadership — people 
who know where they want 
to go. While disagreeing with 
some of their specific poli- 
cies, Mr. Peres has deep 
admiration for former U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan' 
and former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
who took their countries in a 
sharply new direction. 

However, as it stands now. 
the political odds are not in 
his favour. Indeed, one won- 
ders if politicians would take 
the political gamble involved 
in the peace process much 
earlier in their career. Earlier 
this year. Labour Party 
Secretary-General Nissim 
Zvilli. who is responsible for 
Labour's 19% campaign, cal- 
led foT putting the peace pro- 
cess on ice until after the 
balloting. 

As the defection of three 
Labourites in last week's 
Knesset vote demonstrates, 
retaining his own party sup- 
port in the future will be no 
easy matter. , 

Labour Party official Giora 
Eini. who periodically serves 
as a peacemaker between 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres, 
said it is extraordinary the 
two have held sway in Labour 
so far. 

“These two, by sheer force 
of personality, have carried 
-the whole party with them 
until now," he says. “It is 
remarkable (given the elec- 
toral stakes)." 


However, for a variety of 
reasons, Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Peres are discovering that 
their own political base sup- 
port for peace is vulnerable. 

Previous prime ministers 
did not have to contend with 
the new electoral rules. Pri- 
maries within the parties 
mean Knesset members will 
be chosen by the grassroots 
and not by the ruling lead- 
ership. 

One cannot underestimate 
the impact of centrifugal 
forces being unleashed. If 
this week was an example, 
one can expect MKs to defy 
party leadership on a popular 
issue like the Golan the clos- 
er that elections loom. 

Mr. Rabin wants Labour 
politicians to subjugate all 
issues to preserve as broad a 
base of support as possible' 
for the peace process. 

While grassroots decision- 
making is a reform that — 
with time — should increase 
the accountability of MKs to 
the public, it is but another 
example of favourable re- 
forms that incur political risks 
for Mr. Rabin with his own 
political bases. 

He cannot guarantee he 
will be able to marshal sup- 
port for legislative initiatives 
when he needs it. 

This is particularly true 
when faced with the fun- 
damental changes needed to 
make the peace process suc- 
cessful. 

By seeking to transform a 
100-year conflict, one cannot 
expect love and kisses with 
the Palestinians overnight. 
The fact is that Gaza is begin- 
ning to change economically: 
and that Palestinians are tak- 
ing measures against “terror- 
ists" is undoubtedly a 
change. .. . ... - 

. However, -politidansiare 
elected every four years;.and 
they must show quicker and 
more complete results. 


Nonetheless, exiting Gaza 
last year seems relatively 
painless compared to the new 
phase of the peace process. 
Leaving the violence-ridden 
Gaza was almost its own re- 
ward. 

For good measure, Israel 
soon thereafter achieved a 
peace treaty with Jordan, 
made forays into North Afri- 
ca and the Gulf, and obtained 
broad international support. 

However, unlike the first 
phase of the Oslo accord, the 
upcoming one means a pull- 
back from six dries in the 
occupied territories with no 
apparent quid pro quo as far 
as the Israeli public is con- 
cerned. It will be seen much 
more as a unilateral deal be- 
nefiting the Palestinians. 

As. Mr. Rabin said recently 
in a cabinet meeting, “we 
have done the easy part with 
Gaza; now it gets harder." 

Furthermore, polls demon- 
strate that every attack inside 
the Green Line, such as the 
one in Ramat Gan, pulls at 
Mr. Rabin's secular. Ashke- 
nazi middle-class political 
base along ' the populated 
coast in a way that attacks in 
the occupied territories do 
not. 

Support for Mr. Rabin 
plunged particularly after the 
Dizengoff bombing last fall, 
and aides privately admit 
they have yet to recover from 
that drop among their own 
voters. 

These Rabin voters 
apparently believed a tacit 
contract was violated. The 
implidt deal was that they 
would support the Rabin 
peace polides if he would do 
what he promised ia 1992 — 
take Gaza out of Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Rabin's political base 
has also carried the brunt of 
another important reform — 
national health insurance 
taxes have fallen hardest on 
the middle to affluent voters, 
who according to statistics 
were more likely to vote Mr. 
Rabin in 1992. 

The Rabin government 
must first energise its own 
political base about the im- 
portance of keeping faith 
with the long-term signifi- 
cance qf the peace process if 
it. is to>ljave. ar chance of- 
winning' jie» year’s- .election .. 
or otherwise be content to 
hope to win the verdict of 
history. 


Sudan’s rulers see prosperity, 
people bemoan poverty 


By Samia Nakhoul 
Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Inside 
the pink-stone British-built 
treasury. Sudan's finance 
minister speaks of a healthy 
self-reliant economy, 
targets met and a rosy fu- 
ture. 

But outside the grandiose 
arcaded building the flawed 
reality hits you in the face. 
People are angry and re- 
sentful. They complain of 
inflation, hardship and low 
living standards. 

Hyperinflation has hit 
this huge African country in 
recent years, impoverishing 
people and adding to the 
pressures on the” Islamic 
government, in power since 
1989. 

The National Islamic 
Front (NIF). the ruling 
power behind Lieutenunt” 
Generai Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir's government, says 
inflation is the natural re- 
sult of radical liberalisation. 

Officials preach the coun- 
try is switching from years 
of living on aid to a new 
self-reliance, and people 
should put up with the tran- 
sition. 

"Sudan is a very rich 
country." Hassan Al’ Turn- 
in’. the influential head of 
the National Islamic Front, 
told Reuters. 

"In a couple of years we 
will be exporting oil. We 
have animal wealth. We 
have mineral resources, we 

have agriculture and arable 
land, ft is going to be ex- 
ploited. 

"They are turning to- 
wards their own wealth. 
We're mobilising people. 
We know there is a transi- 
tion and we have to strug- 
gle." 

With the certainly of 
ideologues, officials often 
brush off criticisms of soar- 
ing inflation, sating it onlv 







Omar Hassan At Bashir 
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affects salaried workers, a 
minority in an acriculture- 
based economy where most 
people are farmers who 
have something to sell as 
well as to buv. 


But ordinary Sudanese, 
who have suffered famine 
and drought since inde- 
pendence from. Britain in 
1956 as well as a 12-year-old 
civil war in the south, won- 
der how much longer they 
must wait as their living 
standards continue to de- 
cline. 

At Omdurman market, a 
warren of shops and stalls 
that serve the capital Khar- 
toum. traders sit around in 
largely empty shops. Few 
people come in and even 

fewer buy rather than just 

browse. 

Othman Ibrahim, a tailor 
and father of six. sat behind 
his sewing machine with a 
hag stacked with gallahyas 

(traditional robes) made 
during the Muslim feast of 
Al Adha in May and still 
awaiting the customers who 
ordered them. 

But they never returned 
because they could not pay 
the Si. 50 bill, leaving Mr. 
Ibrahim mired in debt. 

"I am borrowing money 
from the merchant next 
door to keep going and 
when the people come and 


pay me I will give him back 
his money. I even bought 
the cloth with a loan. I have 
been borrowing For 
months." Mr. Ibrahim said. 

Ahmad Youssef. a mer- 
chant. said: "We're living 
on the edge. If we sell, we 
eat. if we do not, we can- 
not." he said. "I used to 
buy one kilo of meat every- 
day. now 1 buy a quarter of 
a kilo every few days. I 
don't buy fruits Or sweets 
for the children." 

Finance Minister Abdal- 
lah Hassan Ahmad sees 
things differently and has a 
string of statistics to support 
his case. 

According to him. gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
has increased annually by 
an average' of 8.5 per cent 
since the reform program- 
me began three years ago. 
Agricultural production has 
gone up and Sudan now has 
a surplus to export, he said. 

Exports increased from 
$3(WI million in the financial 
year 1993-94 to over S51HJ 
million in 1994-95. Ho said 
inflation went down to 56 


per cent in May from 130 
per cent last year. 

Wesrern diplomats attri- 
bute the success to good 
rain rather than to the gov- 
ernment. "The GDP went 
up because they had a good 
harvest last year. If there is 
a good rain, there is a good 
harvest. If rain is bad. it is a 
disaster." one said. 

Sudan's foreign debt is 
officially $12 billion, though 
some foreign economists 
say it is at least $16 billion, 
a staggering 30 years or so 
of export tarings. Foreign 
economists put inflation at 
more than 80 per cent. 

Many traders blame the 
government's radical Isla- 
mic ideology. and the inter- 
national conflicts it has 
drawn Sudan into, for their 
economic woes. 

"Since this government 
came we have had srrong 
enmity with the West and a 
severe boycott by most 
countries. This government 
came out with policies that 
strangled Sudan. We be- 
came isolated and this has 
deprived Sudan of many 
things." said a shopkeeper. 

Khartoum has become 
more and more economical- 
ly and politically isolated 
from the West since the 
Islamists came to power in a 
jyfiy coup. 

The United States lists 
Sudan as a state which 
sponsors terrorism. 

The tussle with the West 
has cost Sudan an estimated 
S809 million a year in aid. 
Sudan's sympathy with Iraq 
in the Gulf war in 1991 
added to its w-oes. deprivinc 
it of remittances from 
‘Sudanese expatriate work- 
ers who had to leave 
Kuwait. 

But officials say people 
should appreciate self- 
reliance. 

“Years back this country' 
was hungry. People were 
feeding us from abroad. 
Our economy is self- 
sufficient now."' Dr. Turabi 
said. 

“Sudan is an independent 
country." he added. 


LETTERS 


Israel must take 
initiate for peace 


Si * 


To the Editor: . 

the EXPLOSION "“^dOTr^ddespioable acHo | 

jSfSi" Ermine Me**- ^ 

determination. to several Israeli news. 

An anonymous tel ^°? lbe military wing of Hamas, - 
agencies said Yeh,va Ayash ^ ^ 

was responsible. However, ^ thc aSSa B a 

correspondent for Israejt be lreate d serious- 

“well-known nuisance who h s ^ 3 j " ^ responsibility. - 
!y.” As of yet, no group 1 ^ attack, but the more"; 

One may wonder who • hDpen ? The unidentified-, 
important question is why ^ “ ^^cause of “Israel's- 

nian side from deciding in principle to end We woient 
struggle against Israel." He continued to say that as tong >< 
astPalestimans) do not attain their goal (^ratehood), we y 
cannot demand that they lay down their arms. Toj 
simplify, free Palestine from Israel’s military occupation.,; 

TOedbiy of the bombing, I met a history professor^, 
the University of Haifa at the Church of St. George nr ; 
Madaba. By^ chance, we were both there to view the^- 
original mosaic floor map of Holy Land mde aroimd 56(^ 
AD. The professor said he gave a speech at UT in 
which was nestled between wars he fought in 1948, 1956.;: 
1967 and 1973. I asked him his feelings concenyng the^ 
peace process, he told me ’’men were born to be firee.ca;- 
men deserve to live in peace." I agree. . > 

To further my point, an editorial in the Jordan I imes oiL; 
July 25 claimed that “no matter how many agreements ar?.. 
signed between the Arabs and Israel, our people, and no^ 
doubt many Israelis as well, will not believe in that peace., 
unless Israel is willing to accept Palestinian self^ 
determination and their right to establish their.own state. ■ 

The occupation of Palestine is wrong and will only lead: 
to more attacks inside Israel’s borders. The late Yehosbafet 
Harkabi, an Israeli military great and former professor at ; 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, in his book, Israel’s 
Fateful House, called for the establishment of a Palestinian 
state. He argued it was.in Israel’s best interest. His words 
.ring prophetic. 

. The Israeli government must decide to initiate the 
correct solution, until then their people will live in fear.' 
Most people may not want to acknowledge this feet at the 
present time of mourning. Unfortunately, this tragic event 
highlights the vicious circle of killing that Israel created. 
Once the Palestinians have attained self-determination, „ 
“there will no longer bo any point in continuing the £ 
struggle.” 

. in ' Visiting; S&& 

Jocdan-Houston YMC^rf^change programme, 

Amman . 


Faulty behaviour 


To the Editor: 

ATTEMPTING TO teach a person, who is rarely accus- 
tomed to, and ignorant of the ethics of hospitality and good 
conduct, is a useless endeavour. For some of us, unfortu- 
nately, courteous behaviour is just not a way of life. 

Nevertheless, in the case of those taking on posts in 
embassies and diplomatic missions in any embassy, it is 
expected that they should develop certain charm and good 
manner, and not treat people with conceit and superiority. 

It is sad to see. however, that the staff of many embassies in 
Jordan, especially European ones, continue to treat Jorda- 
nians with utter disregard. This intolerable attitude is only 
made worse by the bitter and stringent procedures and 
regulations meted out to anyone who is unfortunate 
enough to need to submit a visa application to anv of these 
countries. Such backward and offensive procedures would 
be more becoming of the “closed doors” policy, and most 
certainly do not reflect with the spirit of the age and all this 
talk of greater cooperation and openness among the 
world’s countries. . 

The Belgian Embassy, which is responsible for issuing I TLT; 
visas to the Benelux states (Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
Luxembourg), and according to a note pinned up on the 
bottom of a staircase (under which we find the application 
window!) that anywhere between four weeks to three 
months are needed to issue any Jordanian a visa... take it 
or leave it!!! (without any consideration to emergencies, 
trade exchange, economic benefit, or any such issues). One 
would think our Belgian brethren were still using four- 
wheeled carts and wooden barges to transport visa applica-- 
tions between here and their offices in Europe, or they had J ■*; -~-T 
not yet heard of the communication revolution. 

Perhaps it would do good for the Belgian embassy and 
others of its like to follow in the footsteps of some more 
advanced visa offices, such as that of the American 
embassy, where the consul looks over the information he 
needs concerning the applicant in a matter of hours, and 
the visa is issued (or not) within the same day. 

Should the Belgians find this American example not 
attractive to learn from, or should thev decline to find a 
more appropriate setting — other than the bottom of a 
staircase — for applicants to approach, then the least that 

,i. eJcpecled 15 for the Be, g* an consul to treat applicants 
with the same goodwill and courtesy which Jordan has 
shown him and his people, not to mention the decorum 
expected of a man in his diplomatic position. 

!f th e Belgians continue to insist on their need of four 
IO three months for a single visa to any of the 
Benelux states, it is my advice for these states that it is not 

™ "T to «' thiSgoi "S OT - Atthesame time ^ 
plea goes out to our Foreign Ministry to treat these issues 
with greater concern and to find^rad™ and reriSS 
solutions to these matters. For we are in the age of the 
communication revolution, and no one can eonSiZ me 
that it is necessary to keep people waiting four weeks m hr 
allowed entry into any g£$ m For £ ^ ^ 

sjzm sl-l# rd££ 

fewdays 3 Scfore'T^me 3 impon * nt tri P «*!* a 
I. anxiously, ask of our minister of foreign affaire 
we all know to be an excellent diplomat YoESSrfSS 
matter his most urgent attention and mkf 
steps to put things in order. * a11 n «*ssary.. 

Abdullah Al Khatib, 

The General Union of Vota^ 
Societies' in Jordan- 


n. 
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^Mururoa shadows 
the mark 


France’s new nationalism 
may be splitting the atoms of 
a federal Europe, writes 
David Marsh 


JACQUES CHIRACS 

stand backing military ac- 
tion in Bosnia, high in pro- 
file and in hauteur, repre- 
sents just one of the ways 
the new president has 
sought to stamp the impe- 
rious mark of GauIIism on 
France’s international poli- 
cies. By postponing imple- 
mentation of the Schengen 
agreement to scrap Euro- 
pean Union (EU) border 
controls, and announcing 
the resumption of nuclear 
tests at Mururoa atoll, Mr. 
Chirac has served notice 
that the trioclour is back in 
fashion. 

France’s renewed emph- 
asis on national sovereignty 
promises far-reaching re- 
percussions for French 
links with Germany and the 
future of the EU. In his 
blustering debut on the 
European state, Mr. Chirac 
has underestimated — or 
chosen to ignore — the 
effect of his style of govern- 
ment on relations with 
Hose allies such as Ger- 
many and Spain: the view 
from Madrid and Bonn is 
that Mr. Chirac's impulsive 
manner has unsettled 
France’s partners. After 
waiting two decades to gain 
France’s highest political 
office, the president gives 
the impression of being in 
such a hurry to wield power 
that he overlooks the pit- 
falls of applying it unwise- 
ly- 

Mr. Chirac’s huffing and 
puffing smacks of certain 
brave desperation. At least 
in pan, his rearguard ac- 
tion is designed to bolster 
France's international 
standing after the upsets 
caused by the end of the 
cold war and German 
reunification. Remarkably, 
Mr. Chirac’s efforts to bale 
out the leaking vessel of 
national independence 
went barely noticed in Bri- 
tain during the Conserva- 
tive -leadership battle: an 
event which, in The ranking 
list of factors influencing 
Europe’s destiny, appears 
by comparison a tawdy 
side-show. In reality, the 
shifts in the political land- 
scape in France should 
both comfort Tory Euro- 
sceptics and, simultaneous-' 
ly, take th<p wind — or at 
’.east some of the more his- 
<2rionic flailing — out of 
their sails. As a result of 
the new mood in Paris, the 
“federalised" Franco- 
German-run Europe that 
Euro-sceptics obsessively 
love to loathe now seems a 
lot less likely. 

One of the chief sources 
of inspiration for the cen- 
trepiece of the Maastricht 
treaty — economic and 
monetary union (EMU) by 
1999 — is France’s long- 
standing wish to dismantle 
the mark by subsuming it 
into a single European cur- 
rency. However, by show- 
ing a mailed fist in the 
South Pacific, Mr. Chirac 
has weakened his hand in 
Frankfurt. When Ger- 
many’s main European 
partner opts to flaunt its 
sovereignty over nuclear 
defence, the Germans can- 
not be blamed for growing 
more reluctant to relin- 
quish their own in the field 
of money. 

French policy-makers, 
who for 10 years have 
sought to Whittle away Ger- 
many’s control of its cur- 
rency, should know by now 
that the Germans’ force de 
dissuasion is called the 
mark. Germany’s resolve 
not to give it away lightly is 
founded on the belief that a 
strong currency provides 
the supreme deteTTence 
against an evil more potent 
than armies: inflation. The 
Bundesbank’s current re- 
fusal to lower interest rates 
further, in spite of the 
desire in Paris for support 
for the Bank of France's 
cautious credit easing, is 
one more reminder of Ger- 
many’s strategy of making 
EMU entry barriers as high 
and wide as possible. And 
the rail last week from 
Alain Madeiin, France's 
economy minister, for 
French interest rates to be 
two percentage points low- 
er illustrates the potential 
for explosive disagreement 
in Pans on the conduct of 
monetary policy. 

Whatever the German 
wish for partnership with 
France, strong anti-nuclear 
^opposition in Germany 
i -‘makes it hardly surprising 
that Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and other senior gov- 
ernment politicians have 


shown disouiet over the 
atomic tests. France’s mis- 
judgement of reaction in 
Germany shows similarities 
to the Shell oil company's 
underestimation of the 
German environmentalist 
lobby over the planned 
dumping at sea of the Brent 
Spar oil platform. French 
politicians who say testing 
will help Europe to deter 
nuclear adventurism by 
such states as Libya or Iraq 
fail to recognise the emo- 
tional hold of the nudear 
issue in Germany. Writers 
in the conservative Le 
Figaro, who draw parallels 
between the planned re- 
sumption of tests and 
France's help in securing 
deployment of nudear mis- 
siles in Germany in the 
early eighties, do not real- 
ise that the world has 
moved on. The disappear- 
ance of the threat of a mass 
attack from NATO’s for- 
mer adversaries in the east 
has made the Germans still 
more hostile to the military 
use of the atom. And the 
West's collective failure in 
Bosnia (in which a con- 
tributory role was played 
by Germany’s misguided 
drive to recognise Croatia 
in 1991) has gravely 
weakened the belief of the 
German public in a func- 
tioning European defence 
policy. 

In the bargaining over 
the future of the Eu, due 
to resume in next year's 
Maastricht follow-up con- 
ference, Mr. Chirac's 
“France First” policies 
make even more improb- 
able an agreement between 
France and Germany on 
some form of European 
political union. This has an 
impact on EMU because 
Germany has repeatedly 
said that a single currency 
will not be feasible without 
progress towards political 
union. The top-level under- 
standing in Bonn is that 
without an accord on this 
'•'‘matter next year, the Geir-'- 
man parliament will not 
vote m favour of EMU 
when called on to do so in 
1998. Partly because of dis- 
agreement in Germany it- 
self on whether polticai un- 
ion is desirable, the Ger- 
mans take care never com- 
pletely to define what this 
objective should look like. 
However, important pre- 
conditions for political un- 
ion are greater EU powers 
in foreign policy and de- 
fence, as well as over im- 
migration and police 
affairs. Without a radical 
shift in thinking in Paris, 
any advance next year to- 
wards more “supranation- 
al” decison-making on 
these fronts can be ruled 
out. Furthermore, France’s 
enthusiasm for another 
German demand — more 
muscle for the European 
Parliament — is likely to 
have cooled further after 
Mr. Chirac's rough recep- 
tion earlier this month from 
Strasbourg deputies pro- 
testing about the atomic 
tests. 

In the debate over the 
mark, Mr. Chirac’s nudear 
manoeuvrings wifi cause 
further frowns in the bars 
and shopping malls of Ger- 
many. Last month in Paris, 
in a speech at the head- 
quarters of the French 
Banking Assodation, Hans 
Tietmeyer, the Bundes- 
bank president, looked 
almost beatific when be 
pointed out how opinion 
polls showed 70 per cent of 
Germans opposed a single 
European currency. More 
than a little cynically, con- 
sidering the Bundesbank's 
abiding scepticism about 
this target, Mr. Tietmeyer 
called for a political cam- 
paign in Germany to im- 
prove acceptance of EMTJ- 

Mt. Chirac’s nuclear 
fuite en avant makes selling 
the single currency to the 
German electorate a still 
more uphill struggle. The 
message is dear, playing 
tough in Mururoa puts the 
mark further from France’s 
grip. It would be a rich 
paradox if Mr. Chirac's 
attempt- to reinvent 
France's credentials as a 
Grande Nation hastened its 
progressive marginalisation 
on the strategic map of 
Europe. 

The writer is Director of 
European Strategy at 
Robert Fleming, the 
London-based investment 
bank. The above article is 
reprinted from the Inde- 
pendent. ^ 


Blood lust of the pedigree dog of war 


THE NAZIS called it “der 
Siegeswille" (‘‘will to 
win”), one side's over- 
arching desire for victory 
which will always defeat the 
enemy. Last week he ar- 
rived on the heights over- 
looking Zepa, to make that 
safe haven unsafe personal- 
ly- 

A few days before be was 
filmed gloating on the 
streets of Srebrenica, 
tenderly patting a Muslim 
head A la Saddam Hussein, 
overseeing a Serb crew 
winch a U.N. transporter 
which had spun off the road 
back on to an even keel 
and, best of all, drinking 
with the defeated. The tele- 
vision pictures of General 
Ratko Mladic, slivovitz in 
his band, leering at the 
traumatised Dutch U.N. 
commander of Srebrenica, 
Lt-Col. Theo Karremans, 
told the stoiy of who has 
the greatest “will-to-win”: 
The Serbs or the West. 
Mladic had tricked fCarre- 
mans, first by getting him to 
have a drink, then ordering 
in the TV cameras to cap- 
ture the moment the U.N. 
appeared to toast the ex- 
tinction of its own safe 
haven. For Mladic, no 
humiliation of the U.N. is 
too small.* 

It was a classic move by 
perhaps the most skilful 
general of the new world 
order, a cruel genius who 
has seen off the best of the 
West’s commanders. 
Maybe there are better 
generals, but not- one has 
yet to stand up to him. 
Mladic is the subtlest bully 
in the Balkans, who has 
produced a textbook per- 
formance: He times his 
offensives perfectly, know- 
ing when' to flatten the 
enemy and when to stay his 
hand, when to talk peace, 
when to make war. 

When the French Gener- 
al, Francis Briquembnt, the 
last but one-U.N: comman- 
der in Bosnia, met Mladic 
for the first time, he came 
back almost starry-eyed, 
telling reporters: “He is a 
real chief.” Everyone 
agrees that he has an intimi- 
dating physical presence: 
Rot tail, maybe 5ft 7in5; bat 
almost as wide. He fiapehtf 
neck of a bull and the clear 
blue eyes of a Balkan 
Enoch Powell. 

That Mladic is also a 
monster with the blood of 
hundreds of thousands on 
his hands does not seem to 
trouble him, nor should it 
occlude our understanding 
of the man who, more than 
anyone else, is shaping the 
new history of Europe — 
disregarding the pieties ab- 
out morality, democracy 
and self-determination. 
Talking piety to Mladic is 
like feeding biscuits to a 
dog: He gobbles them up 
and barks for inore. 

This morning Mladic will 
be studying the small print 
of die London funk-in: In 
particular, the notion that 
NATO air strikes will be 
predicted on Bosnian Serb 
attacks on the safe have of 
Gorazde town, all three 
square kilometres of it. The 
wider haven, the outlying 
villages and countryside 



Ratko Mladic: Weil named 

which sustain it, are fair 
-game. So, too, are the out- “ 
/■' skirts of Bihac, Sarajevo 
■ and Tuzla.- But there won’t 
be any 'attacks in the near 
future on Gorazde town 
centre. Mladic knows that 
all he has to do is wait until 
the fickle flea of Western 
conscience hops off some- 
where else. And then, when 
no one is watching, he will 
strike again. 

Ratko Mladic was 
brought up on blood, tike a 
hawk. His father, Nedja, 
was killed by the Ustasha, 
the Croat Nazis, on his 
second birthday, part of the 
horrors of the World War n 
in former Yugoslavia, when 
- Serbs were persecuted 
Wholesale. That memory 
has done much to foment 
the demented paranoia 
which fires Mladic and his 
countrymen. But, accord- 
ing to Noel Malcolm's de- 
finitive Bosnia: A Short 
History, the suffering of the 
Serbs was not unique. Not 
all the children of the vic- 
tims turned mass-murderer. 


birth 


Rat in Serbo-Croat means war 


Ratko was well-named. 
“Rat” means “war” in 
SerbOrCroat, **ko” a dinu- 
nuitve for either Ratimir' 
(War or Peace) or Ratislav 
(War of the Serbs). He was 
one of Tito’s children. In 
1965, he graduated from 
the country’s military 
academy and joined the 
Communist Party, .a good 
start on the career ladder of - 
the Yugoslav People’s 
Army, the JNA. 

In 1991, former Yugosla- 
via erupted. Mladic was 
sent to Knin, epicentre of 
the rebel Serbs of Croatia. 
He butchered well, his artil- 
lery massacring Croat civi- 
lians with abandon. A 
fierce* disciplinarian, Mladic 
did nothing to rein in this 
cruelty. 

There is much talk of his 
bravery. In August 1991, 
Mladic led troops to break 
the siege of a Serb army 
barracks near Vrlika. The 
road was blocked by a bus 
booby-trapped with dyna- 
mite. An engineering unit 
had been unable to defuse 


the bombs. But Mladic, 
watched by reporters, got 
on the bus and ^.cut the 
detonator wires.- At -least, 
that is the myth:tAnd Mla- 
dic is a man about whom 
myths are readily woven. 

In May 1992, Slobodan 
Milosevic, the puppet- 
master of Belgrade, sent 
Mladic to join the new Bos- 
nian Serb army. For the 
purposes of blasting the 
Bosnian people, who liked 
the multi-ethnicity of old 
Yugoslavia, into submission 
he invented a new lexicon 
of artillery commands: 
“Roast!” “Pound them 
senseless!" Mladic was re- 
corded that month ordering 
the shelling of the capital 
with 155m howitzers, the 
target two suburbs. “Bum 


it all,” he snapped. “Bom- 
bard both of them.. Leave 
the 82mm and the 120mm, 
and use- the heaviest;”' ■■ 

Sarajevo, hellish as it 
was, was not so bad com- 
pared with what was going 
on in the countryside: 
Rape, mass-murder, con- 
centration camps. Mladic is 
a hands-on general. For his 
role in the 1992 genocide, 
the United States branded 
him a war criminal. 

Intriguingly, in 1994, Bel- 
grade turned on its 
appointed warrior. That 
March, a retired INA offic- 
er, Gajo Petkovic, called 
Mladic “conceited,” a 
“cynic and a sadist” and 
accused him of being car- 
ried away by rage and bru- 
tality.” Petkovic — it seefhs 


with the tacit assent of 
Milosevic — accused Mla- 
dic of having “the un- 
doubted responsibility for 
the crimes of members of 
the army he led.” That 
night, Petkovic says, Mladic 
called him up from die Bos- 
nian Serb headquarters at 
Pale. The general was not 
best pleased: “You'll get 
yours soon. You’ll remem- 
ber who Ratko Mladic is.” 

Later that month, Mla- 
dic’s beloved daughter. 
Ana, a 23-year-old medical 
student, took out a revolver 
and blew her head off. 
Friends said she had been 
appalled by the Petkovic 
attack. 

He loves playing mind- 
games with the enemy. 
When he is on the offensive 
be disappears. General Sir 
Michael Rose, the former 
U.N. top man in Bosnia, 
once tried to get through to 
him to find that he was 
speaking to an answering 
machine. So he reverted to 
faxing threats of air strikes; 
Mladic disconnected bis 
fax. 

Michael Williams, a for- 
mer U.N. information 
chief, recalls a scene during 
a coffee break in 18-hour 
talks in Belgrade when Mla- 
dic snapped. “He was wear- 
ing a 1958 suit, black, with a 
black shin, because be was 
in mounting for his daugh- 
ter. At one point his face 
went bright red, his veins 
standing out on the neck. 
“Don’t you tell me about 
NATO bombers. If you use 
.them, we will be merciless 
in our response." 

Contempt for the U.N.; 
contempt, too, for his poli- 
tical “master,” Radovan 
Karadzic, whose corruption 
is legion. The Serbian 
rumour machine does not 
suggest Mladic is bent, but 
tins is a country where peo- 
ple say of him: “He is a 
god.” At the 1994 Geneva 
peace talks, Mladic showed 
who was boss. Karadzic had 
been entirely negative, 
threatening to pull out of 
the talks after the Bosnian 
government had insisted on 
only a month-long cease- 
fire. Mladic chipped in: 
“Let’s do it. Why not?* 
That was the; 'pragmatic 
: Mladic; a man more chilling 
than the paranoiac. 

The bad press bounces 
off Mladic’s pachyderm 
neck. BBC reporter Martin 
Bell has written a coldly 
angry book on Bosnia, In 
Hum’s Way, to be pub- 
lished in September. In it 
be quotes Mladic’s retort to 
a western military officer 
“I don't care what the press 
says about me because I will 
be vindicated by history.” 

Mladic, modestly com- 
pares himself to Napoleon. 
This weekend the world 
waits for Wellington. And 
waits. And waits... 

The Observer « 


Serbs retreat 


(Continued from page 1) 

by itself and extend max- 
imum help to Bosnia to liber- 
ate Bihac,” he said. 

Krajina Serb leader Milan 
Martic told reporters on Sun- 
day he believed an attack on 
Knin was possible. 

Bosnian federation Presi- 
dent. Kresimir Zubak, a 
Croat, said Croat forces were 
now poised to penetrate deep 
into Serb-held north-central 
Bosnia and encroach on 
Knin. 

Bihac's survival is crucial 
for Zagreb's quest to cut off 
the Knin Serbs from Bosnia 
to press them into talks on 
reintegration or, failing that, 
pave the way for reconquest. 

Karl Gorin set, a well- 
informed Croatian military 
analyst, said a third of some 
30,000 Croat troops in west- 
ern Bosnia were Croatian 
army regulars with 10,000 
more due in by mid-week. 

Bosnia and Croatia lost 70 
per cent and 30 per cent of 
their territory respectively in 
wars with separatist Serbs 
sparked by the breakup of 
multinational federal Yugos- 
lavia in 1991-92. 

Tie Zagreb and Sarajevo 
governments last year forced 
a military bloc to bolster a 
new Muslim-Croat federation 
in Bosnia. Mr. Tudjman 
promised intervention to save 
Bihac in response to Bosnian 
government appeals last 
week. 


A RARE investment opportunity 

AVAILABLE FOR THOSE INTERESTED 
IN TOURIST INVESTMENT AND 
TOURIST & TREATMENT VILLAGES 

A piece of land is available with unique features 
located in the tourist investment area of the Dead 
Sea Eastern shore is available for investmentThe 
plot which is more than 200 dunums, is flat and 
has hot and cold mineral water. The plot is served 
by asphalt roads and electricity. It can be used for 
establishing spa villages or any other investments. 
Local and foreign investment companies and 
individuals interested in such an investment 
opportunity are kindly requested to call 

Tel. 08(544456, No mediators please. 



Announcement Issued by (JUST) 
JwdanUravefsityofSdena&Tedmology 
Tender No. (36/95) 




Jordan University of Science & Technology (JUST) Invites local 
Jordanian & International Vendors to submit bids for the purpose of 
rebuilding the computing environment of (JUST) Including systems 
hardware, systems software, and networking hardware & software. 
Submission of the documents should be In accordance with the 
following conditions: 

1- The Tender Documents can be obtained from the secretary of 
the central tendering committee during worWna hours (Sat-Wed) 

at a lion-refundable fee ol JD 35 (Thirty Five Jordanian Dinars.) 

2- Tender proposals should be submlned-by hand 

to the chairman of the central tendering committee 
not later than 12:00 noon, Sunday August 20th '1995. 

3- Each lender shall be accompanied by lender bid 

bond In favour ol the Jordan University of Sdence 
& Technology Chairman ol Ceniral Tendering 
Committee drawn irom or approved by an accredited 
bank In Jordan In an amount not less than 
live percent (5%) ol the total tender sum such 
bond shall remain valid for a period of not less than three 
months from the closing date of the tender submission. 

' A- Tender proposals not abiding by the above mentioned 
conditions and the conditions mentioned in (he tender 
documents will not be considered. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 

Dr. Hamad Dewafry ^ . — 


The Advertising & Communication Network 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
FOR ARABS / NON-ARABS 

Horizon Advertising 

is recruiting Account Managers and Account Executives 
to handle the daily marketing and communication activities of 
clients within its Amman office network. 

This is a unique opportunity for all qualified to 
work with the following clients as well as 
several other regional and local accounts, 

■ Adidas 

• Afia 

• British Airways 

• Colgate-Palmolive 

• M. Haddad & Sons 

• Mercedes Benz 

Petra Engineering Industries 

• Swatch 

• Union Bank for Savings & Investment 

• Union Investment Corp. 

• Union Tobacco & Cigarette Industries 

• Visa Card 

We’re looking for aggressive personalities 
with creative ambitions to join our team. 

Kindly call for an interview or send your CV to: 

Horizon Advertising 
P. O. Box 961234 
Amman IH96 
Tel 694852 
Fax 694836 

All applications handled in confidence. 

Athens ■ Amman * Beirut • Cairo * Dubai * Jeddah ■ Kuwait — 





economy 
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Arab oil output rises in 1995 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab crude oil output has 
risen by nearly 200, TOO bar- 
rels per day (bpd) this year 
due to increases in Iraq, Ye- 
men and other producers, an 
official report showed on 
Sunday. 

Production by the region's 
13 Arab oil states averaged 
around 18.2 million bpd in 
the first four months of 1995 
compared with nearly 18 mil- 
lion bpd in 1994, said the 
report by the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC). 

Output peaked at 18.235 
million bpd in February be- 
fore ir slipped to around 18.2 
million bpd in March and 
18.185 million bpd in April, 
the Kuwaiti-based organisa- 
tion said in its monthly bulle- 
tin. obtained here. 

The report showed produc- 
tion in Iraq rose to an aver- 
age 540,000 bpd in the first 
four months of 1995 from 


505.000 bpd in 1994. Ye- 
men's production grew to 

340.000 bpd from 335,000 
bpd and Oman's to around 

840.000 bpd from 810,000 
bpd. 

Increases were also re- 
ported in Libva, Syria, 
Qatar, and Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, the world's top oil 
power, maintained output at 
eight million bpd. nearly 45 
per cent of the total Arab 
crude production. 

Kuwait’s production also 
remained unchanged at 
around two million bpd, the 
quota it is assigned by the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. 

Iraq's production is only 
for local consumption as it 
has been banned from ex- 
porting crude under United 
Nations sanctions imposed 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Iraq produced more than 


three million bpd before the 
invasion and its crude reser- 
ves of nearly 100 billion 
barrels are the second biggest 
in the world after those in 
Saudi Arabia. . 

The report showed Arab 
oil production averaged 17.8 
million bpd in 1993, when 
Kuwait produced 1.82 million 
bpd as its huge energy sector 
was still recovering riom the 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

The bulk of the Arab crude 
output is exported because of 
the relatively low domestic 
consumption. Around four 
million bpd are exported to 
Europe while 2.6 million are 
supplied to Japan and two 
million to the united States. 

The 10-nation. OAPEC 
controls nearly 60 per cent of 
the world's oil reserves of 
’ around one trillion barrels 
and produces a quarter of the 
global supplies. 



Kuwait’s KIA attacked i, 
over privatisation 

* — . .._ ■ ,r f-itv. 


Kim Woo - Choong (second right), chairman 
of Sooth Korea’s Daewoo groups, flags off the 
first luxury Cldo car at the company’s joint 
venture plant at Sar^jpur. Automobile grants 


from the U.S., Britain, France and Japan have 
made a beeUoe for India’s lucrative car market 
(AFP photo) 


Saudi Arabia’s investment in 1995- 2000 to reach $11.7 billion 


DUBAI (R) — State and 
private investment in Saudi 
Arabia will reach 44 billion 
riyals ($11.7 billion) during 
the kingdom's current 1995- 
2000 development plan, a 
Saudi business leader was 
quoted on Sunday as saying. 

Secretary-general of Saudi 
Arabian Chambers of Com- 
merce, Abdullah Taher A1 
Dabagh, told the London- 
based newspaper A1 Hayat 


that of the total, the private 
sector’s share of investment 
was expected to exceed 28 
billion riyals ($7.5 billion) 
during the sixth five-year de- 
velopment plan which was 
announced earlier this 
month. 


The plan aims to grant the 
private sector a larger role in 
the state-dominated economy 
and privatise some state hold- 
ings to cut persistent budget 


deficits and improve efficien- 
cy- . . 

“Other than public institu- 
tions expected to be gradual- 
ly offered (for privatisation) 
in a studied fashion, there are 
existing projects which, if 
given to the private sector, 
could add about 65 billion’ 
riyals ($17 billion) to the pri- 
vate sector’s investment,” 
Mr. Dabagh said. 

Among the six Gulf Arab 
Stah-c <Uudi Arabia has the 


largest economy with a well- 
developed industrial sector 
and is the most populous with 
about 17 million people. 

The national airline 
Saudia, currently involved in 
a fleet modernisation prog- 
ramme worth more than $7 
billion, is among prime candi- 
dates for privatisation. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil producer and ex- 
porter, introduces a $40 bil- 


‘Kuwait economy is oil the upswing’ 


KUWAIT (R) — A stock 
exchange rally and big de- 
mand for privatisation sales 
show Kuwait’s economy is on 
the upswing, the Gulf coun- 
try's main commercial bank 
said on Sunday. 

Other factors reviving busi- 
ness confidence include the 
recovery of gross domestic 
product (GDP) to pre-Gulf 
war levels and a sharp rise in 
commercial bank lending to 
the private sector, the 
National Bank of Kuwait said 
in an economic review. 

“Developments in the first 
half of this year point to 
many latent strengths in the 
economy,” wrote the bank's 
chief economist Elias Bar- 
roudi. 

He said sales of govern- 
ment shareholdings in six loc- 
al companies in the first six 
months of 1995 had met over- 
whelming demand and stirred’ 
a revival of investment activ- 
ity. 

“This, together with the 
sharp rally on the stock ex- 
change, especially during the 


second quarter, is a clear 
indicator of a return of confi- 
dence in the economy's fu- 
ture and of the substantial 
amount of capital in the 
hands of the private sector.” 

In the past three months 
the stock exchange price in- 
dex has risen 18 per cent, 
largely as a result of privatisa- 
tion and of hopes that parlia- 
ment will soften repayment 
terms for bad debt owed in 
part by several- listed com- 
panies, dealers say. 

Mr. Barroudi noted 
national wealth as measured 
by GDP rose to 7.214 billion 
dinars ($24 billion) in 1994, 
according to preliminary fi- 
gures, for the first time ex- 
ceeding the 1989 level of 
7.143 billion dinars ($23.81 
billion). 

Non-oil GDP rose 2.7 per 
cent, while GDP generated 
by the oil sector slipped 0.2 
per cent, reflecting lower 
1994 oil prices. 

Continuing growth of . 
activity in the property sector 
and a rise in property prices 


was another positive indica- 
tor. 

“After growing by 36.6 per 
cent in 1994, commercial 
bank credit to the private 
sector grew by nearly 7.8 per 
cent in the first quarter of 
1995, or at an annualised rate 
of 31 per cent.” 

This increase was concen- 
trated in credit to the trade, 
construction and property 
sectors, with lending growing 
by 14.6, 14.8 and 15 per cent 
respectively. 

The draft state budget for 
1995/96 (July/June) was a 
“significant step forward" in 
efforts to control deficits run- 
ning at more-than $4 billion 
annually. 

It projects a reduction on 
the shortfall to 1.19 billion 
dinars ($3.9 billion) from 1.5 
billion dinars ($5 billion) in 
1994/95. mainly as a result of 
better oil revenue. 

Deficit cutting in future 
years will increase revenue by 
raising charges for state ser- 
vices and customs duties. 


THE Daily Crossword by Norma Steinberg 


ACROSS 
1 Roster 
5 Strikebreaker 
9 “One of — 
days..." 

-14 Notable times 

15 Old World rabbit 

16 Bart's dad 

17 Actor from 
Omaha 

19 Gantry or Fudd 

20 Invite 

21 First-bom 

23 Drinks tike a cal 

24 Auction moves 

25 Voice vote 
27 Educated — 

29 Holder of 

miscellany 

34 Kind of race 

35 Actor Gulager 

36 Jazzman. — 
Blake 

37 Alaskan island 

38 Unden or 
Holbrook 

39 Lunchtime 

40 Kind of machine, 
briefly 

42 Finale 

43 Caper 

44 Small birds 

46 Sharpens 

47 Promissory note 

48 Norse god 

49 Crease 

52 Not as messy 
55 Health resort 
58 Likeness 
60 Actor from the 
Brohx 

62 Nominated - 

63 “You can't pray 

" (Twain) 

64 Rotate 

65 Put on clothes 

66 Saiton and 
Caspian 

67 Exchange 
premium 

DOWN 

1 Actress Ofln 

2 Spring flower 

3 Bag 

4 Shame! 

5 Bawls out 
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143 


[46 


148 


60 


163 


1 66 


0 1995 Tnbunv Mwka Sernas, me 
Afl rtghs reserved. 

6 Cases of the 
sniffles 

7 Gambling stake 

8 Tournament 
advances 

9 Article 

10 "P»ano“ player 

1 1 Poet Lazarus 

12 Permeate 

13 Goofs 
18 Cacophonous 
22 Dynamite 
24 Actor from 

Hollywood 

26 Get a high grade 

27 Outfit 

28 Extreme 

29 Tribes 

30 Lang Syne" 

31 In re 

32 Big cats 

33 Period before 
Easter 

34 Phooeyl 

35 Masticate 
41 Gold: Sp. 

43 Coast 
45 Ump’s call 


1 55 56 [57 


61 
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46 — Poppar 

48 Leg bone 

49 Discover 

50 Mr. Sharif 

51 Ukesome 
excuses 

53 Levin and 
Gershwin 


54 Senator 
Robert 

55 Tight-fitting 

56 Persian fairy 

57 Cartoonist Peter 
59 Begley and 

Ames 

61 Call —.day (quit) 


Israel 

government 
approves 
budget cuts 

TEL AVI V (R) — The 
Israeli government approved 
on Sunday the treasury's 
proposal for a smaller budget 
in 1996, aimed at stabilising a 
ballooning current account 
deficit, government officials 
said. 

Fourteen ministers voted 
in favour of the cuts while six 
were against. - 

The treasury asked the 
government to approve a" 
state budget of 133 billion 
shekels ($44.3 billion) ex- 
cluding debt repayment, re- 
quiring a 2.15 billion shekel 
($717 million) cut in spend- 
ing. 

The treasury also proposed 
setting the budget deficit at 
2.5 per cent of gross domestic 
product, down from a target 
of 2.75 per cent this year. 

The government is re- 
quired by law to lower the 
deficit each year. 

The budget cuts are 
needed to stabilise the cur- 
rent account deficit in 1996 at 
$4.0 billion, senior treasury 
sources said. 

The treasury forecasts the 
current account deficit will 
widen to $4.0 billion in 1995 
from $2.8 billion last year. 

Without the proposed cuts 
the budget deficit next year 
would "total 8.95 billion 
shekels ($2.98 billion). The 
treasury is aiming for a 6.8 
billion shekel ($2.27 billion) 
deficit. 

The treasury did not ask 
the government to raise taxes 
as a means of reducing the 
budget deficit. - 

The treasury will present a* 
detailed plan of specific cuts 
at the end of August. 


UAE starts 
assessing bank 
treasury 
controls 

DUBAI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) Cen- 
tral Bank has started asses- 
sing internal bank control on 
treasury dealings as part of its 
efforts to improve bank su- 
pervision, bankets said on 
Sunday. 

“The central bank is send- 
ing questionnaires- to banks 
on what internal controls and 
limits they have on forex and 
treasury dealing.” the senior 
manager at a large bank said. 

“It’s part of the UAE's 
move towards modem bank- 
ing regulation.” he added.. 

“The questionnaire was 
sent out about two weeks ago 
reviewing what internal treas- 
ury controls there are.” 
another banker said. 
“They’re also asking about 
more sophisticated instru- 
ments. like derivatives, which 
aren't yet traded much in the 
Gulf.” 

The collapse of Barings. 
Britain's oldest merchant 
bank, in February allegedly 
due to the unchecked deal- 
ings of derivatives trader 
Nick Leeson has prompted 
central banks in many coun- 
tries to review regulations 
and internal bank controls. 


lion 1995 budget with a $4 
billion forecast deficit com- 
pared to an actual $10.7 bil- 
lion shortfall m 1994. 

In the first five months of 
thic year, Riyadh’s earnings 
exceeded budget projections 
mainly due to a rise in world 
oil prices, allowing the state 
to meet some short-term 
debts. 

Some Saudi planners ex- 


pect the deficit to be wiped 
out by the end of the year if 
the average price of a barrel 
of oil stays above $14. 

“The issuance of tbe 
budget was tied to strict 
orders to give priority to 
payment of government 
arrears to the private sector 
in a serious effort to rectify the 
liquidity problem,” Mr. 
Dabagh added. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JULY 31, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


19) Be alert to some new condition 
which yon can get a new viewpoint as to 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
which arises today 
bow to advance.'" your 

TAURUS: (Ami! 20 to May 20) Your intuition is working fine today, 
and you can thereby gain many new assets. Look at your mate from 
a different viewpoint. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You have a good, booest partner who 
is intelligent and can give you tee right advice today for getting 
ahead faster. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get right down to the tasks 
ahead of you today, and you can accomplish a great deal for you to 
be su c ces s fu l. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) State dearly to your pals just what kind 
of pleasures you wish to to enjoy with them so that there wiD be no 
dwagrcf.mf nK today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September i2f) Ygugljage been wanting .to 
make changes at home and this is the day fbr-do&gsq. Invite guests 
who can be of -bet p -^tq y on. J ‘ 

LIBRA: (September "23 to October 22) Yon can state your ideas very 
precisely to your partners and they win cooperate quickly. Avoid 
one who can be very under-banded. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It would be well to get into 
tbe financial side of your dealings since today there is an opportunity 
to gain more assets. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You usually think 
big, but today you most enlarge your vision even more since tbe 
planets are favourable for greater gain. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get into tec quiet of 
your study and make a new plan of action so that you can become 
mote affluent and important. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can be typically 
Aquarian today. Plan to see as many persons as possible. Be sure to 
pursue persona] aims. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Get out early today into tee 
business world and accomplish what you set out to do since the 
planets are favourable. 

Bfrlhstone of July: Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 


KUWAIT (R) - Kuwait ^ 

SSS5S,» fwttchdog body tha. over; 


tion and apparent overspend- 
ing by tbe Kuwait Investment 

Authority (KIA), the state’s 
investment arm, have with- 
held approval of the KIA s 
199 51% budget in protest. 

Lawmakers at Saturday s 

assembly session complained 
that some of the KIA’s sales 
of state holdings in eight 
Kuwaiti companies over tee 
past 11 months were incor- 
rectly handled, MPs said in 
remarks published by A1 
Qabas and the Arab Times. 

MP Abmad Baqer de- 
scribed as excessive KIA 
wages and bonuses and pay- 
ments for cars, mobile tele- 
phones and stationery, 
adding teat overspending on 
benefits at the KIA's 
London-based Kuwait In- 
vestment Office London was 
particularly large. 

MP Abdulla A! Roumt 
alleged $20 milli on in state 
funds had been lost in a 
recent KIA sale of property in 


sees management of **!?„. ; 
funds, to investigate the 
charge. • ' ft 

Tbe 1995/96 

^jerates°a • 

on Tuesday. . - 

The KIA has sold about $1 * 

billion worth of state holdings .. 
m assets in eight Kuwaiti 
companies in the past 11 
months in the first stage ofa % 
plan to privatise some 60 
Kuwaiti companies and neip . 
revive tee small private sec- 

tor. — . , ' 

MPs have said tee KIA s _ 
s*iw in June of a 53 per cent 
stake in National fodustnes ; 
Company to an umdentmea .. 
group of investors was mar- 
red by leaks of confidential 
information. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


SLASBeastaJ 



“I rented a movie we both can enjoy. 
If s Romeo and Juliet with some car 
chases and explosions spliced in.” 


# 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Mika Anprion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


CIEPE 


mmm 

um 


Into Shakespeare 
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TACCH 
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WHAT TREY CALLS? 

THE PR05E- 
REAPING COWBCY. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“mn limn 
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’Economic 

reform 

programme 

producing 

positive 

results’ 

M inister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abu! 
Ragheb said the economic 
reform programme launched 
six years ago produced sev- 
eral positive results. Mr. 
Abul Ragheb said the bud- 
get deficit dropped sig- 
nificantly, the exchange 
rate of the Jordanian dinar 
-tva stable and economic 
growth rose to six per cent 
over the past two years. 
Speaking at a seminar 
organised by the 

International Islamic Centre' 
for Studies and 
Information, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said the 

government has taken sev- 
eral measures to activate 
the role of the private 
sector in the national 
economy, mainly through 
privatisation and updating 
laws and legislation. He 
added that the government 
has also worked on 
establishing and activating 
institutions such as the 
Jordan Exports 
Development and Com- 
mercial Cenjres Cor- 
poration, the Development 
and Employment Fund, the 
Standards and Specification 
Corporation ' ‘arid the 
Industrial Cities Corpo- 
ration. He said the 
government was relying 
more on local revenues at 
the present time, especially 
that Jordan was shouldering 
the heavy burdens of 
foreign debts, a i7 per cent 
unemployment rate and 
poverty, with 30 per cent 
of the populationc living 
under the poverty line (Al 
Aswaq). 


** A new company named 
the Modern Food and 
Vegetable Oil Industries 
Company was established 
with a total capital of ID 3 
million. The establishment 
of the company was an- 
nounced at a meeting held 
Saturday at the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce. 
The meeting was attended 
by the' company's con- 
stituent assembly, the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade’s companies’ 
comptroller and a 
representative of the 
.Amman Financial Market 
(Al Dustour). 

> Minister of Post and 
Communications Jamal 
Saraireh said the Kingdom's 
communications sector was 
on the threshold of a new 
era os the new communica- 
tions draft law was finalised 
and is awaiting endorse- 
ment Mr. Saraireh said the 
draft law provides for turn- 
ing the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCCj into a company 
operated on commercial 
basis. In an address at a 
graduation ceremony at the 
Communications College 
in Amman, Mr. Saraireh 
said his ministry was 
seeking to have the TCC 
offer distinguished services 
to citi 2 ens and added that 
the communications sector 
in the Kingdom will 
witness qualitative progress 
that will be felt by 
subscribers. He said this 
**^11 be achieved when the 
national communications 
project is completed (Al 

Ra'i). 




UAE court seeks 
repatriation of BCCI man 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) court on Sunday ad- 
journed the trial of several 
BCCI defendants until 
September 24 and renewed 
its cal! for the prosecution to 
bring back the collapsed 
bank's former chief. • 

After a three-hour session 
behind closed doors, the 
judge decided to adjourn 
hearings to allow for the pre- 
sentation of more documents 
and repatriation of former 
chief executive of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Inter- 
national, Mohammad Swaleh 
Naqvi, from the United 
Stares. 

The judge also rejected 
fresh defence requests for the 
release of the only thiee de- 
fendants who have remained 
in Abu Dhabi's central pris- 
on. 

"The court decided to keep 
those three in jail and asked 
the prosecution, to try and- 
bring back Naqvi," a court 
source said. 

The three in prison are 
Hassan Kazem, a Pakistani, 
and Abdul Hafeez Ahmed 
and Zafer Hussein of Britain. 
They were sentenced to six 
years in jail last year but both 
the prosecution and the de- 
fence appealed against the 
verdict. 

Five other defendants have 
been released after serving 
their three-year prison terms 
while another was set free for 
health reasons. Another was 


acquitted in 1994. 

Hearings into the financial 
scandal resumed late last year 
after the prosecution 
appealed for harsher punish- 
ment and the defence deman- 
ded the release of the defen- 
dants on health grounds, 

Mr. Naqvi, 59, was extra- 
dited to the United States 
just after he was sentenced to 
14 years in jail here last year. 
He was convicted in 
Washington on charges re- 
lated to the BCCI collapse 
and sentenced to 11 years in 
prison. 

Two other absent defen- 
dants sought by the Abu 
Dhabi court are the ailing 
Pakistani founder of BCCI. 
Agha Hassan Abedi, and for- 
mer treasurer Ziauddin Ali 
Akbar, serving six years in a 
British jail in connection with 
the BCCI scandal. 

Charges against the defen- 
dants include embeslement, 
forgery, breach of trust and 
dissipation of funds. 

They have also been 
ordered to pay around $9 
billion in damages to UXE 
President Zayed I bn Sultan 
Al Nahayan and other BCCI 
owners. 

Abu Dhabi, the main oil- 
producing emirate in the 
UAE, controlled 77 per cent 
of BCCI, which was one of 
the biggest financial institu- 
tions in the world before it 
was shut down worldwide in 
1991 for allegations of mas- 
sive fraud. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(July 24 - July 28, 1995) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit depreciated modestly against 
major currencies during the past week. It ended the week 
0.48 per cent lower against the yen, 0.38 per cent lower 
against the mark, and 0.44 per cent lower against sterling. 

The dollar traded in narrow ranges against other major 
currencies Monday. Reports indicated that investors reacted 
to news that the Japanese Socialist Party of Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama won only 16 seats of the 126 seats at 
stake in polls. The election results triggered dealers' worries 
that Mr. Murayama’s government might not be able to 
achieve its objectives that aim at stimulating the Japanese 
economy. 

The U.S. unit rose against other major currencies Tuesday 
after the release of U.S. economic statistics pointing tt^a 
stronger than anticipated economy. U.S. COTSumer" confi- 
dence rose to 99.9 in July, compared to 94.6 in June, the first 
rise since April, while U.S. existing home sales surged by 6.5 
per cent in June. Meanwhile, reports indicated that expecta- 
tions that the Bundesbank might drive German interest rates 
lower contributed to the dollar’s rise against the mark. 

The dollar declined against the mark and sterling Wednes- 
day, while appreciating marginally against the yen. Reports 
indicated that, in the absence of fundamental factors, dealers 
followed technical factors pushing the dollar lower. Moreov- 
er, news that the Bundesbank left its securities repurchase 
rate unchanged put pressure on the dollar. 

The dollar continued its marginal depreciation against the 
mark and sterling Thursday. Reports indicated that trading- 
was thin as dealers were waiting for the release of second 
quarter U.S. gross domestic product figures the following 
day. 

The U.S. unit declined marginally against the mark and 
sterling, while rising marginally against the yen at the end of 
the week. In early trading hours, the dollar depreciated 
following a U.S. bond marker decline, but it recovered later 
to close slightly lower than Thursday’s close. Meanwhile, the 
long anticipated second quarter U.S. gross domestic product 
(PDP) figures were released, showing a growth rate of only 
0.5 per cent in the second quarter. The figures were in line 
with expectations, and thus had little Impact on exchange 
rates; however, they left analysts divided on whether the Fed 
will ease U.S. monetary policy at its next meeting. On the 
other hand, the dollar rose against the yen on expectations 
that the Bank of Japan will soon move to lower the Japanese 
interest rates further. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week ar 1.3808 marks, 88.11 
yen and at SI. 6010 to sterling. 
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Kuwait provides only shine to dull Arab markets 


DUBAI (R) — Kuwait pro- 
vided the only shine to a 
string of dull Arab stock mar- 
kets last week, with the mar- 
ket index there hitting five 
successive post-Gulf war 
highs in as many days. 

Dealers said volumes on 
most other Arab markets 
slipped in the week, and 
trade was likely to remain 
subdued throughout August 
thanks to the continued abs- 
ence of major market play- 


ers, many away on summer 
holidays. 

Heightened expectations 
that parliament would pass a 
bill easing repayment terms 
for $20 billion in bad debt 
owed partly by some listed 
firms continued to spur share 
buying In Kuwait. 

The overall index set a new 
record high every day, soar- 
ing 5.1 per cent, or 58 points, 
in the week to 1,188 — its 
highest level since it was re- 


vived last year. The index 
was suspended for 3 Vi years 
after Iraq’s August 1990 inva- 
sion. 

Volumes in Kuwait also 
kept climbing, rising 30 per 
cent to 409 million shares, a 
record high, for any week 
since the war. 

Among blue chips, mobile 
communications jumped 3.5 
per cent to 890 fils. 

In Jordan, stocks were 
mostly quiet as investors 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC FOWBEt 
JORDAN tEENEH MINERAL 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SBltTltK LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING OERTER 
UNITED KIDDLE EAST ft COMMODORE HOTELS 
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X&KXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 
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waned tor the outcome of a 
parliamentary debate on an 
economic reforms package. 
The index was up 1.7 per cent 
at 153.3 points. 

In very light trade, Egyp- 
tian shares were little 
changed, with brokers dis- 
missing the index’s small de- 
cline and saying underlying 
sentiment was bullish. They 
said volume was expected to 
pick up at the end of August, 
which might help lift the mar- 
ket off recent 10-month lows. 

Amreya Cement Amri. Ca_ 
rose 2.5 pounds to 48 pounds. 
Paints and Chemical Indus- 
tries Pach. Ca gained 20 


pounds to 650* 

Volumes slumped to their 
lowest levels so far this year 
on the unofficial United Arab 
Emirates bourse, leaving 
most share prices unchanged. 
Market leader Etisalat was 
well bid at between 815 and 
820 dirhams, but no offers 
were to be seen. 

Stocks were steady in 
Bahrain, Oman and Saudi 
Arabia, while in Qatar, share 
prices edged up, but trade 
was thin. 

On the Beirut secondary 
market Softdere shares re- 
versed last week's small fall, 
ending slightly higher. 


Court clears way for Aramco 
to buy into Greek company 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — A 
magistrate's court Friday 
appointed two heirs of an oil 
family's fortune to act as tem- 
porary trustees of their late 
father’s shares, allowing 50 
per cent of Greece’s Motor 
Oil (Hellas) Corinth Refiner- 
ies to be sold to Saudi Aram- 
co before a July 31 deadline. 

Judge Katerini 
Papatheodorou appointed 
Pavlos and Dimosthenis Var- 
dinoyannis temporary trus- 
tees of the shares rhat were 
left to them and their sister 
Ioanna and brother Pyrros by 
their father, Nikos, who died 
in 1975. 

The four siblings have 
equal shares totalling 32 per 
cent of a Greek corporation 
that owns 50 per cent of the 
refinery company. Saudi 
Aramco, in its first major 
venture into the European 
market, agreed in April to 
pay 5301.500,000 for 50 per 
cent of the Greek company, 
as long as there was a share- 
holders’ agreement on the 
sale. 

But Ioanna and Pyrros ear- 
lier this year protested, 
saying that they had not been 
kepi informed about com- 


pany issues by their two un- 
cles. Vardis and Theodores, 
who ran Motor Oil and other 
companies after their father's 
death. 

Pavlos Vardinoyannis 
asked the court for the tem- 
porary measure to be taken 
so that the agreement with 
Saudi Aramco" would not fall 
through before another court 
is due to discuss the differ- 
ences , between the family 
members in October. 

Motor Oil says it needs tbe 
money from the sale in order 
to pay off short- and mid- 
term debts and to strengthen 
itself in order to be more 
competitive in the Balkans, 
the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe. 

It was not immediately 
clear when the final agree- 
ment between Motor Oil and 
Saudi Aramco would be 
signed. 

Judge Papatheodorou said 
she was granting Pavlos Var- 
dinoyannis' request because 
of the urgency of the July 31 
deadline and chided the other 
Vardinoyannis children for 
not having shown an interest 
in the company before this 
point. 


Jordan Yellow Pages Released 

Jordan Yellow Pages 1995 - 1996, the comprehensive 
business telephone directory with 20,000 business 
listings and 2,000 advertisers has been released to the 
public today. THE YELLOW PAGES are produced by 
The Directories company, A Canadian - Jordanian joint 
venture between Hashemite Advertising of Jordan, and 
Tele-Direct ( Bell Canada ) the world's largest Yellow 
Pages producer. For the Third successive year, 
JORDAN YELLOW PAGES have been produced and 
delivered on time. 

Hassan Abbadi - Chairman, & Robert Mackett - General 
Manager, took great pride in delivering the first copies to 
His Majesty King Hussein, Minister of 
Telecommunications Jamal Sarayrah, TCC General 
Manager Walid Dweik, and TCC Necessities Dept. 
Manager Eng. Abdel Majid Bashaireh. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms,] 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, | 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments andl 
villas furnished / 1 
unfurnished / for rent &f 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

Tri. 810605, 810609. 810S20 


A SECURER 

Hotel 
Swelflyel 




t.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^-HOSPITALITY 
^ GASTRONOMY , 


DOLLAR 


KENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel 693399 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4-AUU La^VI 
? W a J3 — • i 

863044 - 816690 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

(rand Unfurnished (3 

i— aJ 

u- Villas apartments 

Sand office Space 
tr cd 

oTo Suit all Budgets ( o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



RENTA CAR 



ABDOUN 

81 9676 


SMtAMimsm*! 

Urn UMnNi Comtnm eu i Cmrtn 

T*L 861174 

Im1iatt4 AHpUwld 
T 1 11 ■■ =alr£ 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates ror 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



MING-SHINQ 

Chinese Restaurant! 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman| 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytvni 
Housing Estate 
Open from; 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 
* Tefj 


FOR YOUR 

txx&k&sa 

Advertisement 





Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Schumacher wins German GP 


■HOCKENHEIM, Germany 
(AP) — Formula One cham- 
pion Michael Schumacher 
cruised to an easy victory 
Sunday, and became the first 
home driver to win the Ger- 
man Grand Prix after his 
challenger Damon Hill went 
out one lap into the race. 

Hill, who started out of 
pole position after setting the 
fastest time in qualifying in 
his Williams-renault, spun 
out of control at the end of 
the first lap, heading into the 
north curve of the Hock- 
enheim ring. 

In five pole starts this sea- 
son, Hill has not won a race. 
The Briton has two wins. . 
both of them coming from 
behind. 

Schumacher's fifth victory 
of the Grand Prix season 
extended his lead in drivers' 
standings over Hill to 21 
points. By picking up 10 
points Sunday, he now has a 
total of 56, while Hill stayed 
at 35 after nine of the sea- 
son's 17 races. 

Schumacher, who started 
from the front row in second 
position in his Benetton- 


Renault, led for most of the 
race once Hill careened into 
the gravel and the wall of 
tires. The German lost the 
lead only after making the 
first of his two pit stops at lap 
IS, but was back in the front 
on lap 24. 

“Delighted is not the right 
word,” Schumacher said af- 
ter the race. “It's crazy, to 
win at here, to win in Ger- 
many. in front of these fans, 
it’s crazy, it's unbelievable, 
it’s a dream." 

Commenting on Hill's 
spin. Schumacher said: “1 
thought the first corner could 
be quite slippery and I 
braked early. I saw Damon 
slide sideways and hit the 
wall and I couldn't believe 
it.” 

“This win here is more 
emotional for me than the 
world championship title,” 
he said. 

David Coulthard of Bri- 
tain. Hill's Williams-Renault 
teammate, finished second, 
while last year's winner 
Gerhard Berger of Austria 
came in third in a Ferrari. 

Berger was penalised 10 


seconds for anticipating the 
start and climbed bis way to 
the podium after dropping as 
far behind as 14th. 

The second Ferrari driver, 
Jean Alesi of France, went 
out with engine trouble on 
lap 12. 

As Schumacher went 
across the finish line, 100,000 
fans celebrated by shooting 
off flares and firecrackers and 
waving thousands of flags on 
a sunny, warm day. 

Schumacher posted a time 
of one hour. 22 minutes, 
56.043 seconds for the 45-lap 
race on the 6.823-kilometre 
circuit.. 

Coulthard. who had only 
one tire change, was 5.988 
seconds- behind Schumacher 
after the German eased up at 
the end of the race. Berger 
was one minute*. 8.097 
seconds behind. 

Johnny Herbert of Britain, 
winner of the British Grand 
Prix two weeks ago when Hill 
* crashed into Schumacher and 
took both drivers out of the 
race, finished fourth, one mi- 
nute. 23.436 seconds behind 
Schumacher. 


Indurain 
wins ‘Tour 
de Moscow’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — Shrugging 
off fatigue from his Tour de 
France victory, Miguel Indurain 
made a last-lap breakaway in the 
shadow of the Kremlin walls 


shadow of the Kremlin walls 
Saturday to capture Russia's first 
major professional cycling race. 

The competition, the 116,6- 
kilometre (72.5-mile) Masters 
Criterium. was sponsored by the 
Tour de France organisers and 
billed as the unofficial 21st stage 
of that famous race. 

Seventy-seven Tour de France 
finishers competed after being 
flown in the previous day on a 
charter flight from Paris. 

Indurain, wearing the yellow 
leader's jersey from the Tour he 
won only six days earlier for a 
record-setting fifth straight time, 
lived up to his star billing despite 
complaining beforehand that he 
was tired. 

Locked in a five-man pack 
halfway through tKe 22nd and 
final of the 5. 3-kilometre loops 
around the Kremlin and through 
downtown Moscow, he sprinted 
away from American Lance 
Armstrong and won easily in on 
unofficial 2 hours. 36 minutes 
and 46 seconds. 


^ v 

Cyclists ride past the St. Basil Cathedral 00 the Red Square during the 
international “Masters Criterium’* race in Moscow Saturday. Some 62 
international cyclists took part in the race (AFP photo) 


international cyclists 
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McRae captures New 
Zealand Rally title 


AUCKLAND. New Zealand 
(R) — Colin McRae came tip 
with a convincing victory in 
the Rally of New Zealand on 
Sunday, his third consecutive 
win in the event. 



The young Scot was able to 
ease the pace in his Subaru 
on the final day, allowing his 
overnight lead of just over a. 
minute to drop to 44 seconds 
by the end of the event. 

Didier Auriol finished 
second and this lifted the 
French Toyota driver to the 
lead in the world cham- 


pionship — by only one point 
from his Finnish teammate 


from his Finnish teammate 
Juha Kankkunen, third in the 
rally, and Spaniard Carlos 
Sainz, who missed the event 


Opel Voctra 1995 CL While Colour 
(Duty, unpaid) With AC , Coloured 
Glass , Run 6500 KM 



CAR 

SALE 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining 
room,, living room, three bathrooms, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call Tel: 666880 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Brand new, spacious 335 sq.m., separate 
entrance, like a villa. Top security region, 2-car 
garage, alarm system, independent services. 

Top quality furniture. 

Location: Off Mecca Str. Urn Al Summaq. 

Call owner 829861 a.m. f or 828099 p.m. 


There's absolutely nothing to do on a 
British Airways Holiday. There are no flights to 
organise. No hotels to book. No car hire 
arrangements to be made. You don’t even have 
to worry about how you're going to spend your 
leisure time, because British Airways worry 
about it ail for you. (Right down to reserving 


your theatre tickers.; All you haw ro Jo is 
choose one of our superb destinations from 
around the world, and leave the rest to us. 

Whether you opt for a fortnight in Sail 
Francisco, a weekend in St Louis or live daw in 
St Moritz, you'll soon find \ ourself feeling as 
happy and relaxed as any of the locals. 


To find out more about the worlds 
favour ire. v.ilue-for-mnney holiday packages 
(arid our special free mileage programme] check 
out the British Airways Holidav brochures at 
your local trawl agents or British Airways office. 

We guarantee tli.it die only thing wider than 
our choice of destinations, will be your smile. 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, L-shaped lounge & salon, 
spacious kitchen, bathroom, garden, garage and 
independent central heating. Location : South Um 
Uthaina , behind the commercial centre complex , Um 
Uthaina ( rent after inspection). Also available is a villa 
for sale at the same location. 

. Ple ase call tel. 813526. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 


The worlds favourite airline a 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 

FORD Mercury Toppas, 1992 
model, excellent condition. 

Price: JD 8,500 negotiable, 

please call 666264 from 5-8 p.m. 


China 
wins Asian 
basketballs 
crown 


SHIZUOKA, Japan (AP) '■ 
— Defending champion 
China beat .South Korea 
94-69 Sunday for the Asian 
Women’s Basketball 
Championship, and Japan 


.Mis 


Asia’s last spot in the 1996 


Olympics. 


The top three teams in 
the tournament qualified 
for the Olympics. This was 
the first time .the Japanese 
women's basketball team 
bad qualified siftce the 1976 
Olympics. 

China, South Korea and 
Japan ended with identical 
4-1 records in the level one 
prelimary round robin, but 
China and South Korea 
qualified for the cham- 
pionship game because of 
better goal averages. 


through injury. 

Three rounds remain. 

McRae now stands fourth 
in the world championship, 
11 points behind Auriol, and 
leads the Asia-Pacific cham- 
pionship. 

The result also promoted 
Toyota to first place in the 
manufacturers’ cham- 
pionship, eight points ahead 
of previous leader Mitsu- 
bishi. Subaru is six points 
further back in third. 

McRae and his Subaru 
seemed particularly suited to 
New Zealand’s smooth gravel 
roads, especially the tighter 
sections such as the slow, 
winding Motu stage which he 
won by 35 seconds on Satur- 
day, 


China had little trouble 
in the final against 1994 
Asian runner-up South 
Korea, jumping to a 46-31 
lead at halftime. 

Zheng Habda led China 
with 36 points. Chong Eun- 
Soon had 24 for South 
Korea. 


In the game for third u \ 
place, Taiwan took a 41-38 
halftime lead before 5,000 j 
spectators. . : 

Japan led by 3 to 4 points . 
for much of the second ; 
half, but Taiwan went ; 
ahead 65-63 on Chen Shu- - 
Jen's goal with 1:04 left. 

Japan tied it on Kagari ; 
Yamada's basket and.; 
edged ahead 66-65 when . 
Chikako Murakami made ■ ' 
one of “two free throws. 


Huang Kuan-Ya of, 
Taiwan missed two free' 
throws with six seconds! 
left, and Murakami then 
made two more free shots: 
- Mikiko Hagiwara led 


Japan with 24 points, while 
Cheng Hui-Yo led Taiwan 


FOR RENT 1 

1- 1st floor apartment of 220 sq.m. Consisting | 
of spacious salon, dining room, 2 large 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen; laundry room. 
Luxuriously furnished and completely 
equipped. 

. 6 ^HSfiJdio on. the roof of the 1st floor, furnished;. 

: ; and equipped,' including telepbpne., ■ 

Both in a single private 2 floor building, located 
in between the 5th and 4th Circles, Zahran 
Str., Jabal Amman. • 

If interested in any, please call 671509 


Cheng Hui-Yu led Taiwan 
with 19. 

Thailand, won die six- 
nation Level Two tourna- 
ment with a 5-0 record and 
will move up to Level One, 
replacing Kazakhstan, 
which was winless in die 
six-nation Level One:. 1 . 


r--;. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

• 19M TflDuM Mat*a Sanacaa. me. 


A FEW BONUS POINTS 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
4KQS 

'? 8 

0 9 7 6 2 

* Q 8 6 5 4 

WEST EAST 

4 9 6 2 4 10 

«?662 'TQJ743 

v A K 8 3 •> J 10 6 

*KJ 7 * A 10 9 2 

SOUTH 

* A J 7 6 4 3 
9AE109 

v Q 4 

* 3 

The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pssa Pass Pass 1 * . 

Pww 2 4 Pass 4 4 

Pass Pass Pass 


East South 
Pass 1 4 . 
Pass 4 4 
Pass 


Opening lead: King of $ 

Never overlook that extra chance, 
no matter how remote it might: 
seem. This hand is from the 1993 
Australian National Womans 
Teams Championship. J 

Both teams reached Tour spades 
on identical auctions. While the 
South hand might not be much bet-1 
ter than minimum in terms of point] 
count, once spades were supported 
it was rich in playing Lricka. Both] 
Souths thought enough of tbefn 


holding to jump to game! ■ - 
At each table West l=d the king of 
jh^DOnds and shifted to a trump. 

. ® declarer won in dummy and 
tried to ruff out the losing hearts, 
hut after cashing the ace-king of 
hearts and ruffing a heart, there waa 
P° ^l ci back to the dosed 
. n - for the second ruff. Declarer 
tned the queen of dubs, but that 
was run to Weal who won the long 
a™ removed dummy's trump. 

Down one. 

--1 th * otll . er . LahIe Barbara Travis 
A™lf5 tenUai nu K» et in li* form of 
*™™/s rune of diamonds. The 
tramp switch was taken on he board 
^“™opd was led to the queen; 
ace “ B* 81 dropped 
persevered witJva 
won on the table 
and ruffed a diamond, feUimr the 

Karra* lbe nine!** of 

a ™ff Provided the entry 
duh^h ° r diamonds for a 

and clo »« J 


CINEMA TEL: 634 144 


Harrison Ford w f . 
Ld William Dafe & 

™ Anne Archer 

^ in 

^ Clear & Present 


CINEMA TEL:699238 (CINEMA TEL:677420 

PLfiZfi 

Kamal Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 


All 

Easy to Get 


( Arabic } 

Shows: 1230, 350.5:00. B:30. 1030 


CONCORD “1” 

SPEED 

Shows: 3:15, 6:45, 8:30, 10:30 

Baby's Day Out 
Shows: 12:30, 5:15 
CONCORD “2” 

Only you 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 


fntMoan thehtrt; 

TEL:6 18274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJA2IN 

“sumaa'” 

IN 


IMrii |B HasMnl Tforatra 

TEL: 675571 


Presents 

KA8ARET 


Nqbil & Hlsham's Tel:625155 

flHLflfl THEfiTRE 


presents 


Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfe 1 *: 


Abeer Issa 

fthflccHTi MasTiinl 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahrnani, Mohammad Husseini 
and Issam Al Han ball 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p-r* 


(Ahlan lathee’) 


Normalisation 


Shows start at 8:30 p. m 

tef S?,° c ° n plea « « 
tel- 625155 Amman 
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ABU DHABI 
The United . 
rales lUAE) i 
to build the Mi 
first car race 
will include ta 
repair centre 
shows and o 1 
facilities, off; 
Sunday. 

Sheikh Sultan 
Al Nahayan. a 
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Jordan Times, July 31, 1955 
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FEW BOMS POM: 


Top-ranked Agassi, Sampras 
'advance to Canadian Open final 


Seles makes triumphant 



Sweden’s Mats Wilander leaves the court to a stand- 
ing ovation after his 6-2, 6-0 loss to top seed Andre 
Agassi in the Canadian Open tennis action July 29 
(Renters photo) 


MONTREAL (AP) — 
Andre Agassi and Pete Sam- 
pras, the world's top-ranked 
players, took vastly different 
routes to the Canadian Open 
final Saturday. 

Agassi, ranked no, 1, rout- 
ed Mat Wilander 6-2, 6-0 
and Sampras, no. 2 since 
losing the top spot to Agassi 
in April, had to fight off a 
match point to beat Thomas 
Enqvist 3-6. 6-3. 7-6 (7-3), 

"The way Andre has 
played in the past year, he’s 
oozing with confidence," 
Sampras said. "The final is a 
pick’cm. We’re both playing 
well." 

Sampras, who turns 24 
Aug. 12, is coming off his 
third consecutive Wimble- 
don title. With a pre-Wim- 
bledon victory at Queen’s, 
be is seeking his third con- 
secutive tournament fide. 

Agassi, 25. the reigning 
U.S. and Australian Open 
champion, is seeking his 
third Canadian Open title 
after victories in Toronto in 
1992 and last year He is 
seeking his 400th match vic- 
tory. 

Agassi’s semifinal was 
held in the afternoon and he 
got through it in only S5 
minutes. Sampras toiled for 
two hours in a night match 
against Enqvist. 

Tm in good enough shape 
that I can trounce back,” said — 
Sampras, who has won 395 
matches. "You have to be at 
your best to beat Andre. 

"We have a lot of respect 
for each other. It’s a good 
contrast because he’s got the 


best return in the game, 
while my serve is my 
strength." 

Agassi said, simply: "I 
always want to play against 
Pete." 


return, beats Navratilova 


Sampras holds an 8-7 edge 
in career meetings, but 
Agassi has won two out of 
three this year. 

Agassi had little trouble 
dispatching Wilander, a 
tenacious groundscroker 
whose soft-touch shots flut- 
tered in the stiff breeze on 


ATLANTIC CITY, New 
Jersey (AFP) — Monica 
Seles made a triumphant 
return to women’s rennis. 
overcoming nerves and a 
27-month layoff to show the 
form that made her a c ham- 


center court. 

"Usually, I’m a good wind 
player,” said Wilander, a 
Swede who bad his best 
tournament since returning 
to the ATP tour last year 
after a 22 -month retirement. 

"He had less trouble with 
the wind because be hits the 
ball hard bur it affected me 
more because 1 couldn't get 
my pace. And, he’s playing 
really well.” 


Wilander, 30. knocked off 
three seeded players to reach 
the semifinals, including 
two ranked in the top 10. His 
current ranking, . 102 nd, 
should jump by 40 

points.The world's No. 1 
player in 1988, was enjoying 
his best week since returning 
to the ATP Tour last year 
after a 22 -month retirement. 

It was tougher for Sam- 
pras. 

Enqvist, 21, who entered 
the tournament ranked 19th, 
broke service and took the 
first set, then had three break 
points in die opening game. 


pion. 

The once and future world 
number one defeated Marti- 
na Navratilova 6-3, 6-2 here 
Saturday in her first public 
match since she was stabbed 
in the back 27 months ago in 
Hamburg, Germany. 

After her victory Seles 
made it clear that she was 
delighted to be back. 

“It was- an unbelievable 
feeling. I can’t even put it 
into words. It was great," 
she said. 

“I can’t believe I played 
that well out there, it was 
like a dream. It’s what 1 love 
to do and I was happy to do 
it again." 

Seles was ranked number- 
one when she was stabbed 
in the back by a crazed Stef- 
fi Graf fan in Hamburg, 
Gennany in April 1993, dur- 
ing a quarter-final match 
changeover. 




Monica Seles (R) bugs Martina Navratilova before their exhibition match at the 
Atlantic City Convention Centre July 29. Seles returned to competitive tennis with a 
6-3, 6-2 win over Navratilova (Reuters photo) 


UAE to build huge motor racing centre 

ADIT TMIAOT /*m» i. tu ... <■ , — 


She will be ranked joint 
number-one when she 
returns to the WTA Tour 
next month, thanks to a spe- 
cial designation by the cir- 
cuit. 

“I can see light at the end 
of the tunnel. Hopefully the 
next few years will be bet- 
ter,” Seles said. 

"I feel comfortable on the 
court and that’s all that mat- 
ters. I worked very hard on 
overcoming it. It was very 
tough the past two years. 
Now I’m ready to move 
on.” 


in the Olympics and for the 
U.S. team in the Fed Cup 
final against Spain later this 
year. 

Seles left Navratilova 
stranded with a series of 
fierce passing shots and 
generally controled the 
tempo against the former 
world number one who 
retired from singles play last 
year. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) is planning 
to build the Middle East's 
first car race track that 
will include training and 
repair centres, vehicle 
shows and other sports 
facilities, officials said 
Sunday. 

Sheikh Sultan Ibn Khalifa 
Ai Nahayaitr a^m ember of'j 


Abu Dhabi’s ruling family, 
said it would be a giant pro- 
ject which could have for- 
eign partners. 


“Initial studies expect this 
project to benefit all 
investors as it will give the 
chance to all parties seeking 
to participate in it. Sheikh 
stiftari saitf. 

; "The race track will be the 


first in the region as such 
facilities are concentrated in 
Europe, the United States 
and Australia,” he told the 
official news agency WAM. 


mercial centres, a hotel and 
residential units. 


He said the project in Abu 
Dhabi would include centres 
for car shows, conferences, 
maintenance and. re^u^aj 
water sports club, a golf* 
course, a skating rink, com- 


Sheikh Sultan. inter- 
viewed in Britain, said the 
project had been under study 
since 1993 and contacts 
were underway with British 
experts and specialised 
international companies to 
cany it out. He did not men- 
tion its costs. 


Seles, who plans to play 
the U.S. Open and an under- 
termined tuneup event, said 
her schedule will include 
the Australian Open in Janu- 
ary'and the WTA Champi- 
onship in New York in 
November, for which sbe 
has received a special invi- 
tation. 

She also said she was 
looking forward to playing 


“A lot of those shots I 
don’t even believe I hit.” 
Seles said. 

“My passing shots were 
going really well. I was sur- 
prised at a few of them 1 hit 
in there. On groundstrokes 
and passing shots. I couldn't 
■ have asked for anything bet- 
ter. This whole thing to me 
has been a ‘wow.’ It’s wild. 
It’s weird.” 

Seles said she found play- 
ing in front of a crowd again 
fun, but spent most of the 
first set fighting nervous- 
ness. That went after she 
broke Navratilova in the 


eighth game. 

She then held to win the 
first set and opened the sec- 
ond by breaking Navratilo- 
va again. 

"Leading up to here had 
been very nerve-wracking, 
especially the past week or 
so," Seles said. 

“I relaxed a lot more in the 
second set. 1 was so ner- 
vous. 1 felt a lot more com- 
fortable once the first set 
was over and I broke her 


Seles struggled with six 
double faults and 18 
unforced errors but kept 
Navratilova away from the 
net with power despite stay- 
ing back most of the time in 
the 71-minute match. 

Seles began the match 
with a double-fault, then 
smacked a forehand winner 
down the line. That’s when 
Navratilova knew the Seles 
of old was back. 

"The second shot was a 
lazer right down the line,” 


Navratilova said. “1 just 
went, ‘ok, here she goes 
again.’ 

"Monica is going to be a 
contender. 1 didn't see any- 
thing different from 2 1/2 
years ago, like she hadn't 
missed a bear. 1 didn't see 
any gap. It was like a rime 
warp. Physically and emo- 
tionally she seemed fine." 

Navratilova, who at 38 is 
17 years older than Mon- 
ica, said she was surprised 
to see Seles walk through 
crowds and sign autographs 
After the match. Seles said 
she had no lingering fears. 

‘‘7 felt very comfortable," 
she said. “Everyone was so 
nice and said wonderful 
things. 1 was at ease.” 
Security was tight for the 
exhibition, with a security 
guard, a table and a cur- 
tained barrier behind Seles. 
Guards on every' floor aisle 
kept watch on the crowd of 
7,527 as well as die match. 
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Israel test-launches 


Arrow 2 missile 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel tested its U.S.-financed 
Arrow 2 anti-missile missile 
on Sunday in what Israel 
Aircraft Industries said was a 
successful launch. 

It was the first test flight of 
the Arrow 2, a more adv- 
anced version of the heavier 
Arrow 1 that bad completed 
testing. - 

A spokeswoman for Israel 
Aircraft Industries, the prin- 
cipal contractor, said the pur- 
pose of Sunday's launch was 
to test the flight without any 
interception. 

“It was successful,** she 
said. 

Israel hopes the Arrow will 
do a better job than the U.S. 
Patriot missiles, which had 
sporadic success against Iraqi 
Sends that hit Israel and 
Saudia Arabia during the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Israel will deploy two oper- 
ational batteries of Arrow 2s, 
able to protect np to 85 per 
cent of Israel’s population, 
according to Jane's Defence 


Weekly. 

Much of the Arrow’s S500 
million initial development 
cost was approved in the 
1980s as part of the U.S. 
strategic defence initiative, 
known as Star Wars and now 
mostly scrapped. 

Israeli defence sources 
have said they expect the 
total development cost to 
reach SI .25 billion. 

Washington has pressed 
main contractors Israel Air- 
craft Industries to make the 
Arrow 2 operational long be- 
fore the end of the decade, 
defence sources said. 

The two-stage missile was 
tired from the centre of Israel 
in an experiment to verify 
launch procedures and 
ground control, the radio 
Israel said. 

There was no attempt 
made to intercept another 
missile. 

It was the first of six test 
flights planned over the next 
year for the Arrow 2, which is 
smaller than the first prototype. 


League to consider 
‘pact of honour’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League will meet here Mon- 
day to discuss a proposed 
“pact of honour'* aimed at 
preventing conflict between 
member states, Egyptian offi- 
cials said. 

A league committee, which 
has already met twice since 
early June, will examine a 
draft of the pact, first prop- 
osed by President Hosni 
Mubarak in March, Egypt's 
representative to the orga- 
nisation said. 

Mahmoud Mortada said 
the committee had agreed on 
a name, “Pact of Honour for 
Security and Arab Coopera- 
tion,” and that its aim was to 
mend the Arab rift caused by 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of ' 
Kuwait. 

Egypt has also proposed a 
“Programme for Joint Arab 
Action” to ensure imple- 
mentation of the pact, the 


official said. 

The draft pledge, received 
by AFP. “forbids the use or 
threat of force” to solve dis- 
putes between Arab nations 
and commits them to respect 
each others’ “sovereignty, 
unity and ruling regime.” 

It also commits Arab coun- 
tries “to immediately adopt 
all steps and to use all means 
available to them, including 
armed force, to repel an 
aggression” by one League 
member against another. 

The members would also 
vow to “stand up to terrorism 
elements and acts, directly or 
indirectly.” 

The League committee in- 
cludes representatives from 
Egypt, Jordan, Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates, Iraq 
and Kuwait. Qatar, Libya, 
Morocco and the Palestinians 
joined the last session on 
July 2. 


15 killed ahead of 


Karachi talks 


KARACHI (AFP) — At 
least 15 people were killed in 
Karachi in a violent runup to 
Monday’s peace talks be- 
tween the government and 
the city’s key opposition 
group, police and hospital 
sources said Sunday. 

Police said one victim was 
a paramilitary Ranger troop- 
er. On Saturday, snipers also 
shot dead the brother of a 
councillor belonging to Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
Pakistan People’s Party. 

Three bodies were reco- 
vered Sunday while 12 people 
were shot dead Saturday as 
unidentified snipers went on 
a killing spree in the capital 
of Sindh province. 

Security officials called the 
latest fatalities “target kill- 
ing” based on rivalries among 
various political factions and 
also drug traffickers. 

The soldier was abducted 
from central Karachi and his 
bullet-riddled body was 
dumped later, police said. 

Violence in Pakistani's 
commercial and industrial 
hub of Karachi has so far left 
more than 1.200 people dead 
this year, including around 
270 killed in July alone, press 
reports said. 


Similar clashes last year 
claimed an estimated 1.000 
lives. 

A new round of talks is to 
begin Monday in Islamabad 
between the government and 
the opposition Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM), 
which represents migrants 
from India's Urdu-speaking 
regions after the partition of 
the subcontinent in 1947. 

The killings had slowed in 
recent days as police and 
paramilitary troops cracked 
down and the Bhutto govern- 
ment opened negotiations 
with the MQM. 

But no headway has been 
reported in the ’talks, and 
AjmaJ Dehlvi, chief MQM 
negotiator, told AFP Satur- 
day his party had not yet 
decided whether to go to the 
next round. 

He complained that the 
government had not yet given 
a positive response to his 
party's demands and several 
peace proposals. 

The MQM is demanding a 
greater share for Mohajirs in 
federal and provincial jobs, 
the withdrawal of criminal 
charges against party leaders, 
and municipal elections in 
Sindh province. 


Iranian ‘prophet’ sentenced 


to death in Gulf emirate 


SHARJAH. United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — A 35-year- 
old Iranian has been sent- 
enced to death for claiming to 
be a new prophet, which is 
heresy in Islam, judicial 
sources said Sunday. 


expatriate community in the 
UAE. signed an official 
document as “Prophet 
Dana." 


The verdict against Hassan 
-Ghulam Hussein Dana was 
delivered July 17 by the Isla- 
mic affairs court of this south- 
ern Gulf emirate, according to 
the sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 


The Saudi daily Asharq A1 
Awsat reported that Mr. 
Dana had been on trial for 
government slander after he 
wrote “God curse the gov- 
ernment of Sharjah” during a 
civil case involving money 
owed to a commercial firm. 


Mr. Dana was given 15 
days to appeal, but it was not 
clear whether he had done' 


He was acquitted in the 
slander case, but began sign- 
ing all papers as a prophet, 
the newspaper said. 


Claiming prophethood is 
heretical because Muslims 
believe Prophet Mohammad 
received God's last revelation 
in the 7th century and cannot' 
be succeeded. 


According to the sources, 
the court gave Mr. Dana a 
period of 10 months to re- 
pent, but he did not. 


The Shari3, or Islamic 
Law, prescribe the death 
penalty for heresy. Capital 
punishment in the UAE is- 
carried out by firing squad. 


During that period. Mr. 
Dana was taken to a hospital 
in the emirate of Dubai for 
psychiatric testing. But after 
several weeks of observation, 
three consultants concluded 
.that he was “mentally fit.” 


The case began some 10 
months ago when Mr. Dana, 
a member of the large Iranian 


The Iranian consulate in, 
Dubai refused to comment. 
A diplomat who refused to be 
named said only: “We’re 
studying the case." 



ILLEGAL ENTRY — Turkish imam Abdurrah- 
man Cifldoglu, also known as Kasim Unal, 
who was stopped while driving a car in eastern 
France, talks to his wife Sunday as he was 
transferred from court were he is standing 
trial for allegedly entering France after he was 
deported to Turkey in August 1994 for calling 
for violence against the Turkish government. 


A French magistrate ordered him to appear in 1 
court Monday for violating die expulsion 
order, which barred him from returning after 
'serving a sentence in Turkey. He risks up to 
three years in jail. The arrest coincides with a 
security crackdown in France after the killing 
of seven people by a bomb in the metro in the 
heart of Paris last week (AFP photo) 


U.S. to lobby allies 


(Condoned from page 1} 


based in Croatia with only a 
baitery of artillery radar 
stationed in the Tuzla area 
which is part of Bosnia. 
The personnel of the 
battery arc about 95, he 
said. 

“There is nothing to 
worry about so fat. We 
wait for repons from the 
commander of the forces." 
Sharif Zcid said in 
response to a question 
about the safety of the 
troops. 

The prime minister said 
that adhering to the U.N. 
arms embargo against 
Bosnia does not mean that 
the Kingdom jgrees with 
the ban. 

“It is sad for us u* see tthe 
Bosnians) not allowed to 
defend themselves” as they 
arc being attacked b> 
superior powers, the prime 
minister said. 

Describing as 
‘disgraceful" the situation 
in Bosnia. Sharif Zcid sjid 
“the world is sitting 
looking, i at the suffering 
of the Bosnians) and not 
doing anything 
meaningful to help." 

Commenting on an 
Islamic Organisation 
Conference decision that 
consider the arms embargo 
against Bosnia as 
“invalid." the prime 
minister said he “cannot 
see” how some countries 
that said they would 

provide weapons in the 
Bosnians would be able to 
do that. 

This is more " wishful 
thinking than practicaL" 
Sharif Zcid said. 

Adressinu Jordan’s 
relations with other Arab 
countries, the prime 
minister noted improved 
tics with most Guff Arab 
states with which relations 
deteriorated after the Gulf 
war. 

Sharif Zcid said His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
visit Saudi Arabia "soon” 
in a step that could seal the 
process of reconciliation 
between the two states. 
But he said no date has 
been set for the visit. 

The prime minister said 
Saudi Arabia took the 
initiative to invite 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kaburiii to %i>it 


Riyadh earlier this month 
and this was an indication 
that the Saudis wanted to 
improve ties. 

“We were grateful to the 
initiative and received it 
with pleasure." the prime 
minister said. 

The prime minister said 
there “arc absolutely no 
conditions" attached for 
improving Jordanian Saudi . 
relations, adding that it is 
up to King Hussein and 
King Fahd to “discuss what 
they want” • during the 
King's visit to Saudi 
Arabia. 

• The prime minister said 
the Kingdom seeks better 
lies with Saudi Arabia 
because coordination will 
"help both of us land put 
us) in stronger positions” 
and not in pursuit of any 
economic aid. 

“We have learned to live 
on our own. Our motive 
t for improved lies with 
Saudi Arabia) is not aid. 
Wc arc able to stand on our 
own feel.” the prime 
minister said. 

The prime minister said 
relations with other Gulf 
states have improved 
except for Kuwait with 
which tics remain 
“frozen.” 

He said improved tics with 
Saudi Arabia will not iff feel 
relations with Iraq. 

It is part of our tradition 
to get in contact with all 
Arab couniries.Talking to 
Saudi Arabia will not affect 
Iraq." 

The shadow of the Gulf 
war has “taken long 
enough" to be removed, 
the prime minister said. 

The prime minister said 
that the King's visit to 
Egypt Tuesday is aimed at 
discussing inter-Arab ties 
and bilateral relations. 
During hiv visit to Qatar 
on Wednesday, the King 
will congratulate the new 
enur on his assumption of 
his powers and will discuss 
relations with the Gulf 
states, the prime minister 
said. 

Sharif Zcid said even 
though there arc "different 
opinions" between Jordan 
anJ Syria relations 
between the two states are 
good and the King and 
'President. Hafez. Assad arc 
often in touch and talk on 
the phone. 


Responding to a question 
on Iraq, the prime minister 
said the suffering of the 
Iraqis was 

“unbelievable. ..and the 
question is how much more 
can people suffer?" 

He said Iraq nas gone a 
long way in meeting its 
obligations under U.N. 
resolutions and “one has 
to look aL what is 
happening to the people." 
The prime minister said it 
would be "great for the 
Middle East if Iraq is 
positive" towards the 
peace process but stressed 
that Jordan will not play a 
mediating role between 
Baghdad and Tel Aviv. 

The prime minister said 
that Jordan is not “seeking 
influence" over any party 
involved in the peace 
process, stressing that the 
Kingdom supports the 
Palestinians and will do 
what it can to help them 
regain their rights. 

“It is not our style to seek 
influence." he said. 

He said Jordan was not 
asked to host Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations and 
will "study the request if it is 
* asked. 

Asked to comment on an 
Israeli newspaper report 
that the perpetrator or the 
Tel Aviv bus bombing 
last week came from 
Jordan, the prime minister 
said the report was “totally 
untrue" adding that the 
Kingdom has not been 
approached by Israel over 
the issue. 

Responding to a question 
on opposition charges 
that the democratisation 
process lias taken a back 
scat since the beginning 
of the peace process . 
Sharif Zcid categorically 
denied the charges saying 
the government is not 
trying to “lie any bodies 
hands.” 

“Wc did not twist any 
body's arm." .said the 
prime minister, adding 
that all the measures the 
Kingdom has taken in 
implementing the peace 
treaty with Israel have 
gone through the 
constitutional process. 

But “there is u difference 
between opposition in 
democracy and 
subversion” said Sharif 
Zcid. adding that some 
opposition groups have 
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Gonzalez faces 


fresh allegations 


OmuJ 


MADRID (AFP) — A judge 
investigating death squads 
which targetted Basque 
separatists in the 1980s says 
there is evidence suggesting 
that Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez founded and 
directed the groups, press re- 
ports said Sunday. 

Judge Baltasar Garzon be- 
lieves there are "indications” 
that Mr. Gonzalez was a 
"founder and leader” of the 
■squads, known as Anti- 
Terrorist Liberation Groups 
(GAL), the papers reported, 
quoting confidential docu- 
ments handed to a Spanish 
court Friday. 

Mr. Gonzalez committed 
the crime of “belonging to an 
armed group,” the docu- 
ments leaked to the press are 
said to conclude. 

However the Spanish gov- 
ernment issued a statement 
branding the allegations 
“completely untrue” and de- 
nouncing as “intolerable” the 
leaking of the secret dossier. 

Last week a former Social- 
ist Party official in the Bas- 
que region directly linked 
Mr. Gonzalez to the GAL, 
saying the premier “took the 
decision” to set up the group 
and was “not opposed” to 


iheir strategy. 

Ricardo Damborenea, who 
made the claims, was 
arrested in February and re- 
leased on bail on charges of 
kidnapping and attempted 
murder of a businessman in 
1983, the first attacks claimed 
by the GAL. 

Mr. Gonzalez has always 
vehemently denied involve- 
ment with the GAL, blamed 
for the deaths of at least 22 
Basque separatists in Spain 
and southern France from 
1983 to 1987. 

The press reports Sunday 
said Mr. Garzon also found 
“indications of crimes" by 
Jose Barrionuevo, interior 
minister at the time the GAL 
operated. 

Mr. Garzon also linked 
two deputies in the ruling 
Socialist Party, former depu- 
ty prime minister Narcis Ser- 
ra and former party secretary 
Txiki Benegas. to the squads. 

The Supreme Court, the 
only body with jurisdiction to- 
charge people normally co- 
vered by parliamentary im- 
munity, will now decide if the 
“indications” are strong 
enough for it to ask parlia- 
ment to lift the immunity of 
those being investigated. 


Church leader 
protests at royal 

‘cohabitation’ 


House starts 


(Continued from page 1) 


this law... it has been thor- 
oughly studied and reviewed 
by experts and specialists in 
the field,” Mr. Saraireh said. 
“It meets our needs too.” 

The House then resumed 
talks as usual on the draft. 

Most of the proposals for 
amendments to the law were, 
however, made by deputy 
Abdul Karim Dughmi, who 
chairs the House Judicial 
Committee. Most of Dr. 
Dughmi's proposals were en- 
dorsed by the pro- 
government House. 

, Other proposals made, by 
the opposition to either 
amend or ameliorate certain 
articles (fid not receive more 
than 20 votes out of 57 de- 
puties present. 


.Petra adds: Amendments to 


•crossed fhe limit., by 
insulting” the Kingdom 
through some of their 
statements. 

The prime minister cited 
as example the anti- 
normalisation conference 
that the opposition was 
going to hold before it was 
banned by the 
government. He said the 
conference was going to 
be held under a banner chat 
accused Jordan of 
"subjugation." 

The prime minister S3id 
some opposition - groups 
were having their policies 
ordered from outside, 
stressing that Jordanian 
parties should be 
independent from any 
foreign forces. 

"We will probably do 
something." the prime 
minister said when asked 
about why the government 
has not taken action 
against parties that have 
foreign .connections in 
violation of the law. 

The prime minister 
stressed that the 
opposition limits itself to 
unjustified criticism and 
has not offered any 
alternative policies. 

“We would welcome" 
positive ideas that the 
opposition might present, 
the prime minister said. 

The prime minister 
stressed the need to respect . 
democracy and its 
principles which do not 
sanction unjustified and 
unsubstantiated claims and 
allegations and insults to 
the country. 

Sharif Zcid said the 
government was not 
trying to force any 
Jordanian to normalise 
relations with Israel. He 
said Israel is a country- 
with which Jordan has 
signed a peace treaty and 
exchanged ambassadors 
and it is up to individuals 
to decide how they want to 
deal with it. 

Asked about professional 
unions' han on members 
dealing with Israel, Sharif 
Zeid said the government 
was studying legislation 
in order to ensure the 
freedom of choice of union 
members. 

Some laws ban 
professionals front 
practising their profession 
if they arc not members of 
thq unions. A decision by 
any union to dismiss a 
member for dealing with. 
Israeli will technically 


prevent himXher from 
working. 

Sharif Zeid said this is not 
acceptable. 

He said the unions are 
"playing politics more 
than they are paying 
attention to professional 
standards, (to) helping 
members and punishing 
those who are committing 
professional offences.” 
Responding to a question, 
Sharif Zeid said the 
government made a 
“mistake" by not issuing a 
statement clarifying the 
circumstances which led to 
the shooting to death of 
Mahmoud Khalifeh A1 
Awamleh during a 
confrontation with the 
police in June. He declined 
further comment on the 
case because, he said, it 
was in the hands of the 
prosecutor general. 


Asked about the economy, 
the prime minister said the 
situation is "light” this 
year but indications arc it 
will improve next year. He 
expected peace dividends 
to become more tangible 
in three to four years when 
local and regional projects 
are realised. 


Responding to a question 
on what Jordan expected to 
achieve' from the Middle 
East and North Africa 
economic summit which 
will be held in Amman in 
October, the prime 
minister said the summit is 
geared to benefit the whole 
region and not just Jordan. 


He said the Kingdom 
expected more 
participation of the 
private sector and for 
cooperation in regional 
projects. "We are not 
looking for aid." he said, 
stressing Lhat Jordan has 
learned from the lessons of 
the Casablanca summit and 
has prepared a number of 
projects that win be 
presented at the summit. 


Responding to a question, 
the prime minister said 
reports about the lack of 
harmony in his ministerial 
team arc “grossly 
exaggerated.” He said 
cabinet members might 
have different opinions on 
issues when they are 
discussed but all adhere to 
the decisions when they 
are finally taken. 


“I am not unhappy with 
the perform?- a, “ he said. 


existing laws on taxes which 
are now referred to the- 
House, are bound to benefit 
tax-payers while a law on 
encouraging investments will 
encourage foreign investors 
die chairman of the House's 
Finance Committee Hashem 
D abbas said. 

Speaking following the 
committee meeting Sunday, 
Dr. Dabbas said that commit- 
tee members are reviewing a 
draft amendment to the in- 
come tax law, a draft amend- 
ment to the sides tax law and 
a draft law on encouraging 
investments. 

In view of the dose con- 
nection between the three 
laws, he said they were dis- 
cussed at meetings between 
the committee and the minis- 
ters of finance, industry and 
trade, agriculture and trans- 
port. 


LONDON (AFP) - A 
senior Church of England fk 
gore Sunday protested at the. . 
“apparent cohabitation ^of 
Queen Elizabeth IUs . 
youngest son. Prince Edward 
with his girlfriend Sophie 
Rbys-Jones at Buckingham 
Palace. In an article for the 
Mail On Sunday newspaper, 
the Archdeacon of York, 
the Venerable George Au- 
stin, said that “those who . 
Haim intimate knowledge of 
interconnecting bedroom 
doors in royal palaces suggest 
that Prince Edward and 
Sophie Rhys-Jones are, in the 
modern jargon, ‘coha- 
bitees.’” The prince’s mother 
wanted the two to sleep in 
separate rooms and opposed 
them taking holidays 
together, but without suc- 
cess, said Mr.. Austin, a con- 
troversial figure and noted 
conservative in the church. “I 
am disturbed by this open 
case of a prince of the blood 
royal seemingly cohabiting 
with his apparently intended 
fiancee,” he said. Prince Ed- 
ward is the only one of the ^ 
queen’s children never to V 
have married. 'Of her other 
children. Princess Anne has 
recently re-married after 
being divorced from her first 


husband. Captain Mark Phi- 
lips, while her other sons 


Prince Charles and Prince 
Andrew are separated from 
their wives, Princess Diana 
and Duchess Sarah. The col- 
lapse of the earlier royal mar- 
riages was not at issue, 
however, for the archdeacon, 
who said it was still important 
that marriage be respected. 
“Perhaps now it is time to 
revive die custom of bet- 
rothal, to distinguish between, 
cohabitees of convenience 
and cohabitees of commit- 
ment,” he said. “Maybe... 
we Heed to discover the value 
of what we have lost... No 
sex before marriage and none 
outride it. No cohabitation 
without true lifelong commit- 
ment. No rights without re- 
sponsibilities.” 


Trump sells 
Plaza Hotel 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
DdnaJd Trump is out as die 
Plaza Hotel’s boss. But he’ll 
stick around for some re- 
novations. A S325-mi!lion 
deal was closed to turn over 
the 805-room, landmark 
hotel to a Singapore hotel 
chain and Saudi Arabian 
Prince Waleed Ibn Talal Ibn 
Abdul Aziz Saud. In its 
announcement, Jones Lang 
Wooton USA, the firm that 
brokered the deal, called the 
dosing the biggest United 
States property sale in the 
1990s. The deal was fir& 
announced in the spring. The 
new owners are CDL Hotels 
Internationa] Ltd., the hotel 
arm of Singapore Hong 
Leong Group, and an entity 
controlled by the prince. Mir. 
Trump had owned 51 per • 
cent of the Plaza and the rest 
was owned by the Plaza 
Operating Partners Ltd. — a 
consortium of Citibank, 
Commonwealth Bank of Au- 
stralia and Tramp. Mr. 
Trump had transferred the 
balance of his interest in the 
hotel to the banks three years 
ago for a substantial reduc- 
tion in his debts. CDL arid 
the prince plan to spend ab- 
out $28 million on renova- 
tions over two years, the 
hotel company said. This 
includes adding a 19th floor 
to the hotel and creating new 
luxury condominiums there 
and on the 17th and 18th 
floors. Mr. Trump will be- 
come a member of the Plaza 
Management Committee and 
will develop the 20 luxury 
condominiums on the hotel’s 
top floors. CDL Hotels owns 
35 hotels worldwide with 
more than 9,000 rooms. 


Models who 
posed nude 
may face trial 


NEW Delhi (AP) — Two 
models wearing only sneak- 
ers and draped with a slither- 
ing python may face trial for 
obscenity. Posing for an ad 
that proved too sexy for con- 
servative India, the models 
m summoned by police in 
Bombay for questioning Fri- 
aay. The conservative gov- 
ernment in Maharashtra state 
wants to prosecute Madbu 
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